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26 COVER The Girl With the Dragon Tattoo 
Those eyes, those lips, those piercings. Lisbeth Salander 
is the inscrutable, androgynous, and explosive heroine 
of The Girl With the Dragon Tattoo—and we can’t stop 
thinking about her. Here’s how David Fincher and actress 
Rooney Mara brought the character to life, and what's 
behind her incendiary appeal. By MARK HARRIS 


36 Marg Helgenberger After 12 seasons, she is getting 
out of the crime business. And EW was on the set for the 
final moments as the CS/ star signed off. (Yes, there were 
tears—and tequila.) BY LYNETTE RICE 


40 Downton Abbey Take a behind-the-scenes tour of 
the gorgeous estate, and its equally beautiful residents, as 
they ready for season 2. BY LYNETTE RICE 

4.6 Glenn Close The actress looks back on three decades 
of memorable movies—from The Big Chill to Fatal 
Attraction to the new Albert Nobbs, which could finally 
bring her Oscar gold. By ADAM MARKOVITZ 


Photograph by RICHARD PHIBBS 
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FEEDBACK 


Daniel Radcliffe— 
from No. 4 Privet 
Drive to No.1 on 
Broadway! Way 


to work the magic! 


JOHN TILFORD 
Urbana, Iil. 


Congratulations on 
your choice of Daniel 
Radcliffe as the 
Entertainer of 2011! 
| especially enjoyed 
Gary Oldman's 
piece. Radcliffe has 
along career ahead 
of him, and | can’t 
wait to see what he 


chooses to do next. 


TRISHA CADUNGON 
Philadelphia 


| noticed that Daniel 
Radcliffe was sport- 
ing Gryffindor colors 
in his bow tie—a nice 
touch that comforts 
me in this time of 


magic withdrawal. 
JOEY MOSER 


Pittsburgh 

Meryl Streep has 
brought me to 
tears with her per- 
formances on the 
screen and now 
through the written 
word. Her testament 
to Viola Davis’ 
brilliance was heart- 
felt and sincere. 
Like Davis’ perfor- 
mance in The Help, 


it moved me deeply. 


CAROLINE MASSAGEE 
Greensboro, N.C. 


The elephant in 

the room in your 
Entertainers of the 
Year issue was 
wearing a blond wig, 
and not much else— 
because she was 


“Born This Way.” 


DAVID BRITTON 
Bellingham, Wash. 


a. Senior editor 
Leah Greenblatt 
responds; Wait, do 
you mean Taylor 
Swift? That's not a 
wig! Seriously, while 
Gaga was on our 
2010 list—and does 
appear in our recent 
Best & Worst—2011 
was, on balance, not 
a superlative time for 
her, in our admittedly 
subjective judgment. 
If she manages to 
turn things around, 
however, she'll 
definitely be on our 
short list for 2012. 


Thank you for 
bringing Libby 
Gelman-Waxner 
back! | am sad to 
tell Sound Bites 
that it is no longer 
my first destination 
when EW arrives— 
my fingers will 

be flipping to 

Libby instead. 


LISA NANCE 
Farmers Branch, Tex. 


| didn’t think my 
birthday could get 
better after 
receiving an iPad, 
but then | see my 
favorite magazine 
has a new app! 
(Because, of course, 
the first app | looked 


for was yours.) 
EVELYN SHANNON 
Albuquerque, N.M. 


vith spleipe 
This is my first- 
ever letter to a 


J 


magazine. And it’s 
because of your 
interview with 
Steven Spielberg, 
the single best I've 
had the privilege of 
reading. Great 
insight into the man 


and his movies. 


DOMINIC VACCA 
Kennett Square, Pa. 


As alongtime 
subscriber of a 
certain age who 
has no interest in 
Twilight or Harry 
Potter, | was 
beginning to think 
I'd gotten too old 
for your magazine. 
But my faith was 
restored the minute 
| read your Steven 
Spielberg piece. 
Who will people still 
be talking about in 
20 years, Bella and 


(From top) Steven 
Spielberg's Raiders 
of the Lost Ark, 
Saving Private Ryan, 
and The Color Purple 


Edward or Indiana 
Jones and ET.? 

I've been a fan of 
Spielberg since 
Jaws and Close 
Encounters. | 
remember begging 
my babysitter to let 
me watch him 
when he was on 


Dick Cavett in 1981. 


ALLISON LEVIE 
Winter Springs, Fla. 


c 


| love Stephen 
King. His entry for 
the book Skippy 
Dies on “My 2011 
Pop Culture Favor- 
ites” was, | think, 
unintentionally 
funny: “At 660 
pages it’s probably 
alittle long...” Uncle 
Stevie’s Insomnia is 
787 pages; Under 
the Dome, 1,074 
pages; The Stand, 
823 pages. And | 


loved every page! 


NANETTE WILLIAMS 
Hornbeck, La. 


\ WRITE TO US! We want to know what you think. 

= Send emails to ew_letters@ew.com or mail to 135 W. 
50th St, New York, NY 10020. Include your name, address, and 
telephone number. Letters may be edited for clarity or length. 


CUSTOMER SERVICE AND SUBSCRIPTIONS 

For 24/7 service, please use our website 
(www.ew.com/customerservice), or call 1-800-828-6882. 
You can also write to ENTERTAINMENT WEEKLY 

at P.O. Box 30608, Tampa, FL 33630-0608. 
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EW LOOKS BACK 


UNFORGETTABLE 
COMMERCIAL 
CATCHPHRASES 


> On Jan. 10, 1984, a Wendy's ad featuring three elderly 
ladies examining a tiny fast-food burger before one of them 
(played by Clara Peller) asked the now-immortal question 
“Where's the beef?” made its TV debut. The phrase quickly 
became part of the national lexicon—Walter Mondale 
even referenced it during the 1984 presidential 
primaries—and the commercials made Peller, 
then 81, a cult star. Earlier this year, Wendy's 
revisited the concept but with a twist, 
proclaiming, “Here's the beef” What makes a 
campaign like this keep going and going and 
going? We survey some slogans that stand 
the test of time. -NUZHAT NAOREEN 


Most of us don’t like being The older you are, the wiser you are, Sometimes a 
5 5) told what to do, but it’s hard and in the case of Charmin’s Mr. catchphrase is 
a o to resist convincing (and Whipple, who admonishes grocery- J only as good as 
x commanding) pitches like store customers, “Please don’t Ames the adorable 
Nike's “Just Do It,” Gatorade's Charmin!” or animal behind 
(asin the woman who cries out, “Help, it—like the 
basketball great Michael I've fallen and | can’t get up!” in the charming 
Jordan), and Dr Pepper's more unintentionally hilarious LifeCall 
coercive “Wouldn't you like to be commercials, the funnier, too. 
a Pepper too?” Of course, those The only thing that could Chihuahua or 
. not easily swayed can always have made these lines the sneaky Trix 
>. “Just Say No.” more memorable is if rabbit, who 
they were said with refuses to give 
v ) a British accent up his quest for 
(see: “Pardon the cer eal, 
Forget scantily clad supermodels— me, would you no matter HOw 
many of our favorite commercials get have any Grey a times 
the message across with alittle help Poupon?”). he's told, “Silly 
from endearing gadget geeks like the lait 


diligent Verizon tester who travels 

the country asking, “Can you hear me 
now?” or the loopy techie who excitedly 
tells customers, “Dude, you’re 


getting a Dell!” 


Budweiser’s oft-quoted 
of buddies address one another with the drawn-out greeting, and 
Alka-Seltzer’s “Plop, plop, fizz, fizz, oh what a relief it is!!!” slogan 
prove that sometimes it’s not so much about what you're saying 
as it is about how fun itis to say. 


ad, in which a group 
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‘Important Safety information About SEROQUEL R 


Elderly patients with dementie-related peychosts aving lost touch 
with reality due to confusion and memory rested wath thie We 
of medicine are at an increased risk of death, compared to placebo 


(sugar pill). SEROQUEL XR is not approved for treating these patients. 


Antidepressants have increased the risk of suicidal thoughts and 
actions in some children, teenagers, and young adults, Patients of all 
ages starting treatment should be watched closely for worsening of 
depression, suicidal thoughts or actions, unusual changes in behavior, 
agitation, and irritability. Patients, families, and caregivers should 
pay close attention to any changes, especially sudden changes, in 
mood, behaviors, thoughts, or feelings. This is very important when 
an antidepressant medicine is started or when the dose is changed. 
These symptoms should be reported immediately to the doctor. 
SEROQUEL XR is not approved for patients under the age of 18 years. 


® Stop SEROQUEL XR and call your doctor right away if you have very 
high fever; stiff muscles; shaking; confusion; sweating; changes in 
pulse, heart rate, or blood pressure; or muscle pain and weakness, 
as these may be signs of a rare, but potentially fatal, side effect called 
neuroleptic malignant syndrome (NMS) 


© If you have diabetes or risk factors such as obesity or a family history 
of diabetes, your doctor should check your blood sugar before you 
start taking SEROQUEL XR and also during therapy. If you develop 
symptoms of high blood sugar or diabetes, such as excessive thirst 
or hunger, increased urination, or weakness, contact your doctor. 
Complications from diabetes can be serious and even life threatening 


SeroquelXf.com 1-800-4-SEROQUELXR 


d out if Extended|Release -- 


© Weight 


Lows. 


IS APPROVED TO TREAT. BOTH 
OF BIPOLA 


hava 


eee 
.XR and during therapy ag 

sight gain has been reported with SEROQUEL XR. Your doctor should 
check your weight regularly 

© Tell your doctor about any movements you cannot control in your face, 
tongue, or other body parts, as they may be signs of a serious condition 


called tardive dyskinesia (TD). TD may not go away, even if you stop 
taking SEROQUEL XR. TD may also start after you stop taking SEROQUEL XR 


© Tell your doctor if you have a history of low white blood cell count or 
seizures. Your doctor should check for cataracts. Other risks include 
feeling dizzy or lightheaded upon standing, decreases in white blood cells 
(which can be fatal), drowsiness, impaired judgment, and trouble swallowing 


@ Use caution before driving or operating machinery until you know that 
you can do so safely. Avoid alcohol while taking SEROQUEL XR 


@ The most common side effects are drowsiness, dry mouth, constipation, 
dizziness, increased appetite, upset stomach, weight gain, fatigue, 
disturbance in speech and language, and stuffy nose 


This is not a complete summary of safety information about prescription 
SEROQUEL XR. 

Please read Important Product Information, including Boxed 
WARNINGS, on adjacent pages and discuss with your doctor. 


You are encouraged to report negative side effects of prescription drugs 
to the FDA. Visit www.fda.gov/medwatch or call 1-800-FDA-1088. 


If you’re without prescription coverage and can’t afford your 
medication, AstraZeneca may be able to help. For more information, 
please visit AstraZeneca-us.com. 


SEROQUEL XR is a registered trademark of the AstraZeneca group of companies. ©2011 AstraZeneca. All rights reserved. 1518505 12/11 


Monthly Savings on SEROQUEL XR 


Savings on out-of-pocket costs over $25* Emdeon adic aie 
irst Plus nEe=cal 
Take this offer to the pharmacy along with your a pskw 5 SEROQU ELXR’ 
SEROQUEL XR prescription to start saving if you are eligible. Pp BS . : 
For more information, please call 1-800-4-SEROQUELXR. BIN: 004682 q U etl q p INe fu ma rate 
: re é PCN: ON extended-release tablets 

*Up to $75 savings limit on each redemption. Grp:  &C57004015 

See back for eligibility requirements. ID: 412787543941 


Astrazeneca? 


Please read this summary carefully before you start 
taking SEROQUEL XR and each time you get a refill. 
There may be new information. 


No advertisement can provide all the information 
needed to determine if a drug is right for you or take 
the place of careful discussions with your healthcare 


provider. Only your healthcare provider has the training 
to weigh the risks and benefits of a prescription drug. 


What is the most important information 
| should know about SEROQUEL XR? 


SEROQUEL XR may cause serious side effects 

including: 

1. Risk of death in the elderly with dementia 

2. Risk of suicidal thoughts or actions 

3. High blood sugar (hyperglycemia) 

4. High fat levels in your blood (increased cholesterol 
and triglycerides) 

5. Weight gain 

These serious side effects are described below: 

1. Risk of death in the elderly with dementia: 
Medicines like SEROQUEL XR can increase the risk 
of death in elderly people who have memory loss 
(dementia). SEROQUEL XR is not approved for 
treating psychosis in the elderly with dementia, 

2. Risk of suicidal thoughts or actions (antidepressant 
medicines, depression and other serious mental 
illnesses, and suicidal thoughts or actions): 

Talk to your, or your family member's, 

healthcare provider about: 

- all risks and benefits of treatment with anti- 
depressant medicines. 

— all treatment choices for depression or other 
serious mental illness. 

¢ Antidepressant medicines may increase suicidal 
thoughts or actions in some children, teenagers, 
and young adults within the first few months of 
treatment. 

© Depression and other serious mental illnesses 
are the most important causes of suicidal 
thoughts and actions. Some people may have a 
particularly high risk of having suicidal thoughts 
or actions. These include people who have (or 
have a family history of) depression, bipolar illness 
(also called manic-depressive illness), or suicidal 
thoughts or actions. 

* How can! watch for and try to prevent suicidal 
thoughts and actions in myself or a family 
member? 

— Pay close attention to any changes, especially 
sudden changes, in mood, behaviors, 
thoughts, or feelings. This is very important 
when an antidepressant medicine is started or 
when the dose is changed. 

= Call the healthcare provider right away to report 

new or sudden changes in mood, behaviors, 

thoughts, or feelings. 


Offer valid for eligible cash-paying and commercially insured 
patients only: 


Eligibility: This offer is good for eligible patients purchasing up to a 30- 
tablet supply of SEROQUEL XR (quetiapine fumarate) and may not be 
used for any other product. This offer is good for the purchase of 
SEROQUEL XR manufactured for AstraZeneca and lawtully purchased 
from an authorized retailer or distributor in the United States or its 
territories. This offer is not insurance and is not valid for (i) mail order 
or prescriptions purchased under Medicaid, Medicare, or similar federal 
or state programs; (ii) patients who are Medicare eligible and enrolled 
in an employer-sponsored group waiver health plan or government- 
subsidized prescription drug benefit program for retirees; (iii) residents 
of Massachusetts whose prescriptions are covered in whole or in part 
by third party insurance and (iv) for patients under 18 years of age. 


IMPORTANT INFORMATION ABOUT SEROQUEL XR (SER-oh-kwell) 


— Keep all follow-up visits with the healthcare 
provider as scheduled. Call the healthcare 
provider between visits as needed, especially 
if you have concerns about symptoms. 

Call a healthcare provider right away if you or your family 
member has any of the following symptoms, especially if 
they are new, worse, or worry you: 

* thoughts about suicide or dying 

attempts to commit suicide 

new or worse depression 

new or worse anxiety 

feeling very agitated or restless 

panic attacks 

trouble sleeping (insomnia) 

new or worse irritability 

acting aggressive, being angry, or violent 

acting on dangerous impulses 

an extreme increase in activity and talking (mania) 

other unusual changes in behavior or mood 


What else do I need to know about 

antidepressant medicines? 

* Never stop an antidepressant medicine without first 
talking to your healthcare provider. Stopping an antide- 
pressant medicine suddenly can cause other symptoms. 

« Antidepressants are medicines used to treat depression 
and other illnesses. It is important to discuss all the risks 
of treating depression and also the risks of not treating it. 
Patients and their families or other caregivers should 
discuss all treatment choices with the healthcare provider, 
not just the use of antidepressants. 

+ Antidepressant medicines have other side effects. Talk 
to the healthcare provider about the side effects of the 
medicine prescribed for you or your family member. 

* Antidepressant medicines can interact with other 
medicines. Know all of the medicines that you or your 
family member take. Keep a list of all medicines to show 
the healthcare provider. Do not start new medicines 
without first checking with your healthcare provider. 

¢ Not all antidepressant medicines prescribed for 
children are FDA approved for use in children. Talk to 
your child's healthcare provider for more information. 

3. High blood sugar (hyperglycemia): High blood sugar 
can happen if you have diabetes already or if you have 
never had diabetes. High blood sugar could lead to: 

a. Build up of acid in your blood due to ketones 
(ketoacidosis) 

b. Coma c. Death 

Increases in blood sugar can happen in some people 

who take SEROQUEL XR. Extremely high blood sugar 

can lead to coma or death. If you have diabetes or risk 

factors for diabetes (such as being overweight or a 

family history of diabetes) your healthcare provider 

should check your blood sugar before you start 

SEROQUEL XR and during therapy. 

Call your doctor if you have any of these symptoms of 

high blood sugar (hyperglycemia) while taking 

SEROQUEL XR: 


conse ere eeeeee 


Offer not valid where prohibited by law, taxed, or restricted. Offer is not 
transferable, is limited to one per person, and may not be combined 
with any other offer. Offer must be presented along with a valid 
prescription for SEROQUEL XR at the time of purchase. 


OFFER: If you have commercial insurance, and your co-pay is more than 
$25, you may receive up to $75 in savings on your prescription (of up to 
30 tablets). If you pay cash for your prescription, you may receive up to 
$75 in savings after you pay the first $25 on your prescription (of up to 
30 tablets) for SEROQUEL XR. Offer expires December 31, 2012. Good 
for up to 12 redemptions. AstraZeneca reserves the right to change or 
discontinue this offer at any time without notice. Cardholders with 
questions, please call 1-855-507-3767. 


Pharmacist Instructions for a Patient With an Eligible Third Party: 
Submit the claim to the primary Third Party Payer first, then submit the 


* feel very thirsty 
* need to urinate more than usual 
* feel very hungry 
* feel weak or tired 
* feel sick to your stomach 
* feel confused, or your breath smells fruity, 

4. High fat levels in your blood (increased cholesterol 
and triglycerides): High fat levels may happen in 
people treated with SEROQUEL XR. You may not have 
any symptoms, so your doctor may decide to check 
your cholesterol and triglycerides during your 
treatment with SEROQUEL XR. 

5. Increase in weight (weight gain): Weight gain is 
common in people who take SEROQUEL XR so you 
and your doctor should check your weight regularly. 
Talk to your doctor about ways to control weight gain, 
such as eating a healthy, balanced diet, and exercising. 


What is SEROQUEL XR? 


SEROQUEL XR is a prescription medicine used to treat 

bipolar disorder in adults, including 

* manic episodes associated with bipolar disorder alone 
or with lithium or divalproex 

* depressive episodes associated with bipolar disorder 

« long-term treatment of bipolar | disorder with lithium 
or divalproex 

SEROQUEL XR is not approved for patients under 18 years 

of age. 


What are the symptoms of Bipolar 

Disorder? 

* General symptoms of bipolar disorder include extreme 
mood swings, along with other specific symptoms and 
behaviors. These mood swings, or “episodes,” include 
manic (highs) and depressive (lows) 

* Common symptoms of a manic episode include 
feeling extremely happy, being very irritable, restless, 
talking too fast and too much, and having more energy 
and needing less sleep than usual 

* Common symptoms of a depressive episode include 
feelings of sadness or emptiness, increased 
tearfulness, a loss of interest in activities you once 
enjoyed, loss of energy, difficulty concentrating or 
making decisions, feelings of worthlessness or guilt, 
changes in sleep or appetite 


* Thoughts of death or suicide. —continued 


For more information about 
SEROQUEL XR, 

visit www.SEROQUELXR.com 
or call 1-800-236-9933. 


SEROQUELXR® 


quetiapine fumarate 


extended-release tablets 
50, 150, 200, 300 & 400 mg 


balance due to Therapy First Plus as a Secondary Payer as a copay only 
billing using a valid Other Coverage Code (eg, 8). For each eligible 
redemption, the patient pays the first $25 and the Card will cover up to 
the next $75 of their copay and reimbursement will be received from 
Therapy First Plus. 


Pharmacist Instructions for a Cash-paying Patient: Submit the claim 
to Therapy First Plus. A valid Other Coverage Code (eg, 1) is required. 
For each eligible redemption, the patient pays the first $25, the Card will 
cover up to the next $75, and reimbursement will be received from 
Therapy First Plus. 


Valid Other Coverage Code Required: For any questions regarding 
Therapy First Plus online processing, please call the Help Desk at 
1-800-422-5604, 


A 
AstraZeneca 


IMPORTANT INFORMATION ABOUT SEROQUEL XR 


What should | tell my healthcare provider 
before taking SEROQUEL XR? 
Before taking SEROQUEL XR, tell your healthcare 
provider if you have or have had 
diabetes or high blood sugar in you or your family: your 
healthcare provider should check your blood sugar 
before you start SEROQUEL XR and also during therapy 
high levels of total cholesterol, triglycerides or 
LDL-cholesterol or low levels of HDL-cholesterol 
low or high blood pressure 
low white blood cell count 
cataracts 
seizures 
abnormal thyroid tests 
high prolactin levels 
heart problems 
liver problems 
any other medical condition 
pregnancy or plans to become pregnant. It is not 
known if SEROQUEL XR will harm your unborn baby 
breast-feeding or plans to breast-feed. SEROQUEL XR 
can pass into your breast milk. You and your health- 
care provider should decide if you will take 
SEROQUEL XR or breast-feed. You should not do both 
Tell the healthcare provider about all the medicines 
that you take or recently have taken including 
prescription medicines, nonprescription medicines, 
herbal supplements and vitamins. 
SEROQUEL XR and other medicines may affect each 
other causing serious side effects. SEROQUEL XR may 
affect the way other medicines work, and other medicines 
may affect how SEROQUEL XR works. 
Especially tell your healthcare provider if you take or plan 
to take medicines for: 
* depression 
* high blood pressure 
* Parkinson's disease 
* trouble sleeping 
* abnormal heart beats or rhythm 
Also tell your healthcare provider if you take or plan to 
take any of these medicines: 
phenytoin, divalproex or carbamazepine (for epilepsy) 
barbiturates (to help you sleep) 
rifampin (for tuberculosis) 
glucocorticoids (steroids for inflammation) 
thioridazine (an antipsychotic) 
ketoconazole, fluconazole or itraconazole (for fungal 
infections) 
erythromycin (an antibiotic) 
protease inhibitors (for HIV) 
This is not a complete list of medicines that can affect 
or be affected by SEROQUEL XR. Your doctor can tell 
you if it is safe to take SEROQUEL XR with your other 
medicines. Do not start or stop any medicines while 
taking SEROQUEL XR without talking to your healthcare 
provider first. Know the medicines you take. Keep a list 
of your medicines to show your healthcare provider and 
pharmacist when you get a new medicine. 
Tell your healthcare provider if you are having a urine 
drug screen because SEROQUEL XR may affect your test 
results. Tell those giving the test that you are taking 
SEROQUEL XR. 


How should | take SEROQUEL XR? 

* Take SEROQUEL XR exactly as your healthcare 
provider tells you to take it. Do not change the dose 
yourself. 

Take SEROQUEL XR by mouth, with a light meal 

or without food. 

SEROQUEL XR should be swallowed whole and 

not split, chewed or crushed. 

If you feel you need to stop SEROQUEL XR, talk with 
your healthcare provider first. 


If you suddenly stop taking SEROQUEL XR, you may 
experience side effects such as trouble sleeping or trouble 
staying asleep (insomnia), nausea, and vomiting. 

* Ifyou miss a dose, take it as soon as you remember. If it 
is close to the next dose, skip the missed dose. Just take 
the next dose at your regular time. Do not take 2 doses 
at the same time unless your healthcare provider tells 
you to. If you are not sure about your dosing, call your 
healthcare provider. 

If you take too much SEROQUEL XR, call your health- 
care provider or poison control center at 
1-800-222-1222 right away or go to the nearest hospital 
emergency room, 


What should | avoid while taking 
SEROQUEL XR? 

Do not drive, operate machinery, or do other dangerous 
activities until you know how SEROQUEL XR affects you. 
SEROQUEL XR may make you drowsy, 


* Avoid getting overheated or dehydrated. 


- Do not over-exercise. 

— In hot weather, stay inside in a cool place if possible. 

— Stay out of the sun. Do not wear too much or heavy 
clothing. 

~ Drink plenty of water. 


* Do not drink alcohol while taking SEROQUEL XR. It may 


make some side effects of SEROQUEL XR worse. 


What are possible side effects 
of SEROQUEL XR? 


Also see “What is the most important information 


| should know about SEROQUEL XR?” at the beginning 
of this document. 

Serious side effects have been reported with 
SEROQUEL XR including: 


* Neuroleptic malignant syndrome (NMS): NMS is 


a rare but very serious condition that can happen in 
people who take antipsychotic medicines, including 
SEROQUEL XR. NMS can cause death and must be 
treated in a hospital. Call your doctor right away if you 
become severely ill and have some or all of these 
symptoms: 
— high fever 

excessive sweating 

rigid muscles 

confusion 

changes in your breathing, heartbeat, and blood 

pressure 
Tardive dyskinesia: Tell your healthcare provider about 
any movements you cannot control in your face, tongue, 
or other body parts. These may be signs of a serious 
condition. Tardive dyskinesia may not go away, even if 
you stop taking SEROQUEL XR. Tardive dyskinesia may 
also start after you stop taking SEROQUEL XR 
Orthostatic hypotension (decreased blood pressure): 
lightheadedness or fainting caused by a sudden change 
in heart rate and blood pressure when rising too quickly 
from a sitting or lying position 
Increases in blood pressure: reported in children and 
teenagers. Your healthcare provider should check blood 
pressure in children and adolescents before starting 
SEROQUEL XR and during therapy. SEROQUEL XR is 
not approved for patients under 18 years of age 
Low white blood cell count 
Cataracts 
Seizures 
Abnormal thyroid tests: Your healthcare provider may do 
blood tests to check your thyroid hormone level 
Increases in prolactin levels: Your healthcare provider 
may do blood tests to check your prolactin levels 
Increases in liver enzymes: Your healthcare provider 
may do blood tests to check your liver enzyme levels 


(continued) 


* Long lasting and painful erection 
* Difficulty swallowing 
Common possible side effects with SEROQUEL XR 
include: 
* drowsiness 
* dry mouth 
* constipation 

dizziness 

increased appetite 

upset stomach 

weight gain 

fatigue 
* disturbance in speech and language 
* stuffy nose 
These are not all the possible side effects of 
SEROQUEL XR. For more information, ask your 
healthcare provider or pharmacist. 
Call your healthcare provider for medical advice 
about side effects. You may report side effects to FDA 
at 1-800-FDA-1088, 


How should | store SEROQUEL XR? 

* Store SEROQUEL XR at room temperature, between 
59°F to 86°F (15°C to 30°C) 

* Keep SEROQUEL XR and all medicines out of the 
reach of children 


What are the ingredients in 

SEROQUEL XR? 

Active ingredient: quetiapine fumarate 

Inactive ingredients: lactose monohydrate, micro- 
crystalline cellulose, sodium citrate, hypromellose, 

and magnesium stearate. The film coating for all 
SEROQUEL XR tablets contain hypromellose, polyeth- 
ylene glycol 400 and titanium dioxide. In addition, yellow 
iron oxide (50, 200 and 300 mg tablets) and red iron 
oxide (50 mg tablets) are included in the film coating of 
specific strengths. 


General information about 

SEROQUEL XR 

Do not take SEROQUEL XR unless your healthcare 
provider has prescribed it for you for your condition. 
Do not share SEROQUEL XR with other people, even 
if they have the same condition. It may harm them. 
NOTE: This summary provides important information 
about SEROQUEL XR. For more information about 
SEROQUEL XR, talk with your healthcare provider 

or pharmacist or call 1-800-236-9933. You can ask 
your healthcare provider for full Prescribing Information 
about SEROQUEL XR that is written for healthcare 
providers and discuss it with him or her. 


SEROQUEL XR is a registered trademark of the AstraZeneca 
group of companies. 

©2011 AstraZeneca 

AstraZeneca Pharmaceuticals LP 

Wilmington, DE 19850 

Rev. 11/11 1518505 12/11 


For more information about 
SEROQUEL XR, 

visit www.SEROQUELXR.com 
or call 1-800-236-9933. 


SEROQUELXR® 


quetiapine fumarate 


extended-release tablets 
50, 150, 200, 300 & 400 mg 


i) 
Astrazeneca 


——/ The Top 10 Things We Love This Week / 


©MUSTLIST 


(From left) Josh Bowman, 
Emily VanCamp, and 
Madeleine Stowe 


REVENGE 


The irresistible 
drama returns | 
Jan. 4 with anew 
shocker, when 
Tyler pulls a gun at 
Daniel’s birthday 
party. It’s probably 
scary for the 
guests, but we 
couldn’t have asked 
for a better present. 
(ABC, Wednesdays, - 
10 p.m.) 


3. ENTERTAINMENT WEEKLY app 
Guess who landed on iTunes’ top 10 list 
of most downloaded entertainment 
apps?! Get the full magazine version of 
EW-—plus links 
to buy music, 
watch trailers, 
and more— 
on your 
iPad, Nook 
Color, Kindle 
Fire, and THE VAMPIRE DIARIES 


select After a game-changing midseason 


N33710) -3MO01S 
NYDOW 3183 “(NVWMOS 


pe pe \ 


CONTAGION DVD and 
download Hypochondriacs, 


beware! Director Steven Soderbergh’s Android finale, the series jumps back into the action 
star-stuffed drama about a deadly viral tablets. on Jan. 5 as Klaus threatens to torment 
pandemic that spreads across the globe (ew.com/ Damon and Elena unless Stefan returns his 


is a seriously creepy ride. (Rated PG-13) allaccess) family. (The CW, Thursdays, 8 p.m.) 
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NEW ARM & HAMMER’ 
PLUS OXICLEAN® 
CRYSTAL BURST DETERGENT 


ARM & HAMMER?® Baking Soda combines with OxiClean® Stain Fighters in 
the newest laundry secret. Deep cleaning micro crystals that brighten, 
whiten and freshen — WHILE SAVING YOU UP TO 30%.* 


MANUFACTURER'S COUPON | EXPIRES 3/1/12 Cnet eon tate Ic EDN Os eed eee 
Of prodct sated or ohess a specifically afaved by us may 
em coupon for face value pls S¢ handing # ems of ofer 


redeem 
on any two (2) ae met. Upon request retaler must show inxioss for enough 
Stock 1D Cover COupors presented Cah vave 1/100¢. Mal to 
ARM & HAMMER® cru & Dutt Co, re, CVS Det #52200, 1 Facet One 
Laundry Detergents Ol Rio, TX 788440. Void where protibited, tered, icensed, or resticted; 


orf copied, atered, or tarsfered, ©2012 Church & Duight Co, inc 


0033200-015700 
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cos: 5 ' 33200 ' 30033 


THE CLEAN YOU NEED 
“per load vs. Tide Total Care AT A FRACTION OF THE COST. 


HOW I MET YOUR MOTHER Celebrate the new year with the whole 
gang. Just don’t expect to find them at MacLaren’s! When the sitcom returns Jan. 2, 
the group is trying to open up a new bar..in Ted’s apartment. (CBS, Mondays, 8 p.m.) 


“NEW YORK,” Snow Patrol _ patsy and Edina, where have you been? 
The Jan. 5 episode of Grey's Anatomy The daffy AbFab duo (played to perfec- 


will feature this haunting new track from tion by Joanna Lumley and Jennifer 
the alt-rockers’ album Fallen Empires (out Saunders) make a hilarious return engage- 
Jan. 10)—more than five years after the ment in this 20th-anniversary special. 


series launched the band's hit “Chasing Cars.” (Logo and BBC America, Jan. 8, 10 p.m.) 


picniapyv 
A.J.CLLUAT 


A QUIET 
VENDETTA 


Though it starts off with 
the disappearance of a 
prominent politician's 
daughter, Ellory’s latest 
novel unfolds into an 
engrossing tale about 
organized crime from 1 MILDRED PIERCE on DVD 


the perspective of a Kate Winslet puts a subtle, tortured spin on the 


kidnapper whose classic weepie melodrama in the five-part HBO miniseries 
agenda will keep you adapted from James M. Cain's 1941 novel about a self-sacrificing 
guessing until the end. mother and her monstrously selfish daughter. 
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MERYL STREEP 
in The Iron Lady 
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INNOVATION UPS!ZED 
The All-New Nissan VERSA SEDAN 


The most leg room, headroom, trunk room and technology' per dollar of any 
car in America. From $10,990? Up to 38 hwy mpg? Comfortably fits 5 passengers. 
The All-New Nissan VERSA’ SEDAN. Innovation for all. 


NissanUSA.com & yy = 


1Space claims based on 1.6 S MT. Tech claim for touch-screen nav, hans yre eben? connectivity, sate radio w/ traffic info, & USB 
audio input ca ributes : 


n, $16,260 ! 


nving seated cine ie com 


BY BENJAMIN SVETKEY AND GRADY SMITH 


WATCHING TOM CRUISE climb 
a Dubai office tower using super- 
sticky ski gloves was pretty much 
the only Christmas miracle at movie 
theaters last week. Aside from 
Mission: Impossible—Ghost Protocol's 
solid opening (see sidebar), a lackluster 
holiday season capped a bah-humbug 
year at the box office. 
The Thanksgiving slate continued 
a yearlong slump. November’s Hugo 
and Arthur Christmas have grossed only 
about $45 million each so far. While The 
Muppets opened strong at $29 million, 
it fell off quickly and has grossed just 
$76.9 million after five weeks in theaters. 
Once upon a time, December was a 
month for great box office results. This 
year, even Steven Spielberg got coal in 
his stocking: The Adventures of Tintin 
took in a worrisome $16.1 million in its 
four-day debut, though it has already 
made $239 million overseas. (The 
director’s War Horse seems to be doing 
better domestically, grossing $15 million 
in its first two days.) Both Sherlock 


Year-End 
Box Office 
Blues 


Holmes: A Game 


of Shadows and 

Alvin and the — Sherlock Holmes: 
Chipmunks: Chip- A Game of Shadows 
wrecked disap- 


pointed in their first 11 days, grossing 
$90.6 million and $56.9 million, 
respectively, which is less than the 
previous installments in their series. 
The ensemble romance New Year’s Eve 
lost steam by Christmas Eve, earning 
a measly $34.3 million after three weeks 
in release. Cameron Crowe’s drama We 
Bought a Zoo made only $15.6 million in 
its first four-day weekend. And The Girl 
With the Dragon Tattoo, David Fincher’s 
adaptation of the best-selling novel, got 
off to a sluggish start—$27.8 million 
over six days—though its hard-R rating 
may have limited its Christmas appeal, 
and it still has strong reviews and Oscar 
buzz to build on. (See story, page 26.) 
According to the National Association 
of Theatre Owners (NATO), from Oct. 1 
to Dec. 13, revenues were down 8.5 per- 
cent from the same time last year. As of 
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We 
Bought 
aZoo 
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NEW YEAR'S EVE: ANDREW SCHWARTZ; THE ADVENTURES OF TINTIN: WETA; 


MISSION: IMPOSSIBLE~GHOST PROTOCOL: INDUSTRIAL LIGHT & MAGIC 


New Year's Eve 


Dec. 13, box office in 2011 is down a total 
of 4 percent, from $9.95 billion in 2010 to 
$9.57 billion, and attendance for the year 
is down 5.6 percent. That’s on top of a 
5 percent drop in 2010. 

“T think it’s primarily what’s out 
there in the marketplace,” NATO’s 
Patrick Corcoran offers as 


The Adventures 
of Tintin 


“Alvinand the Mant 
Chipmunks: 
Chipwrecked 


(3-D tickets are partly responsible 
for the rise). “People’s economic situa- 
tions are forcing them to choose,” says 
Hollywood.com’s Paul Dergarabedian. 
“There are just a lot of options for 
people’s entertainment—that’s always 
been the case, but it’s so prevalent 
now.” Another possibility 


one explanation. “There THIS LACKLUSTER ig the seasonal shift in the 
wasn’t stuff that was rameprmrntorc ak A release schedule. With 
broadly compelling for the BAH-HUMBUG YEAR ™ore and more tentpole 
audience.” That theory— AT THE BOX OFFICE. movies like Fast Five 


that the movies them- 

selves weren’t great—has some merit. 
But there are other, less subjective 
reasons for Hollywood’s crappy 
Christmas. Ticket prices, for one, are 
undoubtedly keeping some at home. 
On average, it cost $7.96 to go to the 
movies in 2011, according to NATO. 


That’s up nearly half a buck from 2009 


coming out in early 
spring, some have argued this leaves 
fewer potential blockbusters by the 
time the holiday season rolls around. 
Corcoran, for one, isn’t a fan of that 
hypothesis. “The right movie can open 
any time of year,” he insists. For now, 
at least, those right movies are few 
and far between. = 


Mission: 
Impossible Is 


the Holiday 
Champ 


his: fo : Impossible— 
’ Ghost Protocol 
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THE SHAW REPORT IN DemiLoyato, 


BY JESSICA SHAW activist 


} 
Jack Nicholson in } 
The Shining; anew 
documentary explores | 
conspiracy theories 
about the horror movie | 

J 


: 
a} 


Sundance DocLoo 
At Shining Rumors 


“WE ALL SHINE ON?” is the line from 
_ John Lennon’s “Instant Karma!” that 

CLUES inspired Stephen King to call his novel The 
“2 Shining. Another thing that apparently 
goes “on and on and on, on, on” are theories about hidden 
messages in Stanley Kubrick’s film version. Among the 
most intriguing (if far-fetched): A fervent fan believes the 
director of 2001: A Space Odyssey helped the U.S. govern- 
ment stage the Apollo 1/ moon landing, then planted clues 
about it in the 1980 Jack Nicholson horror movie. Other 
viewers speculate (more credibly) that the movie is an 
allegory for white pioneers taking Native American land. 
Room 287, anew documentary debuting Jan. 28 at the 
Sundance Film Festival, examines some of these enigmas. 

Named after the hotel room that the movie's psychic little 
boy is warned to avoid, the movie is an exploration of the 
ways fans have tried to uncover stealth meanings in The 
Shining, and is aimed at both film buffs and conspiracy 
theorists. “Some of this stuff seems funny, because people are 
coming up with very big ideas based on incidental details,” 
says first-time feature director Rodney Ascher. “But others 
might see it as a little scary.” Room 237 isn’t afraid to play up 
the idea that Kubrick, who died in 1999, was harboring deep, 
dark secrets—even if he wasn't. “I didn’t intend to answer the 
questions,” says Ascher, who purposely avoided consulting 
with Kubrick’s estate or collaborators. “Now that I’m done, 
I’d be fascinated to find out what actually went down, but 
my interest was more about the effect [The Shining] had 
on the audience.” After all, if Kubrick had directed the moon 
landing, you can bet fans would quickly dissect that footage 
for hidden meanings, too. —Anthony Breznican 


| 5 MINUTES AGO OUT Miley Cyrus, 
Selena Gomez, girlfriend stoner 


© Lady Gaga’s former assistant files lawsuit claiming 
she was forced to be the singer’s “personal alarm clock” 
We thought she was whining until we found out she 
literally had to dress in a Thierry Mugler-designed clock 
costume with a snooze-button hat. 


© Justin Bieber ranked No. 2 on list of charitable celebs 
He gave nearly half his income to groups researching 
Bieber fever, a serious illness that affects one in three 
adolescent girls, and one in eight of their mothers. 


© Louis Vuitton files lawsuit over fake bag used in 
The Hangover Part II They claim it was a cheap imitation 
of the original. The bag too. 


© Drake angry at artist who tattooed “DRAKE” on 
woman's forehead He’s only mad because he was her 
second choice, after “Young Jeezy Featuring Jay-Z & Andre 
3000" wouldn't fit. 

© The anonymous actress suing IMDb for revealing her 
age will have to put her real name on the lawsuit But 
even if she does, she'll probably subtract a couple letters. 
© Hugh Hefner and ex-fiancée still sparring over 
ownership of their pet spaniel Hef misunderstood when, 
during their final fight, she told him, “You'll never see these 
puppies again!” 

© Alec Baldwin drops mayoral hopes, disses candidates 
as “horny for their own ascension” He prefers Hollywood, 
where people are horny for simpler things like sex and money. 


© Heidi Klum to compete on The Price Is Right She may 
not ace the grocery prices, but it should be noted that she 
was the captain of Germany’s 1996 Olympic Plinko team. 

© The King’s Speech lands on list of most pirated 
movies of 2011 In related news, 10,000 copies of 
Downton Abbey “fell off a truck” in New Jersey, and feds 
busted a mule trying to smuggle Dame Judi Dench 

past airport security. a 
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DARREN CRISS 
HITS BROADWAY 


> Glee’s head Warbler is singing and dancing on the 
Great White Way for a three-week run, stepping in for 
Daniel Radcliffe in the hit How to Succeed in Business... 


DARREN CRISS can cross “Broadway 
debut” off his New Year’s resolution 
list. The 24-year-old Glee star takes 
over for Daniel Radcliffe in the hit 
Broadway musical How to Succeed in 
Business Without Really Trying for three 
weeks, beginning Jan. 3 (after that, 
singer Nick Jonas will play corporate- 
ladder climber J. Pierrepont Finch). We 
talked to the University of Michigan 
theater major about the show, what 


this means for his TV gig, and his 
connection to Radcliffe’s famed Harry 
Potter role. —Tim Stack 


—> BROADWAY WAS A NO-BRAINER After 
spotting him on Glee, How to Succeed 
producers Craig Zadan and Neil Meron 
(Hairspray) thought Criss would be the 
ideal choice to succeed Radcliffe when 
the Harry Potter star left the show after 
10 months. “We asked Darren if he was 


NEWS AND NOTES 


interested in doing a 
limited run in the 
show, and he got ona 
plane and snuck into 
the theater one matinee 
to check out the part,” says 
Zadan. “He called when he 
got out and said, ‘I have to 
play this role!’” Adds Criss, 
“Tt seemed too good to be 
true, so I made it a priority.” 


> HE’S ALWAYS BEEN WILD 
ABOUT HARRY In college, 
Criss played the Boy Who 
Lived in a 2009 spoof called 
A Very Potter Musical; You- 
Tube clips of his perfor- 
mance soon went viral. But 
he and Radcliffe have never 
met. “We have lots to talk 
about, the least of which 
would be Harry Potter,” 
says Criss, adding that they 
both work with the Trevor 
Project, a service organiza- 
tion supporting gay and 
lesbian youth. “We’ve been 
on parallel paths.” 


> FEAR NOT, GLEEKS: BLAINE WILL BE 
BACK Given the postholiday timing of 
his Broadway gig, Criss will miss only 
one or two episodes of Glee. Even so, 
he’s grateful to Glee co-creator Ryan 
Murphy and the network for granting 
him a brief sabbatical: “They were 
surprisingly supportive.” 


> OPENING-NIGHT TERRORS Criss hopes 
that friends and family are MIA for his 
first performance at the Al Hirschfeld 
Theatre. “Everyone’s like, ‘Oh, I gotta go 
to your opening night!” 
he says. “But I’m terri- 
fied. I’m like, ‘No! See it 


x ‘ 

MORE ON at, like, two and a half 
EW.COM , ee 
For the latest weeks. Theater is a 
theater news living creature. It takes 

and reviews, ; . . : 
aNd eanconi? a while to break in, like 
stage a new pair of shoes.” m 


Photograph by ROBERT TRACHTENBERG 
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James Franco to Oscar: 
Give Andy the Gold! 


SOME OF THE BEST REVIEWS this year went to an 
actor who never fully appeared on screen. Andy Serkis 
won plaudits for his motion-capture performance as 
Caesar, the research primate-turned-revolutionary in 
this summer’s Rise of the Planet of the Apes. Yet his name 
isn’t coming up too often this awards season—so far only 
the Broadcast Film Critics Association has listed him 
among their Best Actor nominees. And that 
doesn’t bode too well for Serkis’ Academy Award 
prospects, much to the chagrin of his Apes costar 
James Franco. “To me, it seems like sucha shame 
that Andy doesn’t get recognized now, because 
this is the moment when he’s really broken 
through,” Franco says. “[Motion capture] is still 
fresh, and he’s doing it better than anyone else 
on the planet.” Franco points out that the Acad- 
emy has nominated actors using heavy traditional 
makeup—like John Hurt for his facially obscured 
rolein The Elephant Man (1980)—and suggests 
that digitally enhanced performances shouldn’t 
be treated any differently. Serkis was at the center 
of the first big debate on this subject a decade ago, 
when critics wondered if his iconic turn as the 
ghoulish Gollum in the Lord of the Rings series 
would earn him an Oscar nomination. It didn’t. 
That snub might have a renewed sting today, 
since the character’s return is being used as 
amoney moment in the new trailer for Zhe 
Hobbit. “What he does is real acting,” says 
Franco of Serkis, who has earned Emmy, 
Golden Globe, and BAFTA nominations for 

his nondigital film and TV work. “I got to work 
opposite Andy the whole time on the actual 
sets. We were back to one actor acting opposite 
another—it was just that one of us was playing 
achimpanzee.” —KEITH STASKIEWICZ 


James Franco; 
(below) Andy 

Serkis before 

and after 
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Sigur Ros’ Jonsi 


Scores Wit 
A 


is a huge fan of 
Icelandic alternative 
band , par- 
ticularly its frontman, 
the single-named 
mastermind 
So to help We 
Bought a Zoo star 
get 
into an emotional 
mood for a scene 
where his character 
pores over photos of 
his late wife, Crowe 
played Jonsi’s magi- 
cal 2010 track “Sinking 
Friendships” on the 
set. It worked so well 
that the director 
eventually enlisted 
Jonsi to score the 
entire film. “He asked 
for something to 
look at,” Crowe 
remembers. “So | 
sent him the ‘Sinking 
Friendships’ scene.” 
Jonsi remembers 
being flattered—and 
a bit confused. “The 
only thing | saw was 
Matt Damon crying 


Scarlett Johansson 
and Matt.Damon 


h Zoo 


to my song,” he says. 
“| didn’t know what 
to think.” But after 
reading the script 
and realizing the 
entire film—about 

a widower who 
reopens a run-down 
z00 in California with 
his family—wouldn't 
consist of people 
sobbing, Jonsi signed 
on. The result is 

an ethereal, atmo- 
spheric score. “I 
wanted to have it be 
quite quirky and lo-fi 
and mix that with 
dramatic, expansive 
Hollywood-style 
strings,” says Jonsi, 
who created much 
of his work for Zoo 
ona Casio keyboard. 
His music-freak 
director couldn't be 
happier. Says Crowe: 
"Jonsi is able to score 
the highs and lows 
of life while remind- 
ing you that there’s 
exuberance to life 
itself” —Dave Karger 
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| Movies 


Kim Wayans’ Partin 
Pariah IsNoJoke 


NS OF THE early-90s sketch-comedy show 
In Living Color may be surprised to learn that 


> For more movie and TV news, go to insidemovies.e 


Pariah’s Kim 
Wayans and 
Adepero Oduye 


“But | was denied the opportunity because | 
got typecast.” Wayans’ manager had to fight 
even to get his client ina room with director 
Dee Rees for an audition. Now the 50-year-old 
actress hopes that Pariah—which earned Rees 


AMChas ordered 
a second season 
of its railroad- 
themed Western 
Hell on Wheels, 
starring 

and 


,and 


will join 

in 
Lovelace, a biopic 
of porn star 


Directed by 
and 


the film, which 
also stars 
and 


went into produc- 


the woman who so memorably lampooned the Breakthrough Director prize at the Gotham tion on Dec. 20. 

Tracy Chapman and Oprah Winfrey two Independent Film Awards—will broaden her 

decades ago is now taking on one of the years _—_ Career options as well. “| don’t want to give up ot 

most dramatic roles. In the Sundance hit comedy to do drama. | want to be like Robin have signed on 

Pariah (now in theaters), Kim Wayans gives Williams and Barbra Streisand and move for an adaptation 

a startling performance as the disapproving through both worlds.” Her dramatic side, she of r : 

mother of a lesbian teen. “As | got into my 30s, _ Says, “was just laying there, waiting to hatch. S futuristic 
ee ; 2 young-adult 

| started thinking about wanting to do drama Hey, that could be the name of my autobiogra- favorite Enders 

and knowing that | had it in me,” Wayans says. _ phy: Waiting to Hatch!” —DAVE KARGER Game, set for 

a March 15, 2013, 
release. 


Walking Dead Creator 
ate the Land of the Living 


van is best known for writing the epic zombie 
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a ic The Walking Dead and penning episodes of AMC's 
hugely successful adaptation. But his new project, Thief of 
Thieves, is an undead-free zone. “It’s about a thief named 
Conrad Paulson,” Kirkman says of the comic, which debuts 
Feb. 8. (He developed Thieves with a team of scribes and then 
tasked Nict acer with writing the initial six-issue arc.) 
“There will be no zombies, no space aliens, no superheroes. 

It’s real human characters doing somewhat horrible things to 
each other.” Kirkman is more evasive about the second half of 


Abigail 
the current season of The Walking Dead, which returns Feb. 12. Breen 
“It has a lot of kick-ass stuff,” he says. “I just watched episodes 


11, 12, and 13 all in one night. It’s insane.” —Clark Collis 


The Walking Dead’s 
Andrew Lincoln 
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Marilyn vs. Marilyn 

NBC's highly anticipated musical drama Smash, executive-produced by 
Steven Spielberg and starring American Idol's Katharine McPhee (left) and 
Broadway's Megan Hilty (9 to 5, right) as rivals competing for the lead ina 
musical about Marilyn Monroe, debuts Feb. 6. Says McPhee of Monroe, “You 
grow up knowing who she is, and you have this idea in your head. It’s always 
the heightened Marilyn. She was really more of a simple woman.” —Tim Stack 
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Kiefer Sutherland — 
Has the Touch — 


Kiefer Sutherland (24) returns 
to Fox Jan. 25 on Touch, an 
ambitious drama about a 
widower named Martin 

whose 11-year-old son, Jake, 
suffers from severe autism. 
Unable to speak, the boy is 
actually a genius who learns 

to communicate through 
numbers—which mysteriously 
tell small but significant stories 
about unrelated people 
throughout the world. “I have 
been exploring the theme of 
interconnectivity,” explains 
creator Tim Kring (Heroes) 
about the show, which also stars 
Danny Glover as a sympathetic 
professor. “I really felt like it 
was a message that | wanted to 
focus on: the idea of global 
consciousness and how what 
happens10,000 miles away can 
really affect you.” —Lynette Rice 


Gossip GirlHeads 

to the Chapel 

The 100th episode of The CW's 
hit socialite soap airs on Jan. 30 
at 8 p.m.,, and the network is 
planning quite an event to 
celebrate the milestone: the 
wedding of Blair Waldorf 
(Leighton Meester) to Prince 
Louis (Hugo Becker). Meester, 
seen here with her onscreen 
stepdad Cyrus (Wallace Shawn, 
left) and dad Harold John 
Shea), admits her Vera Wang 
gown made a huge impression 
on the cast and crew during 
shooting. “It’s so funny because 
everyone kept coming up to me 
and saying, 

‘You look so 

beautiful,” 

she says. 

“And I'm like, 3 
‘You know it’s pay 
not actually For additional 
my wedding sneak peeks, 
day, right?” go to ew.com/ 
—Tim Stack firstlook 
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Pet ae on IFC) is both a love and a laugh letter to the 
5 CO-CREATOR/ACTOR quirky city of Portland, Ore. The comedian 
Portlandia explains his affectionate obsession. 


BEFORE I'D EVER BEEN TO PORTLAND, | used to try to picture it in my head, 
and all I could think of was a woolly ski hat. At the time, during the 1990s, there was 
so much talk about Seattle and flannel shirts that no one really knew anything about 
Portland. So when I finally went out there, it was like, Whoa, this is the place! It’s like 
a European city, nestled away in the hills, where you can get the best Americano ever. 

On Portlandia, we’re not mocking Portland’s progressive, feminist, do-it-yourself 
vibe. We're celebrating it. I remember the first time I realized that Portland was a 
special city: I saw this feminist bookstore called In Other Words. There was a sign 
out front that said something like “The Last Remaining Nonprofit, Volunteer-Run 
Feminist Bookstore.” That’s a lot of words to put on a sign! I mean, it wasn’t just 
like, Maryann’s Books or something. Inside, there were even more signs, creating 
subgenres for the books or stating the rules for the store. I saw one that said, “We 
won't tolerate any ageist comments,” and I thought, This is the kind of place that you 
don’t see everywhere. Carrie Brownstein and I started to imagine what it would be 
like to work there, and that became the inspiration for our first comedy sketch, 
“Feminist Bookstore.” We filmed it inside that bookstore. You can see those signs. 

The best part about Portlandia is that we didn’t really need to make this stuff 
up. For the first season, we wrote a sketch about Dumpster diving. Part of me 
thought, Is this even a real thing? But then one of our extras was like, “Oh, I’m a 
Dumpster diver.” She had made some kind of tinfoil Wi-Fi connec- 
tion with stuff she’d gotten from the Dumpster. We were like, 
“What?” I don’t know how the hell she did that. 

But that’s so Portland. People out there are always like, “How can 
I take this very specific thing and turn it into a fine art?” This 
season, we have a sketch about this specialty-cocktail craze—like 
ginger-based bourbon drinks infused with rotten banana peels and 
topped off with eggshells. I’m not a drinker, so to me it’s absurd. But 
at the same time, I love what making those fancy drinks says about 
the human spirit, especially in this bad economy. Isn’t it nice that, 
even in the midst of so much unemployment, human beings are still 
like, “I want to make a fancy cocktail, and not just any tropical 
drink with an umbrella, but a real speakeasy drink”? That’s what I 
love about this country! 

Many of the sketches on Portlandia came from something real. 
Whenever we need to cast someone with a very “Portland” look, 


WHAT'S SO FUNNY 
ABOUT PORTLAND? 


Fred Armisen’s Portlandia (returning Jan. 6 


we don’t need cos- 
tumes. We just use 
our crew. (Our budget 
doesn’t allow us to 
use 50 extras.) In the 
“Dream of the ’90s” 
sketch, there’s a guy 
using this rope yo-yo 
thing, and that’s our 
prop guy. He had a 
“503” tattoo—that’s a 
Portland area code—and he drove our 
props around town in an ambulance. 
He couldn’t have been more Portland. 

Maybe that’s why people in Portland 
seem to connect with our work, from the 
artsy people in cafés to the guy who 
works at a gas station. People are always 
handing me food, like, “Hey, I work at 
this bakery and I love what you do, so 
here’s a loaf of bread!” Or they’ll hand 
me a business card, like, “I do karate 
yoga. If you ever want to do an episode 
about that...” We get inspiration from 
stuff like that all the time. 

You know something I’ve noticed lately 
that I want to write a sketch about? In 
Portland, they put a fried egg on top of 
everything, just to make it extra yummy. 
It’s just like, “Crack an egg on that!” We 
haven’t found a way to work that into a 
sketch yet, but maybe someday we will. 
I don’t know if Portland’s ever been 
inspired by Port- 
landia in the same 
way, but it would 
be cool if the 
people there took 
something from 
the show and 
made it a reality. 
We have a sketch 
about bike valets. 
As far as I know, 
there aren’t any 
cities that provide 
that service. Port- 
land? You should 
get on that. m 
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Mel Gibson Loses Half 
His Fortune in Divorce 


Mel Gibson has set another megamillions record, but this time 
it’s not at the box office. On Dec. 23, the actor and director, 56, 
finalized his divorce from his wife of three decades, Robyn 
Moore, who filed for divorce in 2009. As part of the settlement, 
she’s entitled to up to half of the star’s estimated $850 million 


GIBSON: CHARLES PLATIAU/REUTERS/LANDOV; GIBSON AND MOORE: RON GALELLA, LTD./WIREIMAGE.COM; MCCONAUGHEY: JORDAN STRAUSS/ WIREIMAGE.COM; MESSING: MICHAEL STEWART/WIREIMAGE.COM; JONES: CHRISTOPHER POLK/WIREIMAGE.COM 


fortune. It is one of the biggest divorce payouts in Hollywood 
history. The couple, who have seven children together, 
apparently did not sign a prenuptial agreement, so Robyn, 
per California law, is entitled to half of everything the 

Oscar winner earned during their marriage. Bachelorhood has 
certainly come with a stiff price tag for Gibson. Though the 
$750,000 he agreed to pay ex-girlfriend Oksana Grigorieva 
last August as part of a custody agreement involving their 
daughter must now seem like a bargain. —-NUZHAT NAOREEN 


boy in March. They 


Citing “the behaviour 


“Embarrassed by 


“| could just eat you 
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has ason, Levi, 3, 
and a daughter, 


Vida, 2.... Lady them free.” Yo = 
Antebellum’s Dave 3 : 7 
Haywood, 29, ARRESTED PEAS, SS 
became engaged American Idol runner- ' i 
to girlfriend Kelli SPLITS up Adam Lambert, DECEMBER 31 
Cashiola on Dec. 19. Will & Grace star 29, and his boyfriend, Taye Dic 
Debra Messing, 43,  Sauli Koskinen, were ‘ate Bo 
EXPECTING and husband Daniel _jailed in Helsinki on SAOUUART 
Suburgatory actor Zellman announced _— Dec. 22 after (>) iene 
Jeremy Sisto, 37, on Dec. 20 that they —_ reportedly getting R ay Cc 
announced on separated in 2011 into an alcohol- JANUARYS 
Dec.20thatheand _ after 10 years of fueled argument at Lo 
his wife, Addie Lane, marriage. Theyhave abar. Lambert JANUARY. é 
are expectingababy ason, Roman, 7... later tweeted, x 


coloring his life and 
career. “U love some- 
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Those eyes, those lip 
those piercings. 
LISBETH SALANDER is the 
inscrutable, androgynous, 


and explosive heroine of THE GIRL WITH 
THE DRAGON TATTOO— 
and we can’t stop thinking about her. 
Here’s how David Fincher and actress 
ROONEY MARA brought the character 
to life, and what’s 
behind her incendiary appeal. 


By MARK HARRIS 
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Rooney Mara 


The office politics of 
Swedish magazines and the 
intricacies of Kuropean libel 
laws can be reasonably 
compelling. The sexual and 
professional exploits of a 
middle-aged journalist are 
not without interest. And 
everybody likes a good, sick 
multigenerational family 
scandal, especially one 
involving sex and Nazis. But, 
as the shrewd publisher who 
changed the title of the late 
novelist Stieg Larsson’s 

Men Who Hate Women figured 
out, it really all comes 

down to one thing: the girl 
with the dragon tattoo. 
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Three novels, three Scandinavian film adaptations, tens of 
millions of readers, and one big Hollywood gamble on a piece 
of uncompromisingly dark yuletide entertainment later, it’s 
still true. Lisbeth Salander, the sleek, spooky avatar of 
payback who attempts to exorcise her past and take one 
small step into civilized society while investigating a rotting 
family dynasty, is the first character from a grown-up novel 
to become a pop culture touchstone since Hannibal Lecter. 
And she’s never been more fascinating than in David Fincher’s 
new film, which opened Dec. 20. (Initial grosses were reason- 
able for a 158-minute R-rated movie whose own ads cheekily 
called it “the feel bad movie of Christmas”; to become a 
bona fide hit, it will need the good word of mouth that its 
A CinemaScore seems to portend.) 

Fincher and his screenwriter Steven Zaillian (the expert 
adapter whose credits range from Schindler’s List to Moneyball) 
have caught all of Lisbeth’s contradictions and frictions—she’s 
supercompetent but marginalized, strong but fragile, emotion- 
ally affectless but vulnerably self-protective, human and other, 
unmistakably female and yet a gender unto herself (notably, 
when she gets into drag at the movie's climax, it’s asa woman— 
and nobody recognizes her). Even though many of us know 
how it all turns out, Salander remains the mystery to which 
we keep returning: Who is she? What is she? Why is she? 

It was an issue that initially puzzled even Fincher himself. 
“T knew what this should look like and feel like,” he says. “But 
I didn’t know what an actress would have to do to make 
me feel about Lisbeth the way I should feel.” As played with 
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ENTER THE DRAGON 


(Clockwise from top left) As Lisbeth Salander, Mara gets inked; 
Salander under cover; the dragon tattoo gets its close-up; Salander 
carries out justice; Daniel Craig and Mara; director David Fincher and 
Craig review a scene; Craig as Mikael Blomkvist 


MARA IN WIG, ON SET WITH MARA, CRAIG, MARA FIGHTING, CRAIG AND MARA: BALDUR BRAGASON (5); ON SET WITH CRAIG: MERRICK MORTON 
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commitment and conviction by 26-year-old Rooney Mara, 
whose breakout role has brought her to the edge of an Oscar 
nomination, Lisbeth may be a Hollywood movie heroine 
unlike any other. But although she’s an original, she didn’t 
emerge in a vacuum. By the time Larsson conceived her a 
decade ago, there were plenty of forerunners he could 
scavenge and strip for parts. In a way, Salander’s two god- 
mothers are Sissy Spacek as the telekinetic wallflower- 
turned-destroyer in 1976’s Carrie and Daryl Hannah as Pris, 
the cartwheeling death doll in 1982’s Blade Runner. Like 
Lisbeth, Carrie is an outcast whose abusive treatment by both 
her family and her society (a.k.a. high school) triggers the 
surge of her special power into something dangerous. And 
like Lisbeth, she never seems more emotionally remote— 
removed even from herself—than when she’s unleashing hell. 

Hannah’s Blade Runner character is the other side of Lisbeth: 
She’s an android made monstrous by men who use her as a 
receptacle for their pleasure, and although she’s extraordi- 
narily physically adept, she’s also a shattered thing, someone 
who can never be a full human being. Judging by the black- 
mask eye makeup Lisbeth puts on just before turning the 
tables on her evil guardian in the centerpiece scene of Fincher’s 
movie, she appears to be a Blade Runner fan. 

But Larsson was clearly influenced by the next generation 
of stone-cold female badasses as well. Tim Burton and 
Michelle Pfeiffer’s Catwoman, early goth, and Neil Gaiman’s 
Death helped establish the S&M-dungeon look, and they all 
became representatives of that catchall that covers a multi- 
tude of sexist sins, “empowerment.” The new model was the 
1990 movie La Femme Nikita, which managed to spawn an 
American remake and two TV series. Its central idea—a 
lithe girl-woman transformed into a killing machine but 
largely robbed of her humanity in the process—has become 
the cultural stereotype that just keeps on giving. 

You know the rules by now: There usually has to be an 
abusive, neglectful, or shortsighted man (stepfather, govern- 
ment agent, scientist) who made our antiheroine what she 
is—or isn’t. Recently, we’ve seen variations embodied by 
Angelina Jolie (Wanted), Chloé Grace Moretz (Kick-Ass), 
Saoirse Ronan (Hanna), and Eliza Dushku (Dollhouse). The 


SAL. 


fe 
SISSY SPACEK 
Carrie 


DARYL HANNAH 
Blade Runner 


ANNE PARILLAUD 
La Femme Nikita 


ANGELINA JOLIE 
Wanted 


ER’S SISTERS 


(Right) Swedish actors 
Peter Andersson and Noomi 
Rapace in 2009's The Girl 
With the Dragon Tattoo; 
(far right) Mara and Yorick 
van Wageningen in David 
Fincher’s new adaptation 


story can tilt as far toward fanboy fantasy as the odious 
Sucker Punch (in which, with no room for subtlety, the char- 
acter is actually named Babydoll), or it can be as network- 
friendly (and in syne with a female audience) as The Good 
Wife's Kalinda, who shares with Lisbeth a taste for formfitting 
black, bisexuality, unreadable facial expressions, a past she 
won't discuss, and an occasional appetite for bone-crunching 
violence directed toward misbehaving men. 

So Lisbeth has a lot of cousins—which makes it all the more 
impressive that in Fincher and Zaillian’s version, she seems 
completely unique. How did the director, writer, and actress 
manage to blast away the clichés and make her new again? 
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THEY CREATED HER LOOK AS AN EXTENSION 
OF HER CHARACTER 

In some ways, Fincher’s Lisbeth is the vision of a young 
woman so scarred by brutality that she has attempted to 
turn herself into something inorganic—a vehicle, a weapon, 
a human flash drive. Right from the audacious credits 
sequence, a tech-industrial tribute to Maurice Binder’s 
James Bond openers, Fincher’s aim was to depict “the 
primordial black ooze of the subconscious that relates to 
Lisbeth in a nightmare state. I said, ‘I want to see close-ups 


She's fierce, shrewd, vulnerable—and part of a 
long, proud, badass tradition. A look at some of 
Lisbeth Salander’s close relatives, 


ELIZA DUSHKU 
Dollhouse 


ARCHIE PANJABI :CHLOEGRACE MORETZ : 
The Good Wife Kick-Ass 


SAOIRSE RONAN 
Hanna 
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MERRICK MORTON 


of leather, close-ups of skin with needles coming through it, 


a” 


the chrome of a motorcycle.” When we first glimpse Mara 
herself in the movie, she’s on that motorcycle, upholstered in 
black and metal, her head covered by a helmet, so genderless 
and impenetrable that she seems like an extension of the 
chassis she’s straddling. 


And once she takes the helmet off, it’s not as ifher appear- | 


ance thaws. “Trish Summerville, the costume designer, and 
I talked a lot about it. Trish has some of the most beautiful 
piercings and little studs in her nose, but that’s jewelry,” 
says Fincher. By contrast, Lisbeth’s piercings—brow, nose, 
lip, nipple—actually look painful and self-violating. “We 
went back to that first idea of Sid Vicious with a safety pin 
through his cheek and what it meant,” he says. “That was 
not a way of saying, ‘Look at me, I’m special, I’m different, 
I’m committed.’ It was a way of saying, ‘Get away or you’re 
going to get blood on you.’” 

Designing that stay-away look demanded a good deal of 
cooperation from his very game star, certainly the only 
actress in a major movie this year to receive a warning from 
her director the day she got the part that “there are going to 
be holes put in your body.” (Which, yes, actually happened.) 
“Rooney’s a beautiful girl,” says Fincher. “She can look like 
Audrey Hepburn—but she can also look like a boy. So we’d 
decide where we wanted to put the stud through her eyebrow 
by asking, ‘Where is it going to be most in the way? Where is 
the most distracting place?’” When they were shooting her 
in bed, “we had to be really sure that the nipple piercing was 
in the place where it was going to catch the light. We decided 
these things way in advance, to make sure that you got as 


much bang for your buck as possible. 
It should make you wince to look at 
her for too long.” 
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Because the powerful side of Lisbeth is 
so extraordinary—she’s a genius 
hacker, an intuitive researcher, a 
fighter of brutal precision, and some- 
one capable of almost animal rage— 
it’s tempting to view her as both more 
and less than a person. In lesser hands 
she could come off as nothing other 
than an amalgam of instinct and 
otherworldly menace. That was some- 
thing that Mara was determined to 
avoid. “She has this ability to be 
incredibly violent, and she has a lot of 
anger and rage, but it’s something she 
works incredibly hard to keep at bay,” 
says the actress. “I think that’s much 
more interesting than someone who’s 
just sort of walking around angry all the time.” 

In other words, the most startling thing about this incarna- 
tion of Lisbeth may be that she’s human. “She’s not an avenging 
angel,” Zaillian insists. “We were never interested in that. We 
never felt this was Dirty Harry or Death Wish. She’s a person 
who has to deal with a lot of things. Even when she’s hacking 
or driving her motorcycle, I just don’t think I’m capable of 
pleasing myself if I’m writing a character as a superhero.” 

That principle extended even to the unflinching retribution 
scene in which Lisbeth deals a cold round of punishment to the 
guardian who raped her. “You don’t get a sense that she’s 
enjoying it—she’s just taking care ofa problem,” says Zaillian. 
“And when she’s done, she doesn’t gloat. She just leaves.” 

Though the graphically animated opening sequence teases 
us with the notion that Lisbeth herself is part dragon, part 
demon, part molded-toxin product of a mad doctor’s lab, 
Fincher was also committed to keeping his title character 
tethered to reality. “Psychologically, she has to work on two 
currents,” he says. “One of them is saying, I don’t trust anyone, 
I don’t want to have anyone in my life, and I’m willing to put on 
this garb that says, ‘Stay the f--- away from me.’ And at the 
same time, it’s almost as if she’s in agreement with what every- 
one has always said about her, which is that she’s trash. She’s 
perfectly willing to look like refuse in order to be left alone.” 


3 


As readers of the second and third novels in Larsson’s trilogy 
know, Lisbeth isn’t a complete cipher. There are reasons for 
her shut-down demeanor, her self-imposed isolation, the 
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damage she does and the damage she embodies. Those 
answers are intriguing enough that the makers of the 2009 
Swedish adaptation of Dragon Tattoo even swiped a big reveal 
for the first movie in their series. But Fincher and Zaillian 
were less interested in traveling that road than in depicting 
the character as a haunted, hollowed-out young woman who 
helps solve a mystery while remaining one herself. “I felt that 
was the task at hand,” says Fincher. “In the book, as expansive 
as it is, somehow she remains enigmatic. And when Steve pre- 
sented the script, it seemed very apparent that the beauty of 
her was going to be the impression that she makes, and not 
necessarily the questions that she answers.” 

With that in mind, much of the material introducing Lisbeth 
was jettisoned. Larsson’s detailed account of her long-standing 
relationship with her previous, kindly guardian is distilled to 
a couple of shots, her connection to a benevolent employer is 
all but brushed away, and a hint of the backstory involving her 
father comes out only in the briefest of scenes after she and 
Mikael sleep together, when Lisbeth opens up but doesn’t 
exactly warm up. “David and I talked about it,” says Zaillian. 
“Do we reveal anything about it, and if so, how much? What I 
like about it is that she’s not exactly sure how to express 
herself—she hasn’t known how to do that since she was 12. 
And when she does, it’s in a very explicit, matter-of-fact way.” 
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THEY FOUND AN ACTRESS WHO GOT IT 
The director of The Social Network, Zodiac, and Se7en is 
known for both his comfort with the dark side (“My name 


\ 


and serial killers are so synonymous that there’s not going to 
be a big element of surprise there,” Fincher admits genially) 
and his willingness to work his actors until he gets what he 
wants. But, he says, “casting Rooney wasn’t about finding 
someone who would comply. What I was smitten with, from 
about the third screen test of the five or six we did, was that 
this was a person | could turn this over to. I could say to her, 
‘Here are the most annoying marbles that you need to keep 
rattling around in your skull. Now go—make it hurt, make it 
unfathomable, don’t articulate it, don’t use any of an actor’s 
greatest tricks or natural tools to build a bridge to the audi- 
ence. Not even eye contact.’ And she'd do it.” 

Now, he says, his only worry is that her indelible perfor- 
mance will be hard for her to shake. The day she was cast, 
Fincher says he warned her—among many things he 
warned her that she’d go through—that taking such an 
iconic role might be “something that casts a shadow over a 
lot of accomplishments you may be hoping for.” Vivien Leigh 
gave a great performance in A Streetcar Named Desire, he 
told her, but she would always be remembered as Scarlett 
O’Hara first. 

“T did say that,” Fincher says, “but it’s sort of been spoken 
about as though it was one last little bit of torture for her. It 
wasn’t. It was just a reminder that sometimes a gift can also 
be a curse.” On that point Mara disagrees. She’s already 
looking ahead to The Girl Who Played With Fire. “1 don’t feel 
finished with the character,” she says. “I’m not ready to go 
back there yet, but I think by the time we start, I will be.” 
(Additional reporting by Rob Brunner) 


David Fincher has turned the Swedish best-seller into dangerous, invigorating 
cinema, and star Rooney Mara, as the title character, positively enthralls. 


OUR CRITI 


'S TAKE 


OWEN GLEIBERMAN weighs in on The Girl With the Dragon Tattoo. 


THE GIRL WITH THE 
DRAGON TATTOO 
gives off a ripely 
kinky, menacing 
glow. As directed 
by the high-grunge 
master David 
Fincher, the movie 
has a sensuality 
and danger that 
the 2009 Swedish 
version, dutifully effective as it was, did not. 
Fincher, as just about every Dragon Tattoo 
fan knows by now, has stuck close to the 
spirit and most of the details of Stieg 
Larsson’s Swedish gothic serial-killer novel, 
in which a disgraced left-wing journalist, 
Mikael Blomkvist (Daniel Craig), is hired to 
investigate a homicide that has haunted an 
aristocratic family for 40 years. Larsson’s 
plot is nothing more (or less) than a clever 
conventional whodunit festooned with 
glimmers of depravity. Fincher, however, 


teases out the mythological grandeur of the 
material. He's not just a great director—he's 
an artist with the eyes of a voyeur. 

As Lisbeth Salander, Rooney Mara is a 
revelation. She sports the spiky black plum- 
age of a punkette peacock, with oversize 
earrings tightened onto her lobes like gears, 
pale-gray skin set off by barely perceptible 
eyebrows, choppy bangs, and piercings she 
wears like scars. She's like Clarice Starling 
crossed with Joan of Arc crossed with a home- 
less, fingerless-gloved teen sociopath. The 
violations that Lisbeth suffers at the hands of 
her piggish guardian (Yorick van Wageningen) 
rouse us to her side. When she seeks ven- 
geance, armed with scurrilous video and a 
tattoo gun, she’s operating out of hell-bent 
instinct. Mara acts with a quiet power—a rage 
chilled into silence—that is almost ghostly. 

Fincher has made an electrifying movie 
by turning us, the audience, into addicts of 
the forbidden, looking for the sick and twisted 
things we can't see, Lisbeth’s superstar 


hacking is presented as a girl's stealth entrée 
into the male power structure. She's not just 
investigating a murder, She's fighting her 
own victimization, taking on the men who 
fear and loathe women, Craig, edgy and alert, 
is at his saturnine best—though | do wish 
he'd tried for a Swedish accent, to create a 
slightly different persona. There's a torture 
scene that’s memorable in its sick-puppy 
majesty. | will say outright that the closest 
Fincher comes to genius in this film is his 
use of Enya’s “Orinoco Flow (Sail Away)” as 
a background aria of jaunty dread. 

The new Dragon Tattoo is a brilliant 
franchise movie, but Fincher obviously felt 
duty-bound to retain the book's lumpy last 
act. What redeems it, dramatically, is that 
it's all framed through the eyes of Lisbeth, 
and Mara, without going soft, draws us toa 
quality deep inside her beyond her ability 
to solve a crime. By the end, Lisbeth can feel 
something, maybe a touch of tenderness. 
Even as she breathes fire. A 
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BURNING QUESTIONS 


What's the deal with that 
intense opening-credits 
sequence? 

Director David Fincher wanted 
to introduce Lisbeth’s mindset 
and the elements that define 
her, and animation director and 
designer Tim Miller helped make 
it a reality. “It was the same way 
that I used the title sequence 

of Se7Zen to help solve a problem 
for me,” says Fincher, referring 
to the fact that the serial killer in 
that film doesn’t appear until 
more than an hour in. “Here, | 
wanted to get to the stuff of 
Lisbeth that we were never 
going to get to in the movie 
itself—the burning, the emer- 
gence of the phoenix, where 
these symbols that were impor- 
tant enough to her to have them 
tattooed onto her body came 
from. We had about a hundred 
ideas that we couldn't afford to 
do, so we sort of whittled it 
down to 25 and said, ‘Now go!” 


Why wasn’t the relationship 
between Mikael Blomkvist and 
Cecilia Vanger in the film? 

In order to tell the story in two 
and a half hours, a lot of mate- 
rial from the 465-page book 
had to get lost in the transfer. 
This includes much of the first 
100 pages detailing Blomkvist’s 
libel troubles, but also many of 
the parts about his extensive 
love life. “Mikael had a relation- 
ship with [Cecilia] that went on 
for a Jot of pages,” says screen- 
writer Steven Zaillian, laughing. 
“I'm a fan of the book, but 
when | was reading it, at a 
certain point | thought, Am | 
reading Shampoo? |s this 
Warren Beatty or is this Mikael 


Everything you ever wanted to know about 
The Girl With the Dragon Tattoo but were really afraid to ask. 
By GRADY SMITH and KEITH STASKIEWICZ 


Blomkvist? | was a lot more 
interested in the fine incre- 
ments of his relationship with 
Salander—of making that a 
kind of weird love story.” 


We'll never be able to listen to 
Enya the same way again. Why 
that song? 

Fincher uses “Orinoco Flow (Sail 
Away),” Enya’s New Agey 1988 
hit, to accompany a particularly 
violent scene in order to under- 
score the banality (or at least 
the banal musical tastes) of 
evil. But the idea was originally 
Daniel Craig's. “We knew that we 
needed a little moment of 
levity,” remembers Fincher. He 
thought the villain “should walk 
over and turn on music, because 
he doesn't like to kill—he doesn’t 
like to hear the screams—with- 
out hearing his favorite music. 
And Daniel Craig hopped 

up and picked up his iPod and 
scrolled through it and said, 
‘Here it is’ And we all almost 
pissed ourselves, we were 
laughing so hard. It wasn’t a 
reflection on the track—it’s not 


like it’s part of the serial-killer 
playlist on iTunes.” Still, it will 
probably join “Singin’ in the 
Rain” and “Stuck in the Middle 
With You” on the mixtape of 
uncomfortable associations. 


How did Rooney Mara 

get “tattooed”? 

Many of Mara’s piercings— 
including the ones in her ears, 
eyebrow, and right nipple— 
were real, but the tattoos were 
not. For scenes in which the 
body art is visible, they needed 
to be applied beforehand. “It 
was really easy,” says the 
actress. “It’s called a transfer. 
It’s kind of like the kind you get 
when you're a little kid, but 
instead of water you use 
alcohol to put them on.” And 
while the tattoos may have 
washed off, Mara says she's 
kept the nipple piercing. 


Will Rooney Mara get an Oscar 
nomination for her portrayal of 
Lisbeth Salander? 

Mara scored a Golden Globe 
nomination, but as a late entry 


(Left) Enya in the video for 
“Orinoco Flow (Sail Away)”; 
(below) the novel that 
started it all 


in the overall awards season, 
she still has quite a bit of 
ground to make up. To land on 
the Oscar ballot, she’d have 

to leapfrog over tough compet- 
itors like Albert Nobbs’ Glenn 
Close and We Need to Talk 
About Kevin's Tilda Swinton, 
who have both been on the 
festival circuit for months. The 
movie's best shot at a nod? 
Trent Reznor and Atticus Ross’ 
mesmerizing score. 


What plans are there for 

the sequel? 

Sony Pictures co-chairman 
Amy Pascal told EW in 
November that there will 
definitely be a film version of 
The Girl Who Played With 
Fire, hopefully by late 2013, 
with Zaillian, Mara, and 

Craig all on board. Whether 
Fincher will return for another 
go-round is still, like the 
trilogy itself, a mystery. 
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She caught our eye 
in The Social Network, but nothing prepared us for 
her turn in Dragon Tattoo. Meet the 
26-year-old Golden Globe nominee. She may 
be shy, but her work just roars. 
By ROB BRUNNER 


Last time we talked you hadn’t 
seen the movie yet. | assume you 
have now? 

| still haven't. They kept offering 
to screen it for me, but | don’t 
want to watch it alone in a room, 
you know? | want to watch it 
with an audience. And | don’t 
want to watch it in some uncom- 
fortable dress [at a premiere]. | 
think I'm going to sneak in and 
see it when it comes out. 

Has your family seen it? 

They have. We had a screening 
for them last week. They loved it. 
They were really proud. They 
were really nervous to see it. My 
dad said he was more nervous 
than he has ever been for a 
Super Bowl. But at the end of 
the day it was not as hard to 
watch as they maybe had 
thought, because she doesn’t 
look like me, she doesn’t walk or 
talk like me, so | think it was 
easier to forget that it’s me. 

Your grandfather Wellington Mara 
co-owned the New York Giants; 
your great-grandfather Art Rooney 
founded the Pittsburgh Steelers; 
and your dad works for the Giants. 
How big of a part of your childhood 
was football? 

It really didn’t play into my child- 
hood that much. | had to go to 
football games on Sundays, and | 
always found that to be quite 
annoying. We would come from 
church, I'd have tights on and an 
uncomfortable dress. | was just 
like, This is not how | want 

to spend my Sunday. | want to 
play outside. But when my 


grandfather was passing away, | 
realized how important [football] 
was and how special it was to 
my family. It really brought us 

all together. 

What were you like in high school? 
I'm very shy and aloof and quiet. 
| didn’t have a large group of 
friends. I'm very slow to warm. 
Most people who know me are 
like, “You are the wrong person 
for all of this to be happening to. 
| don’t know how you're going to 
get through it.” I've spent so 
much time the last few weeks 
talking about myself, and it’s 
weird for someone who doesn’t 
like to do that. My jaw literally 
hurts from talking so much. I’m 
much more of a wallflower. | like 
to observe people much more 
than | like to be observed. 

So how in the world did you get 
into acting, of all things? 

| played Juliet in Romeo and 
Juliet in high school. My friend 
really wanted me to try out for it. 
He signed my name up. It was a 
really amazing, fun experience. 
But | remember after the play 
one kid in my school came up to 
me and was like, “I didn’t even 
know you could talk.” 

Asa shy kid, what made you want 
to actually get up there and act? 

| took silly little acting classes 
on and off my whole life. | grew 
up going to the theater. My mom 
would always play old movies 
like Gone With the Wind and 
Bringing Up Baby. | was really 
into Broadway musicals. I've 
seen Les Misérables, like, six 


times. And | was obsessed with 
Rent. | knew all the words. That’s 
where | got my sex ed from, 
listening to those songs. I'd be 
like, “What does that mean? 
What's S&M?” 

it seems like you come from a 
pretty, | don’t want to say 
sheltered, but a comfortable 
world. And yet you seem drawn 
to darker roles. 

You can’t assume that because 
someone has grown up 
comfortably they don’t have 
darkness inside of them. I've 
always sort of been that way 
since | was little. | don’t know 


where it came from. And 
certainly | had a very comfortable 
life, but it was also very normal. 
| didn’t grow up in this dynasty 
that people kind of think that 

| did. We went to TJ. Maxx. | 
never had to want for anything, 
but | was not a spoiled child 

by any means. | was always 
taught that | had to work hard 
at what | wanted in life. 

Your first role was on Law & 
Order: SVU? 

Yeah, that was the first thing | 
got paid to do. | was a girl who 
gets sodomized—it’s a full circle 
of a career. [Laughs] Then you 
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find out it’s because me and my 
boyfriend beat up these fat 
people and it was a hate crime 
because | myself used to be 
obese. Looking back I’m really 
embarrassed and | think I'm 
terrible in it. I'm really lucky to be 
here right now. [Laughs] 

How tong did you chase those small 
parts in TV shows? 

I did it as long as | had to. You kind 
of learn to self-sabotage with 
things you don’t want to get. 
Sometimes you don’t want to get 
something but you do a really 
good job and you get it anyway. 
That was kind of [What happened 
with] A Nightmare on Elm 
Street—I didn’t really even want it. 
And then | went in [to audition] 
and | was like, [whispering] “F---. 

| definitely got that.” 

Then you moved to LA. and moved 
in with your sister, Kate, who’s also 
an actress. Have you been watch- 
ing her on American Horror Story? 
| have. | think she’s so crazy in it. 
She scares me every week. For 
you to be able to be scared by 
your own sister... think 

she’s brilliant in the show. She’s 
f---ing scary. She’s really good 
at playing a crazy person. | had 
no idea. 

What happened after Nightmare 
on Elm Street? 

| didn’t want to act anymore. | 
was like, This isn’t what | signed 
up for. If this is what my 
opportunities are going to be like, 
then I'm not that interested in 
acting. So | was very discouraged 
and disheartened. And then | got 
the Social Network script. That 
kind of reinspired me. 

What would it be like now if you 
hadn’t gotten Dragon Tattoo and 
you were watching all of this hoopla 
with somebody else in the role? 

| would be devastated. During 
that audition process | was 

really dedicated and focused. It's 


really all | did or thought about. 

| told people, “Don't call me, 

don't talk to me.” I kind of went 
into a little hole and didn’t 

come out of it until..a few 
months ago. [Laughs] 

Have you ever talked to Noomi 
Rapace, who played Lisbeth in the 
Swedish films? She's now watching 
somebody take over a role that she 
had been deeply immersed in. 

No, | haven't. | would like to meet 
her, but even though we've both 
gone through a similar journey, | 
feel like we're probably pretty 
similar in that we probably 
wouldn't want to sit down and 
compare notes. Our perfor- 
mances are incredibly different. 

| think there's room for both. | 
think she probably feels 
completion with what she did. 

| mean, she’s incredible. 

How did you envision Lisbeth? 
We wanted her to have inno- 
cence and at the same time be 
very brutal. She’s brilliant, but 
she's also very naive. She’s frail, 
but she’s also very strong. We 
wanted to have a very childlike 
quality to her, because | think 
she is someone who's been 
emotionally stunted at 12 or 13. 
We wanted that, because | think 
that innocence and that childlike 


and she's very comfortable with 
it, so | didn’t have time or room to 
be uncomfortable. | know it’s me 
naked up there, but | don’t feel 
like it’s me. I'm covered in tattoos 
and I’m pierced. | just don’t feel 
exposed or exploited in any way. 
You've already been asked about 
filming the rape scenes many, 
many times. Why do you think 
there’s so much interest in them? 

| don’t know. Most people would 
probably avoid that in their life, 
having to even act out a scene 
like that. But that scene is a really 
integral part to the trilogy. We 
were aware of how important it 
was. We talked ad nauseam 
about it. We really wanted to get 
that scene right. 

What was it like after shooting 
those parts? Was it hard to 

come down? 

It was. We shot that rape scene 
over two days. We spent the 
first day, which was Valentine's 
Day, doing the opening where he 
chokes me out. | was literally 
getting choked out over and over 
again. | came in the next day with 
my neck swollen out to here. | 
was just all f---ed up. | had 
bruises on my wrists from the 
handcuffs—! was really beat up, 
physically. And then we had to do 


ENTER THE DRAGON 


Actually, on Nightmare on Elm 
Street they used to always say 
that. They'd call it the Rooney 
Stare. It always scared them. 
They'd say, “You need to doa 
movie where you're, like, a 
superhero and you blow people 
up with your stare.” 

That stare just helped get you a 
Golden Globe nomination. How did 
that feel? 

My mom came running in, sort of 
jumping up and down. | was like, 
“What is wrong with you?" | didn’t 
know what she was doing. 
[Laughs] |'m really grateful for 
the recognition, but it’s not the 
end-all be-all to me. | think there 
are a lot of other great, great films 
and performances. Just because 
they're not nominated doesn't 
mean they're not also great. 

This, of course, raises the 
possibility of an Oscar nomination. 
| guess | kind of have to think 
about that now, but | don’t 

really want to. | just hope the 
audiences like the movie. That 
would mean the most to me. 
Looking forward, where do you 
want to go from here? 

| want to do something really 
different. | want to continue 
doing things where | can 
transform myself, where it’s 


I was really into BROADWAY MUSICALS. I’ve 
seen Les Misérables, like, six times. And I was obsessed 
with Rent. That’s where I got my SEX ED from. 

I'd be like, “What does that mean? What’s S&M?” 


quality only makes the parts 
when she lashes out that much 
more shocking. 

In Dragon Tattoo interviews you've 
seemed totally comfortable talking 
about nudity and piercings of 
sensitive areas and other stuff that 
most people would find awkward. 

| think it’s strange how people are 
so uptight about nudity and it’s 
so easy to watch violence. | can’t 
watch violence. | close my eyes. | 
was watching Drive the other 
day on the plane, and | had to 
keep closing the computer. But 
most people are so uptight about 
nudity. To me it’s so backwards. 
Her sexuality is such an 
important part of the character 


the actual rape. | had all these 
scars from where he rips my 
underwear off over and over. It 
was really brutal. 

How many times did you shoot it? 
You know, | don’t know. David 
was conscientious about getting 
the takes that he needed but not 
overdoing it. 

So, like, 10 takes? 20 takes? 

Oh, much more than that. We 
shot it for probably 16 hours. 
Then | went home and went to 
sleep, and | got up the next day 
and raped him. [Laughs] It was a 
really weird week. 

You do a lot of acting with your 
eyes in the movie. There's this 
devastating stare that you have... 


really different from me. I'd like 
to have a career where I’m 
always unrecognizable in the 
parts | choose. I'd like to doa 
period piece. 

Based on the books, what will 
making the next Dragon Tattoo 
film be like? 

| think the first one is sort of the 
richest for an actor. There's the 
most meat. | loved the second 
book. | read it the fastest. But 
they're much harder to film. This 
is speculation, of course, but | 
think a lot of changes are going 
to have to be made. That might 
upset a lot of people, but at the 
end of the day | think it will make 
for better movies. 
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(Left) Behind the 
scenes of Marg 
Helgenberger’s last 
day on CSI; (inset) 
embracing Jorja Fox 


=. MARG HELGENBERGER CAN'T STOP FIDGETING. 
“Mh a She tucks her hair behind her ears and yanks at 
- her leather jacket. She shuffles around the set and 
makes small talk with the crew. When it’s finally 
time to shoot another take of her last scene for CS/, 
Helgenberger is suddenly at a loss for words. “God, 
what’s the line?” she calls. 

“Flow could I leave this place?’” the script super- 
visor replies. 

It’s no wonder Helgenberger is having trouble: 
Her character, Catherine Willows, is about to say 
goodbye. 

On Dee. 7, the 53-year-old actress became the 
third original star (behind Gary Dourdan and 
William Petersen) to depart the long-running crime 
drama. All of her current costars—Ted Danson 
(D.B. Russell), George Eads (Nick Stokes), Jorja Fox 
(Sara Sidle), and Paul Guilfoyle (Capt. Jim Brass) 
among them—were there to appear in Helgenberger’s 
final scene and to bid farewell to the unofficial den 
mom of the franchise. 

“T’m not leaving saying, ‘I gotta get out of this job,” 
explains Helgenberger the next day, while nursing a 
hangover (she and Fox threw back a few tequila 


After 12 SE€aSOns, shots after leaving work the night before). “There 
is getting out of the crime business. And may have been certain locations that sucked, or 
EW was on the set for the final moments certain story lines that I didn’t really like. But there 
as the CS/ star sigmedvoff. (Yes, there was always something that made me laugh. It’s just 
were tears—and tequila.) BY LYNETTE RICE that, instinctually, I felt like I had to step back.” 
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To the end, CSI’s producers refused to 
believe that Helgenberger would actually 
depart the 11-year-old series that made 
her a household name. (She had origi- 
nally wanted to leave at the end of her 
contract in May, but they persuaded her 
to stick around through the Jan. 25 epi- 
sode.) Even after CBS announced that it 
had cast Elisabeth Shue as Catherine’s 
replacement—she’ll first appear as a 
former colleague of Danson’s character 
on Feb. 15—the writers had planned an 
eleventh-hour plea to keep Helgenberger 
inside the yellow tape. 

“We love our Margy,” says exec pro- 
ducer Carol Mendelsohn, who got 
teary-eyed on her star’s final day. “But 
in those hours that we spent doing her 
last scene, we listened to Marg, and I 
actually made peace with her decision. 
You can’t fight it anymore.” 

Instead, the producers packed up 
Catherine’s props—her vest, her gun, 
and some work gloves—and gave them 
to Helgenberger as a bittersweet 
reminder of the high-profile role that 
brought her back to series TV a decade 
after China Beach. “1 just thought it was 
a really special, 21st-century Sherlock 
Holmes-like mystery,” says Helgen- 
berger of what first attracted her to the 
job in 2000. “What made it special was 
all the technology. Science was the 
star. And there had never been a show 
where the criminalists became the 
heroes. I just thought it had juice.” 

While CSI did break new ground in 
procedural television and spawned 
countless imitators, it also had a dark 


“What made it special 
was all the technology. 
Science was the star. 
And there had never 
been a show where the 
criminalists became 
the heroes. I just 


thought it had juice.” 


—MARG HELGENBERGER 
PS ee 


side, which occasionally made for some 
tough working conditions. For Helgen- 
berger, the constant late-night shoots 
got old pretty fast, so she amended her 
contract around season 5 to ensure 
that she never worked past midnight. 
She also had no patience for story lines 
that featured excessive violence 
against women. “I would speak up if I 
felt like there were too many women 
being exploited,” she says. “It just 
seemed like there were a lot of young, 
beautiful women who were corpses.” 
There were plenty of perks at her job, 
though, and Helgenberger particularly 
appreciated how the producers gave 
her plenty of say in Catherine’s back- 
story. “Billy [Petersen] was the one 
who never wanted to go home with the 
characters,” Helgenberger remem- 
bers. “I insisted upon it. I was the one 
who had the daughter and the ex- 
husband.” She was equally thrilled 


MARG HELGENBERGER: MY 5 FAVORITE CSI EPISODES 


- 3 “WEEPING WILLOWS” 


_ “GRAVE DANGER” Nick 


when her bosses brought on Danson 
this season. “Ted’s just a great guy,” 
says Helgenberger, grinning. “He would 
have convinced me to stay if I had been 
really open to it. He’s just so easy to 
work with.” (When asked what she 
thought about the Laurence Fishburne 
years, Helgenberger says the show’s 
subject matter became more bleak but 
that he was “a powerful actor.”) 

The worry now is whether CSI can 
survive the loss of yet another fan 
favorite. (The drama is currently 
averaging 13.4 million viewers—a far 
cry from its heyday when Petersen was 
the star and the show drew in 26.6 mil- 
lion.) Eads, for one, has some concerns: 
“Tt sucked when Billy left. I was almost 
mad at him. Come on, this is so great, 
isn’t it? I didn’t see it the way he did. 
When I saw viewership drop from 
19 million to 16 million, you learn how 
beloved some characters are. If we go 
down to 2 million with Marg going, 
what does that say about the rest of 
us?” Helgenberger tries not to worry 
about the fans—she’s too busy feeling 
guilty about leaving the cast and 
crew—but she’s confident that the CST 
mothership will do just fine without 
her. “It’s funny because you find your- 
self having these discussions on the set,” 
says the actress, who’s not opposed to 
returning to CSI for a cameo or doing 
another TV series down the line. 
“Fifteen seasons feels like a nice round 
figure. It’s kind of a milestone.” But, she 
adds wistfully, “it sure goes by in the 
blink of an eye.” m 


1 PILOT Viewers meet 2 “LADY HEATHER’S 5 “WILLOWS IN THE 
the graveyard-shift team, BOX” Catherine saves: Helgenberger’s then (George Eads) is buried WIND” Catherine says 
who see arookie getshot : her daughter froma : husbandAlan Rosenberg :  aliveinatwo-parter goodbye to her fellow 

after she's left aloneata =  submergedcar.“Ihad = playsamurdersuspect. : directed by Quentin Taran- : CSls. “It was a no-acting- 
crime scene. “Itkicked = quiteabittodoinit” says : “Itwas very wellwritten = tino. “Quentinis so sweet, required kind of thing. It 
everything off.” the star. “I enjoyed it!” and well directed,” and such a fan of CSI.” Was really beautiful.” 
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WHAT’S 
YOUR 


. REASON... 


As a parent, | want to do everything | can to help protect the health of my child. | didn’t always think 
about adult vaccinations as an important part of my health and the health of my family. Then | 
learned that millions of US adults get sick and thousands die from vaccine-preventable diseases, 
some of which can be spread to others. 


| also learned that immunity from certain vaccines fades over time and new vaccines may have 
been developed since | was a child. The CDC* recommends multiple vaccinations for adults, 
depending on age and risk of infection, to help protect against up to 14 diseases or more. 
These recommendations include vaccination against whooping cough. Many infants who get 
whooping cough are infected by parents, older siblings, or other caregivers. Whooping cough can 
be fatal in infants. 


You could be at risk for getting serious diseases and spreading them to your loved ones. Talk to a 
healthcare professional about the vaccines you may need. Everyone has a reason to help protect 
their health. What’s yours? 


*Centers for Disease Control and Prevention 
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Dan Stevens, whowplaysiMattheiy 
Crawley, and Michelle Dockery, Whos, 
plays Lady Mary, photogral on 
April 11, 2011, in Berkshire, England 
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’ ; e and Hugh Bonneville 
preside over the manor 
as the Countess and 
Earl of Grantham 
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Abbey ‘Sis 


ake a behind-the-scenes tour of the 
gorgeous estate, and its equally beautiful 

residents, as they ready for season 2. 
By LYNETTE RICE 


anneeet? T. 


a 


Photographs by ROBERT TRACHTENBERG 


WHEN DOWNTON ABBEY took home 
six Emmys, including one for best mini- 
series, last September, reaction came in 
the form of surprise and confusion: What 
was this throwback period piece about an 
aristocratic family and its servants? 

It’s only PBS’ most addictive love story/ 
historical drama/costume porn since 
1981’s Brideshead Revisited and Upstairs, 
Downstairs, the 1971 series that inspired 
Downton. About 5 million viewers 
watched the show’s four episodes—which 
followed the lives and loves of the family 
living in the titular British estate and the 
staff that serves them—when they aired 
on PBS’ Masterpiece in early 2011. “People 
who discovered it embraced it as their 
own because it was harder to find and not 
shoved down your throat,” says Elizabeth 
McGovern, who stars as Downton’s 
Cora Crawley, the lady of the house. 
“That’s very gratifying.” Though it had 
originally been conceived as a miniseries, 
Downton’s runaway success, both here 
and in the U.K. (where it now stands as 
the most popular drama of the last eight 
years), earned it a second season, with 
a third set to film in February. 

To kick off season 2 (premiering Jan. 8 
at 9 p.m.on PBS), EW was granted access 
to the Abbey (actually Highclere Castle in 
Berkshire), where the action has jumped 
two years to 1916. World War Lis raging, 
and Downton’s most eligible bachelorette 
Mary (Michelle Dockery) has set her sights 
on a publishing magnate (Iain Glen)— 
despite being in love with Matthew (Dan 
Stevens), the estate’s heir presumptive. 
“Matthew doesn’t want her,” explains 
Downton creator Julian Fellowes. “She’s 
not going to wait around forever.” 
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The dowager Violet (Maggie 


Smith, touching up her make- 


up on set) and her daughter- 
in-law, Cora (Elizabeth 

McGovern), bond this season 

when Matthew's mother, 

Isobel (Penelope Wilton), 
suggests they turn Downton 
into a convalescent home for 
soldiers. “Neither of them like 
” that,” explains McGovern. 


NICK BRIGGS/ITV (10) 


Who's Who on Downton 


UPSTAIRS 


Earl and Countess of Grantham 
(Hugh Bonneville, Elizabeth McGovern) 
British law dictates that the Crawley family 

estate must go to a male heir, but Robert and 
Cora have only girls, which meant Downton’s 
future was cast in doubt last season when the 
heir presumptive (and their daughter's potential 
suitor) died on the Titanic. 
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Lady Edith, Lady Mary, and 
Lady Sybil Crawley 
(Laura Carmichael, Michelle Dockery, 
Jessica Brown-Findlay) 

Robert and Cora Crawley’s three daughters 
long for a higher purpose—which they each 
find in different ways when World War | 
comes to Downton in season 2. 


Violet, Dowager 


Countess of 
Grantham 
(Maggie Smith) 
Robert Crawley’s 
meddling mother feels 
no pressure to stay out 
of her daughter-in-law’s 
business, even though 
Downton Abbey could 
have faced financial 
ruin if it weren't for 
Cora’s family fortune 
from America. 


Matthew 
Crawley 

(Dan Stevens) 

The dashing third cousin 
once removed of the Earl 
of Grantham became the 
heir presumptive to 
Downton Abbey when 
Lady Mary's suitor sank 
with the Titanic. Though 
he becomes taken with 
Lady Mary, she doesn’t 
realize she loves him until 
it’s too late—so he finds a 
new fiancée in season 2. 


DOWNSTAIRS 


Mr. Carson 
(Jim Carter) 

The crusty butler 
oversees the male 
staff as well as the 
food, wine, and dining 
room. An employee of 
Downton since he was 
a young man, Carson's 
an old-fashioned 
fellow who has a 
particular affection 
for feisty Lady Mary. 


Mrs. Hughes 
(Phyllis Logan) 

As housekeeper, she’s 
responsible for the 
upkeep of the home 
and all the female 
staffers—and is so 
committed to her job 
that she gave up a 
future with a nice 
gent during season 1 
because it would 
have taken her away 
from Downton. 


Mr. Bates and Anna 
(Brendan Coyle, Joanne Froggatt) 

He's an ex-soldier who was hired as the Earl of 
Grantham’s valet despite his war injury; 
she’s the adorable head housemaid who 

tends to Mary. The two quickly fell for each 
other in season 1 and seem destined for 
something more in season 2. 


Thomas and O’Brien 
(Rob James-Collier, Siobhan Finneran) 
The footman Thomas may not get along with 
the rest of the staff, but he found an ally in 
fellow misanthrope O’Brien, who serves as Cora’s 
maid. Now the secretly gay Thomas—who left 
his post at Downton in season 1—is a medic, 
while O’Brien continues to be a cranky schemer. 


While the show is set in the 
early 1900s, the set of Downton 
isn’t exactly immune to modern 
technology—whether that’s 
using downtime to catch up 
on email, as actresses Laura 
Carmichael and Jessica Brown- 
Findlay (who play sisters Edith 
and Sybil) do here, or fending 
off paparazzi so eager to 
capture the action they'd hide 
in the bushes around Highclere, 
“Nobody could predict what 
would happen to us,” says 
creator Julian Fellowes of 
Downton’s massive popularity 
in England. “It has been rather 
overwhelming. The hunger 
for publicity—bad, nasty—has 
been pretty exhausting. But my 
mother says these are the right 
kinds of problems.” 
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1. The lord of the ring of servants, Mr. 
Carson (Jim Carter), suffers a mild case 
of getting old this season, which sends 
him to his sickbed at some crucial 
moments, much to his chagrin. 


— 


2. Highclere Castle in Berkshire stands in 
for Downton Abbey in many exterior and 
interior shots. “It’s almost like a character 
in the show, a very imposing character,” 
says actor Brendan Coyle (Mr. Bates) of 
the 1,000-acre estate. “There’s something 
like 200 bedrooms. It’s quite easy to get 
lost in there.” 
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3. Bates’ wooing of Anna (Joanne 
Froggatt) has made him a fan favorite. 
“All my female friends find it quite hilari- 
ous that I'm this kind of sex symbol,” says 
Coyle (left, with Froggatt and Dockery). 
“But hey, I'll take it where | can get it.” 


——— + 


4, Robert Crowley (Bonneville, left) and 
his wife, Cora, stay out of the match- 
making business this season when it 
comes to eldest daughter Mary (Dockery, 
center) and the potential inheritor of 
Downton, Matthew (Stevens, right). Says 
McGovern of her character, “It’s part of 
the inexorable journey that she is going 
into a more modern age where she 
becomes less of a manipulator of their 
marital futures.” 
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The actress looks back on three decades of 
memorable movies—from The Big Chill to Fatal 
Attraction to the new Albert Nobbs, which could 
finally bring her Oscar gold. BY ADAM MARKOVITZ 


A barely audible “Wow” is the first thing out of Glenn Close’s mouth— 
followed by a throaty laugh—when she looks at a printed-out copy of her 
own filmography over lunch at a West Village café on a recent weekday. 
She rifles through her purse for reading glasses, comes up empty, and 
settles for holding the papers at arm’s length and squinting with a dumb- 
struck grin. “I never would’ve thought I had done so many,” she marvels in 
that voice, still commandingly patrician at 64. “I don’t keep count. It goes 
on for three pages?” It does indeed—starting with her movie debut as 
the headstrong Jenny Fields in 1982’s The World According to Garp and 
extending to her most recent turn as a cross-dressing Irish waiter in 
Albert Nobbs, the wistful R-rated period drama (in limited release; open- 
ing wide Jan. 27). Garp brought Close the first of her five Oscar nomina- 
tions, and Nobbs—which has already earned her SAG and Golden Globe 
nods—may be her best shot ever at finally winning the elusive prize. 

The movie is the end of a decadelong drought of starring film roles 
for Close, who has kept herself busy racking up Emmys as the viperish 
lawyer Patty Hewes on T'V’s legal series Damages. Albert Nobbs has 
also been the actress’ passion project ever since she played the role 
Off Broadway in 1982—she co-produced the film, co-wrote its script, 
and gushes like a new mom about its arrival on the big screen. But with 
a little prodding, Close agrees to leave Nobbs behind momentarily for a 
tour of the iconic roles that led up to it. Individually, the performances 
are near-magical feats of transformation. But together they make 
up one of the most respected—and reproachably under-awarded— 
careers in the business. “Wow” is right. 


Photograph by RICHARD PHIBBS 


Glenn Close 
photographed on 
May 22, 2011, in 
Bedford, N.Y. 


With Robin 
Williamsin The World® 
According to Garp 


THE WORLD 
ACCORDING TO 
GARP 1982 


After spotting Close on 
Broadway in the 1980 musi- 
cal Barnum, director George 
Roy Hill knew he'd found his 
Jenny Fields for the movie 
adaptation of John Irving's 
oddball coming-of-age novel. 
But for the actress, jumping 
from stage to screen wasn't 
so simple. “I talked really loud 
because | was used to pro- 
jecting from a stage,” says 
Close. “And also my energy— 
| thought | would blow out 
the camera because | didn’t 
know how to pull it in.” 

The movie also marked the 
dramatic film debut of spark- 
plug-brained comedian Robin 
Williams, who starred as 
Jenny's son, Garp. “People 
would say, ‘Is Robin always 
like that?’ But when he 
wasn't ‘on; he was very soft- 
spoken, and very vulnerable.” 
From the beginning, Close 
wasn't afraid to go to the 
mat for her characters’ best 
interests. “I fought for a look 
that | thought was convinc- 
ing when [my character] 
aged. My best friend, Mary 
Beth Hurt, was also in Garp, 
and her wig was terrible. And 
she never did anything about 
it. Sounds like I'm all about 
wigs—well, | think any 
actress will be nodding her 
head in agreement.” 
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THE BIG 
CHILL 


1983 


Yy 


W ITH ONE look at 
"Vy acast photo of 
this dramedy 
about a reunion of college 
friends, Close launches into 
asort of graduate seminar 
on late-20th-century Holly- 
wood bed-hopping. “Now, I 
had dated Kevin [Kline],” 
she explains, using the pic- 
ture as a diagram. “And my 
best friend, Mary Beth, had 
been married to Bill Hurt. 
At a reading we did in New 


itn Kevin 
iKiine in The 
Big.Chill 
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York, she read the part of 
Mary Kay Place. And she 
had just broken up with 
Kevin.” She laughs. “It was a 
little incestuous.” The cast’s 
bond made Close ambiva- 
lent about being singled out 
by the Academy for her turn 
as the earthy, maternal 
Sarah. “I think my erying- 
in-the-shower scene had 
something to do with it,” she 
says. “Hollywood loves to 
see naked. Naked or dead.” 


The Natural iss4 


Close was handpicked by star 
Robert Redford to play Iris 
Gaines, the saintly single mother 
abandoned by a talented ball- 
player (Redford). Another year, 
another Best Supporting Actress 
nod, although Close credits 

this one to cinematographer 
Caleb Deschanel: “That hat was 
designed so the sunlight would 
come through. We waited for a 
certain time of day, so the sun 
was Shining through the back 

of the stadium. And he had a 
lens that muted the people 
around me. It was an incredibly 
well-thought-out shot. And | 
honestly think that’s the reason 

| got nominated.” 


Fatal Attraction... 


Alex Forrest, the woman whose obsession with a married man (Michael 
Douglas) pushes her to madness, may be the most iconic role of 
Close's career. It was also the hardest for her to get. “[The producers] 
didn’t even want me to audition,” says Close, who—much like Alex— 
refused to be ignored. “They didn’t think | could be sexy.’ She proved 
them wrong—and created an endlessly imitated ‘80s look. “The hair 
and makeup tests for this movie were some of the most rigorous I've 
ever done. The trickiest thing was the mouth shape, because it was 
very, very subtle. But we ended up filling in this little dip here [at the 
top of the lip, just beneath the nose] because it made her mouth sad- 
der. It’s all subliminal, but that changed her.” Close famously disagreed 
with director Adrian Lyne over the movie's macabre ending, and still 
thinks her character deserved more empathy. “[The producers] were 
right as far as satisfying the audience, giving them catharsis: The bad 
person is dead. But she wasn't just a bad person. When people say, 
‘You've played so many evil characters’... Alex is not on my list. The 
only evil person I've played as far as I’m concerned is Cruella De Vil.” 


*__ With Michael * 
Douglas ing 
Fatal Attraction * 
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DANGEROUS LIAISONS, REVERSAL OF FORTUNE: WARNER BROS./EVERETT COLLECTION (2); MARS ATTACKS!: BRUCE TALAMON/WARNER BROS,/KOBAL COLLECTION 


Dangerous 
Liaisons 


1988 


With Jeremy 
lrons in Reversal 
of Fortune 


LOSE CALLS the 

sinister Marquise 

de Merteuil “one 
of the great roles” of her 
career, and it’s easy to 
see why. As she tangles 
with the equally devious 
Valmont (John Malkovich) 
in a game of sexual one- 


upmanship in 18th- 
century France, the 
marquise shows layer 
after layer of twisted 
emotion—not to mention 
plenty of corset-straining 
cleavage. “I had just given 
birth to my daughter,” 
Close recalls, gazing at a 


photo of her character’s 
décolletage with uncon- 
cealed pride. “She was 
seven weeks old when 

I went to Paris. My 
breasts were pretty big. 
They could’ve made them 
look like that, I suppose, 
but it was all real.” 


REVERSAL OF 
FORTUNE 1090 


| remember telling Jeremy trons he would 
be an absolute idiot if he didn’t do this movie 
says Close, who knew the actor from their 
1984 Broadway stint in Tom Stoppard’s 

The Real Thing. Luckily, Irons took her advice 
and signed on to play Claus von Bulow, the 
life blue blood who was convicted, the 
acquitted, of the attempted murder of his 
wife, Sunny (Close), after she fell int 
i talk toa Ww 
von Bulow. | feel that | 


ter performance if | 


nt allowed to ever 1e 


[had its Close, who used the scant 
details she had to paint a darkly comic po 
trait of the heiress. “The scene that made 
me want to do the movie is the one where 
‘ she’s at the dinner table wearing dark 
glasses, smoking, eating an ice cream 
sundae,” says the actress, noting that 
Sunny was hypoglycemic. “She was 
basically killing her self in front o 


4 
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body. And no words. It was pretty fabulous 


Mars Attacks! 1996 

Tim Burton's sci-fi spoof is one of 
the rare critical duds on Close’s 
résumé, And yet... “Ah! I just loved 
it!” she says of playing the Pat 
Nixon-style wife of a U.S. president 
(Jack Nicholson). The actress had 
been eager to work with Burton 
ever since seeing 1990’s Edward 
Scissorhands. “| adooored that 
movie,” she purrs. “I wrote Johnny 
Depp a letter after | saw it.” 


With Jack nidbiso 


in Mars Attacks! 
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101 Dalmatians 1996 
102 Dalmatians 2000 


“The women [1 played] after Fatal Attraction were all 
pretty interesting characters. And then came Cruella,” 
Close says of her witchy turn in the live-action adapta- 
tion of Disney's classic dog tale and its 2000 sequel. The 
first movie grossed $136 million—but it came at a price 
for Close's career. “When you play a character that huge, 
it's so hard for people to think you can do anything subtle” 
Still, the actress says she relished the chance to play such 
a legendary villainess. “When | first got the script, | didn't 
think she was mean enough. So with Disney's permission 
| went back to the original and just took lines. And 

the meaner she was, the funnier she became. | had to 
totally commit to being bad in order to be funny 
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AIR FORCE ONE 1097 


When Close got a last- 
minute call to play Vice Presi- 
dent Kathryn Bennett in 
Wolfgang Petersen’s action 
pic about a kidnapped U.S. 
president (Harrison Ford), 
she cut corners to make it 
work. “That’s a wig from my 
own collection because | had 
short, short hair and we 
didn’t have time to make a new one,” she says. But there was 
one point on which Close was inflexible. “They had written a 
scene of her breaking down and crying. And | said, ‘I will not 
do that.’ Because | thought we'd be doing women a disfavor 
if we had that cliché moment where she breaks down.” The 
actress also enjoyed the no-nonsense approach of Petersen, 
who would prep his actors on how much they needed 

to emote for the camera for any given shot. “We'd all be 
sitting around the table and he'd say [pointing to various 
actors], ‘Acting, acting, no acting, no acting, AAACTING’ 
Meaning, for this take, you're either on the spot or not.” 


With Mia 
Wasikowska in 
Albert Nobbs 


HANDCRAFTED wig, determined to create a character 


prosthetic ears, anda 

fake nose-tip helped 
make the actress convincingly 
masculine for the part of a 
humble gender-bending waiter 
who dreams of a better life. But 
Close says passing for aman 
wasn’t the hardest part of 
playing Albert Nobbs. “I was 


where it didn’t make the people 
in the movie seem stupid if they 
thought I was a man. It’s not 
just about playing a different 
gender—it’s about playing some- 
one who has been invisible for 

30 years,” she explains. “It was 
the biggest challenge of my entire 
career. Oh, yeah. Definitely.” 


ONOWOAY AIBAVd ‘SEGON LYFIGTY ‘NOILDITIOD L13Y3AZ/VIBWNIOD ‘JNO 3IYOI YIV ‘WOD SIDVWIALAW/ASNSIG/VLSIA WNING “SNVLLVWIYO TOT 


NEW SIMPLER PACKAGE 
SAME EFFECTIVE RELIEF 


ADULT ADULT 


Robitussin | Robitussin 


2 


Adult 


Robitussin 


Cough & - 
Chest Congestion 
DEXTROMETHORPHAN Hr (Cough Seppressant) 
QUNFENESIN (Expectaraat) 


Gough+Ghest Multi-Symptom 
Congestion pm Gold 


Maximum Strength 


Maximum Strength 


Relief made simple. Robitussin 


robitussin.com 


©2011 Pfizer, Inc. 


Mission: 
Impossible— 
Ghost Protocol 


STARRING Tom Cruise, Jeremy Renner, 
Paula Patton, Simon Pegg P ae 

DIRECTED BY Brad Bird =“ 
PG-13, 2 HRS., 13 MINS. 
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OU’VE SEEN IT a hundred times, in any thriller 


that finds the hero perched on a ledge or on the 
edge of a building’s rooftop. The camera moves up 
and tilts downward, in a smooth unbroken shot, so 
that we can all know that the actor is really stand- 
ing there. By now we’re more than ready for that 
shot (it’s become fairly ho-hum). But there’s no 
way that I was ready for the extraordinary, dread- 
inducing Look, Ma, no safety net! sequence in Mission: 
Impossible—Ghost Protocol where Tom Cruise makes his 
way across the surface of the Burj Khalifa in Dubai—the 
world’s tallest skyscraper—while clinging to the building’s 
glass panels with a pair of electrified adhesive gloves. 
Cruise, as IMF agent Ethan Hunt, is trying to break into 
the suite that houses the skyscraper’s computer servers, 


(2) SAWYI GIAVG 


THE DARKEST HOUR: RICO TORRES; YOUNG ADULT, PHIL CARUSO 


and this is the only way he can do it without 
being detected from within. Brad Bird, the 
director of Ghost Protocol, knows all too well 
that the audience will be on the lookout for 
any telltale cut, any obvious digital image, 
anything at all that reveals that Tom Cruise 
isn’t really on the side of that skyscraper. And 
damned if we can find one! This is a sequence 
so ingeniously conceived and shot that even 
the audience doesn’t want to look down—a 
sequence so death-defying that it gets you 
laughing at your own susceptibility (especially 
if, like me, you happen to have a fear of 
heights). Shimmying up and down and around 
the building’s surface, with the ground looking 
as if it must be a mile below, Cruise becomes 
a fearless human bug (think Spider-Man 
without the superpowers). Then, just as we’re 
sure that our hearts couldn’t dig any deeper 
into our throats, one of his gloves begins to 
short out and lose adhesive power. Don’t you 
hate when that happens? 

Ghost Protocol brims with scenes that are 
exciting and amazing at the same time; 
they’re brought off with such casual aplomb 
that they’re funny, too. Early on, Hunt and a 
fellow agent, the nattering tech nerd Benji 
(Simon Pegg), have to penetrate the archive 
room of the Kremlin, and they do it in 
captivating silence by hiding behind a scrim 
that projects, to the security guard, an exact 
image of the hallway they’re in (minus the 
two of them). It’s the spy equivalent of a 
magic trick, and that’s the spirit of the whole 
movie. Ghost Protocol is fast and explosive, 
but it’s also a supremely clever sleight-of- 
hand thriller. Brad Bird, the animation wizard 
(The Incredibles, The Iron Giant), makes the 
leap to live action with the kind of skill Paul 
Greengrass brought to the Bourne films, only 
Bird, showing an animator’s miraculously 
precise use of visual space, has a playful, 
screw-tightening ingenuity all his own. 

After an epic explosion rocks the Kremlin, 
the entire IMF gets “disavowed,” and Hunt 
and his team find themselves cut off, without 
backup. Suddenly they’re rogue agents, like 
an espionage version of the Ocean’s gang, 
only with far more important priorities. 
Their mission is to stop Hendricks (Michael 
Nyaqvist, dour costar of the Swedish Girl With 
the Dragon Tattoo films), a lone terrorist 
who has stolen the Russian nuclear codes, 
from launching a missile and kicking off a 
nuclear war. All because he’s a nihilist nut 


who really wants to. Hunt’s team, aside from 
Benji (played by Pegg with impish timing), 
includes the terrific Paula Patton as the 
dangerously beautiful and ruthless Jane, and 
Jeremy Renner, all moody reticence, as a 
desk jockey named Brandt with a backstory 
that makes it look, for a time, like he’s Ethan’s 
ambiguous adversary. Together, these four 
execute fake seductions and underworld 
meetings, take parking-garage fight scenes to figs 

new heights of layer-cake suspense, and race EW MORE ON 
against the clock of a nuclear countdown EW.COM 
that’s just jittery enough to make the 
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unthinkable credible. The action- 

It’s become easy to take Tom Cruise’s horror movie The 
skill for granted (even his fans do), but in Darkest Hour, 
Ghost Protocol he has a pulsating presence, now in theater Ss 
a dynamic mind-body fusion. From the and starring 
moment he gets broken out of a Russian Emile Hirsch and 
prison cell, only to argue with Benji via Olivia Thirlby aS 
video feed as chaotic violence swirls all Americans with 


the cruddy luck 


around him, Cruise energizes the film with UY TUCK 
of vacationing in 


his no-sweat bravura. He kicks ass like an 


Ultimate Fighting bruiser, he races vehicles Moscow during 
like a demon—but more than any of that,he J} 4!) alien Invasion, 
invests every line, every situation, with the didn t screen 
cleanly intense, fired-up concentration of an in time for Our 
actor who means it. Powered by Cruise’s early preholiday 
moxie, Mission: Impossible—Ghost Protocol deadline, but 
proves that in a Hollywood action-ride you can find 
culture drenched in fake adrenaline, it’s our review on 


EW.com. 


cathartic to encounter the real thing. A 


A sampling of critics from across 
the country grade 10 current releases. 
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THE ADVENTURES OF TINTIN 


CARNAGE 
EXTREMELY LOUD... 


THE IRON LADY 


MISSION: IMPOSSIBLE... 


NEW YEAR'S EVE 


SHERLOCK HOLMES: A... 


WAR HORSE 
WE NEED TO TALK ABOUT... - 
* YOUNG ADULT | a | 
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REVIEWS 


Thomas Horn and 
Sandra Bullock 


STARRING 

Tom Hanks, 
Sandra Bullock 
DIRECTED BY 
Stephen Daldry 
PG-13, 2 HRS., 

9 MINS. 


OSCAR 
idee 


Picture; Director, 
Stephen Daldry; 
Supporting Actor, 
Max von Sydow; 
Adapted Screenplay, 
Eric Roth; Film Edit- 
ing, Claire Simpson; 
Art Direction, 
K.K. Barrett 


Supporting Actress, 
Sandra Bullock 
—DAVE KARGER 


Extremely 
Loud & 
Incredibly Close 


Oskar Schell (Thomas Horn), a grieving 
11-year-old boy in the unsettling, whimsy- 
glutted remember-9/11-at-the-holidays 
drama Extremely Loud & Incredibly Close, 
refers to when his father died only as “the 
Worst Day.” The designation is much more 
to the point than “the day the Twin Towers 
of the World Trade Center were destroyed by 
terrorists, killing thousands inside, including 
Oskar’s nice dad, generously played by Tom 
Hanks.” A year after the Worst Day, while his 
sad mom (an earnest Sandra Bullock) is at 
work, Oskar discovers a key hidden among 
his dead dad’s belongings. Convinced 
that the key will open something 
important, something that will 
reveal a message—father and son 
used to play at elaborate, clue-filled 
“reconnaissance expeditions”—the 
boy begins scouring the city for 

the key’s owner. For a time, 
he is accompanied by a mute 
old man known only as the 
Renter (Max von Sydow, © 
giving a great acting 
lesson in wordless 
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physical action) because he rents 
a room from Oskar’s grandma 
(Zoe Caldwell). The Renter com- 
municates by writing in a little 
notebook. For convenience, he also 
keeps YES inked on his left palm 
and NO on his right, and he flashes 
his hands, when appropriate, like a 
mime. Among those who can’t help 
Oskar—as an extra challenge, the 
boy could reasonably be diagnosed 
on the autism spectrum—are an 
unhappy couple played by Viola 
Davis and Jeffrey Wright. 

A polarizing load of quirkiness 
in Extremely Loud gunks up (at 
least for this hometown mourner; 
your results may vary) what is at 
heart a piercing story: Here’s a 
tale that compacts the grief of an 
entire world, country, city, and 
thousands of loved ones left 
behind into the pain of one 
vulnerable, fictional boy. The gunk 
is not, in itself, the movie's fault. Those 
narrative curlicues are embedded in 
Jonathan Safran Foer’s 2005 novel of the 
same name. (There, a reader can find a 
photo of palms marked YES and NO.) 
Indeed, the cinematic translation provided 
by Stephen Daldry (a pro at directing boys 
after Billy Elliot) is about as 9/11-respectful 
and eager to please as one can want with 
such a sugared premise. It will never get 
any easier, nor should it, to see images of 
the towers in flames, or of human beings 
falling to their deaths; at least Daldry is 
prudent in his use of sacred footage. 

But Alexandre Desplat’s score—which 
is full of musical cues to the audience to 
feel sad here!—only adds to the distraction. 
Young Thomas Horn is a former Jeopardy! 

Kids Week winner and acting novice. 

He may have been plucked to play 
Oskar because of the inherent 
solemnity and mournfulness that 
can be read in his sweet features— 
and he does everything Daldry 
wants him to. But muffled by the 
fanciful nature of Oskar’s 
little adventures, the 
pain of 9/11 doesn’t 
feel nearly as loud 
or close as I 
~ need it to. 
Tom = = 
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War Horse 


STARRING Jeremy Irvine, Emily Watson 
DIRECTED BY Steven Spielberg 
PG-13, 2 HRS., 26 MINS. 


In Michael Morpurgo’s 1982 children’s novel 
War Horse, Joey—a spirited horse drafted 
from an English farm to serve in World 
War I—narrates his own story. In War 
Horse the 2007 London theater sensation 
adapted by Nick Stafford and now on stage 
in New York, Joey is a giant puppet built of 
cane and plywood, manipulated in an amaz- 
ing semblance of full-blooded movement. 
Now comes War Horse the movie, directed 
by Steven Spielberg from a screenplay by 
Lee Hall and Richard Curtis. For the first 
time, Joey is a real horse. He doesn’t 
narrate books. He is, in the way of real 
horses, awesome to behold. And Spielberg, 
attuned to the power of that equine 
eloquence, gives Joey and his human 
costars exactly what they need to run free. 
This is a beautifully built, classically framed 
movie, shot with the unshowy natural 
expressiveness of a John Ford Western by 
Spielberg’s great cinematographer, Janusz 
Kaminski. The tears this War Horse wrings 
are honest, as Joey’s fate becomes entwined 
with those of British and German soldiers 
equally capable (amid bombs, gun blasts, 
and hideous barbed wire) of appreciating 
animal magnificence. 


Tom Hiddleston, 
+ Geoff Bell, and 
Jeremy Irvine 


The universal horror of war provides a 
grave backdrop for Morpurgo’s very 
accessible story. A kind farm boy named 
Albert (well-cast newcomer Jeremy Irvine) 
raises, trains, and grows to love Joey, then 
must tearfully hand him over for cavalry 
duty—a parting so unbearable for both 
parties that Albert later enlists and embarks 
on a mission to find him. Peter Mullan and 
Emily Watson personify homestead gump- 
tion as Albert’s tenant-farmer parents, and 
their domestic scenes of gruff tenderness 
give way to military scenes of heartbreaking 
bravery, and one spectacular sequence of 
charging cavalry. No wonder the filmmaker 
was smitten by the source material: The 
project is tailor-made for Saving Private 
Ryan Spielberg the war-story specialist, as 
well as for #.T. Spielberg the chronicler of 
boyhood desires and yearnings for family. 
Under the circumstances, simplistic class 
conflict embodied by David Thewlis as a 
wealthy, sneeringly insensitive landlord feels 
like one talking point too many. 

Here’s the thing about world wars, though: 
They level the playing (and dying) field for 
the villainous ruling class and virtuous 
working class alike. In the end, all who hate 
war are united as Steven Spielberg’s War 
Horse unspools to its stirring conclusion. 
While the book plows ahead on the simplicity 
of its sentences and the play thunders along 
on the spectacle of its stagecraft, Spielberg 
expertly harnesses light, shadow, and land- 
scape in the cause of peace. 


REVIEWS 


Picture; Director, 
Steven Spielberg; 
Adapted Screenplay, 
Lee Hall, 
Richard Curtis; 
Cinematography, 
Janusz Kaminski 


Original Score, John 
Williams; Film 
Editing, Michael 
Kahn; Art Direction, 
Rick Carter 
—DAVEKARGER 
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POSSIBLE 
Makeup, 
J. Roy Helland, 
Marese Langan 


ACRY IN THE DARK 
(1988) 
As an Aussie who maybe 
killed her child, Streep went 
brunet, adopted an accent, 
and launched a catchphrase: 
“A dingo ate mah bay-bay!” 


Meryl Streep 


The Iron Lady 


STARRING Meryl Streep, Jim Broadbent 
DIRECTED BY Phyllida Lloyd 

PG-13, 1 HR., 45 MINS. 

By Lisa Schwarzbaum 


Hiring America’s great lady of the thespian 
arts, Meryl Streep, to play Britain’s great lady 
of the political arts, Margaret Thatcher, in 
The Iron Lady is a stroke of Anglo-American 
casting genius right up there with enticing 
Daniel Day-Lewis to play Abraham Lincoln. 
Really, who better? Streep is her own 
irresistible show as she assumes, with the 
precision that is her trademark, the character 
of the U.K’’s staunchly conservative prime 
minister in the 1980s. It’s not just the 


physical transformation she gets right—the 
familiar helmet hairdo of lacquered waves, 
the distinctive vocal delivery that Thatcher 
willed herself to acquire. Streep also nails 
the comportment. She locates a soul. She 
finds an essence, so that every step and 
gesture reflects the journey of a grocer’s 
daughter who became one of the most 
powerful women in the world. 

Streep is a pleasure to behold; less so the 
rest of The Iron Lady. As directed by Phyllida 
Lloyd (who previously directed the star in 
the ahistorical Mamma Mia!), the movie is 
dragged down by its strained dramatic 
structure, ungainly flashbacks, hedging 
apolitical stance, and specious analysis of 
what made/makes the subject tick. (Thatcher, 
now 86 years old, is reportedly suffering from 
Alzheimer’s; how can anyone know what 
makes her tick?) The patronizing premise— 
by screenwriter Abi Morgan, who also 
co-wrote this year’s Shame—keeps a pre- 
sumptuously pitying focus on the former PM 
as an addled senior who in her dementia finds 
comfort in communing with her jolly fellow 
of a deceased husband, Denis (a game Jim 
Broadbent, who also tended to a demented 
spouse in Jris). As the story lurches from one 
biographical bullet point to the next—Streep 
is at her peak as Maggie-the-PM—and then 
circles back to the frail old lady at home, the 
effect adds up less to an understanding of 
Margaret Thatcher than to an appreciation 
of what really good prosthetics can do in the 
hands of a world-class pro. B 


The Many Marvelous Faces of Meryl Streep 


Turning herselfinto Thatcher is just the actress’ latest metamorphosis. Here are five other standouts, —KEITH STASKIEWICZ 


DEATH BECOMES HER ANGELS IN AMERICA 
(1992) (2003) 
Ayouth serum turns She played four different 
Streep’s plastic-surgery- characters inthe HBO 
abusing character froma adaptation of Tony 
frumpy actress intoa vamp Kushner’s play, including 
with serious neck problems. anelderly male rabbi. 


THE DEVIL WEARS 
PRADA (2006) 
An icy Cruella De Vil wig 
and even icier voice helped 


JULIE & JULIA 
(2009) 
Just as Julia Child made duck 
a lorange look easy, Streep’s 


Streep become the uncanny embodiment of the 
ultimate boss from hell, chef's look and singsong 
Miranda Priestly. delivery seems effortless. 
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6 Directors Who 


hd 


Taught Me the Trade 


When Angelina Jolie decided to write and direct the Bosnian war dramaJ/nthe 
Land of Blood and Honey (intheaters now), she drew on her own career asa 
filmschool of sorts. Hereare the directors who inspired her. ANTHONY BREZNICAN 


> 

His 1999 drama about women 

in an mental asylum, Girl, 
Interrupted, won Jolie an Oscar— 
and instilled in her the importance 
of cast bonding. “It was a family of 
actors. | remember James did a lot of 
improv where we would be our charac- 
ters and just be in the ward... | would just 
barge into everybody's rooms and do 
whatever it was that | felt like doing. 
That was my character!” she laughs. 
“The director would help the artist find a 
family, and then the director backs off. | 
think that’s something | applied.” 


> 

She picked up tips about shoot- 
ing in a language she doesn’t 
speak from her Changeling 


director, who shot his 2006 
WWII epic Letters From Iwo Jima 
in Japanese. 

“He often talked about the discipline 

of acting,” says Jolie, who shot two 
versions of Blood and Honey, one in the 
Bosnian-Croatian-Serbian language and 
the other in English. “What's interest- 
ing is it pulls the director to focus on 
behavior more. It [makes] us not get 
stuck in text, and pay more attention to 
the nuances of actors’ facial gestures, 
their body language, their emotions.” 


aR 
Jolie admires how the director, 
whom she worked with on 2004’s 
Alexander, pours his anger and 
doubts into movies like Platoon 
and Wall Street. “When men bring 
their experience and their pain, their 
frustrations to projects, they're by no 
means simple—they are weighted with 
something. Oliver has that,” Jolie says. 
“Blood and Honey was born of my 
frustration at the lack of [international] 
intervention in a crisis. The world is 
aware...but people are continuing to die.” 


REVIEWS 


> 


n the early 90s they made | 


a commercial for YM —_— 
magazine together, but oe) Pee 
Jolie has since gotten to - 
know him through his work yp 
with Brad Pitt. (He’s also 


been circling her Cleopatra 
project.) “He's such an intellectual, and 
he has such patience. This is something 
that | have yet to learn. | need a little 

of that... He just focuses; he's a bit of a 
perfectionist, and that’s something | 

am not. | just don’t have that patience 
in life. In my heart, | want to try to do 
something like that if | can.” 


5 
He minimized the presence of the 
film crew partly to create a sense 
of intimacy on 2007's A Mighty 
Heart. “| tried to give the actors what | 
would have wanted as an actor. He 
taught me how to do that, because A 
Mighty Heart was an experience where | 
could be completely free, unaware of the 
camera,” Jolie says. In Blood and Honey, 
“there were certain scenes where we 
would try to [put] the camera far 
enough away where they wouldn't see 
it, or not move the camera forward so 
they knew it was a close-up.” 


=> 

The fellow actor-turned-director 
inspired her with his “fire” on 
2006's The Good Shepherd. 

“The intensity with which he approaches 
his roles is the intensity with which 

he directs,” Jolie says. “And so it’s a 
force of nature.” 
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Comes 


Alive! 


Director Jason Reitman (Juno, Young Adult) has been staging 
livereadings of quirky and beloved old moviesin L.A. He’s 
snagged some great, game actors to reinterpret the roles— 
and drawn some ecstatic crowds. —ANTHONY BREZNICAN 


HH! DON’T TELL anyone, 
but Jason Reitman and 
Patton Oswalt are playing 
hooky. It’s a cool December 
evening, and the two are skipping 
out on the Los Angeles premiere of 
their own movie, Young Adult, to 
zoom across Los Angeles to a rival 
event: a live dramatic reading of 
the 1987 comedy The Princess 
Bride at the Los Angeles County 
Museum of Art. 

Inconceivable! 

Reitman, the Oscar-nominated 
director of Juno and Up in the Air, 
came up with the idea to stage per- 
formances of classic screenplays 
after a particularly exciting 
table read of Labor Day, a drama 
he’s shooting next year. In 
October he recruited Oswalt, 
Jennifer Garner, and Breaking 
Bad’s Aaron Paul for a rendition 
of The Breakfast Club. In Novem- 
ber he landed Steve Carell, 
Natalie Portman, and Pierce 
Brosnan for The Apartment. “It’s 
a bit like listening to a bedtime 
story,” says Reitman, 34. “When 
you’ve already seen the movie, 
there’s going to be imagery that 
breaks through, but half of it 
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you're going to make up in your 
head, and that brings the audience 
into the experience in a new way.” 
Each reading has sold out in a flash 
(sponsored by the nonprofit group 
Film Independent), and the plan is 
to hold even more performances, 
possibly expanding to other cities in 
the new year. 

As Reitman and Oswalt arrive 
backstage at LACMA’s 600-seat 
theater, Rob Reiner, The Princess 
Bride’s original director, is the first 
person to greet them. Tonight he’s 
playing the role of the kindly, yarn- 
spinning grandfather, who was first 
embodied by the late Peter Falk. 


The assembled cast at the 


“What a great idea! It’s weird! 
Surreal—but it’s nice. I get to 
narrate the movie!” Reiner says, 
beaming. Also on hand from the 
1987 cast: Fred Savage, now 35 but 
happily resuming his part as the 
young grandson; and Cary Elwes, 
once the heroic Prince Charming 
Westley, now incarnating the 
villainous Humperdinck—the very 
character who killed (well, mostly 
killed) Westley. “I made the picture 
25 years ago,” Elwes says. “So 
maybe my eyebrows have become 
more arched since then.” 

While members of the original 
film bring a sense of nostalgia, 
Reitman says the point is to mix it 
up. “What’s nice is seeing the parts 
performed by different types of 
actors,” he says. And so tonight 
Paul Rudd is playing Westley; 
Oswalt is the arrogant kidnapper 
Vizzini, originated by Wallace 
Shawn; Kevin Pollak riffs on Billy 
Crystal’s Miracle Max; Goran 
Visnjic takes on Mandy Patinkin’s 
Spaniard, Inigo Montoya; and 
Mindy Kaling, as Princess Butter- 
cup, picks up where Robin Wright 
left off. Or maybe not. “I’m thinking 
of doing an Edith Bunker thing as 
my voice,” she cracks backstage. 

As the clock ticks toward show- 
time, Reitman, who’s swapped his 
fancy black premiere suit for a 
flannel shirt and jeans, gathers the 
group in a huddle to wish them 
well. Helen Estabrook, 

Reitman’s producing 
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E 
and Mindy Kal 


partner at Right of Way Films, 
hands Savage a last-minute prop: a 
1980s-era Bears jersey, just like the 
one his character wore in the movie, 
only now grown-up-size. Soon Reit- 
man is introducing the performers, 
and the crowd roars as Savage pulls 
on the familiar shirt. Equally explo- 
sive cheers greet Reiner and Elwes. 
Fittingly, Rudd is seated right next 
to Elwes and glances at him for 
approval as he delivers his first line 
as Westley: “As you wish.” During 
the reading, Elwes gives Rudd vary- 
ing degrees of thumbs-up. “The 
general nervousness I felt would 
exist in and of itself, but Cary Elwes 
sitting next to me made it especially 
so,” Rudd says later. “He was so 
nice, and very good at allaying some 
of the fears. But not all of them.” 


During the sword-fighting 
dialogue, Oswalt simulates the 
clang of blades with two spoons, 
and when he delivers his first 
“Inconceivable!” he almost 
whispers it. The crowd eats it up. 
“All I was trying to do was not read 
it like Wallace Shawn,” he tells EW 
afterward. “I was trying to be every 
sarcastic computer-repair guy 
you’ve ever met. ‘Oh. So, uh, you 
restarted the computer. Uh-huh.” 

Throughout the evening, Savage 
finds himself recapturing some of 
his old boyish wonder. “I haven’t 
said those words in 25 years,” he 
explains, grinning. “None of these 
people want to do an imitation of the 
character the way it was done 
before. Hearing myself do the lines, 
I felt like, ‘Fred, you’re just doing an 


imitation!’ It sounded too familiar!” 
To be fair, Fred Savage does a mean 
Fred Savage. 

As the cast returns backstage 
following Buttercup and Westley’s 
ride off into the sunset, the mood is 
electric. High fives are exchanged, 
and each of the actors carries around 
posters for their castmates to sign, 
sharing new insights into the movie 
they just brought back to life. 

Soon Reitman, Oswalt & Co. are 
bidding adieu to The Princess Bride 
and piling back into the shuttle bus 
to return to the Young Adult after- 
party. As Reitman steps off the bus, 
back in his black suit, he braces him- 
self to meet the crowd that has just 
watched his other baby. He adjusts 
his tie. Though it’s late at night, it’s 
time to return to his day job. = 


Illustration by JOHN UELAND 
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REVIEWS MOVIES 


BOX OFFICE 
Mission: 
impossible— 
Ghost Protocol 
Despite Christmas Eve, a 
perennially slow day at the 
box office, falling on a 
Saturday, Tom Cruise did the 
Impossible and reenergized 
the Mission franchise—and 
his career—over the four-day 
holiday weekend. 
he ; THE TOP 20 ‘wencene | Ses Pensme | etease | rooares 
Jude Law an c 
<= APR SS 
Gebers Downey. JE itn er ee MISSION: IMPOSSIBLE—GHOST PROTOCOL | $46.2 | 3,448 | $13,402 
— 4 + 
Sh erl ock H olm es A SHERLOCK HOLMES: A GAME OF SHADOWS | $31.8 | 3,703 | $8590) 2 $90.6 
| ee 
° ALVIN AND THE CHIPMUNKS: CHIPWRECKED | $20.0 | 3,734 | $5,356 | 2 $56.9 
A Game of Shadows Chipwrecked will likely continue the 
recent trend of kiddie sequels—like 
, : s ; ee gt Cars 2, Kung Fu Panda 2, and Happy 
STARRING Robert Downey Jr., Jude Law Feet TWo—earning kes than thee 
DIRECTED BY Guy Ritchie Hane, eee Paes flick, 
‘Ss The Squeakquel, grossed a 
PG-13, 2 HRS., 9 MINS. whopping $219.6 million. 
By Owen Gleiberman THE GIRL WITH THE DRAGON TATTOO si94 | 2,914 | $6658) 1 | $278 
Ss ce Sona oscna alae y van cetee tet eoentcass eae aeeRiaaemerts z | z 
In the darkly nimble yet frictionless Sherlock THE ADVENTURES OF TINTIN $61: ee S25 | S281 
Holmes: A Game of Shadows, Robert Downey WE BOUGHT A ZOO $15.6 | 3117 | $5,005| 1 $15.6 
Jr. mutters his lines with the caustic British WAR HORSE 315.0 | 2376 | $6324) 1 $15.0 
quickness of a man who can’t be bothered to Steven Spielberg's acclaimed WWI 
ay attenti n r ion. drama galloped away with a sturdy 
re y ps ‘ on ‘onormal levels of See oe $15 million in two days—a stronger-than- 
es operating on a twenty-twenty brain expected start for the equine epic. 
frequency all his own. Downey, once again, THE DARKEST HOUR $55 2324 | $2367 | 1 $55 
proves a charmingly flip if slightly perturbed — — 
Holmes (the ability to take in everything in pat UAL 30 eee 5 | 3 2e 
a single glance makes him feel blessed but THE DESCENDANTS $3.4 | 813 | $4,213 | $33.7 
ee 5 SRE: ——— =~} 
alienated, like some genteel Victorian THE MUPPETS $34 | 1752 | suas | 5 $76.9 
X-Man). Holmes and Watson (Jude Law), his + = 
light-fingered BFF, uncover a plot hatched mS $33 [exer $2670 | 5 ieeene 
by Professor Moriarty (Jared Harris), a good THE SITTER $3.0 | 1,786 | $1,680 | 3 | $235 
} “ Jos j ote 1 
guy who is secretly bad. He’s out to kick-start YOUNG ADULT sza | 97 | $2812) 3 $8.2 
World War I, all so that he can profit from af —— 
it—a more lavishly designed scheme than gal AL eg $26 | een AL | 5 a 
the one in 2009's Sherlock Holmes. THE TWILIGHT SAGA: BREAKING DAWN... $22 | 141 | $1524 | 6 $271.3 
*) 7 ~ TW = = fare 
Yet here, as before, part of the movie’s THE ARTIST $i 167 | $3395| 5 $29 
perversely cheeky design is that it throws The Weinstein Co’s black-and-white 
. , ie -, silent film added 150 theaters to its run 
away its own cleverness. Dir ector Guy and enjoyed a subsequent 388 percent 
Ritchie loves whooshy, rapid-fire speed boost. The Oscar contender has grossed 
shifts, and uses them for hypnotic sequences 529 mimon after five weekends. = 
in which Holmes thinks out his fistfights in Uist Lert Sones aN. = $12 55 | $22,003| 3 $23 
le CO. XS ma, which sta 
advance or darts from one clue to the next. Okeneteid om Firth, i srFies S ale 
Ritchie, if he wanted, could probably make impressive crowds in limited release. | 
a classic Holmes caper, but instead he treats MY WEEK WITH MARILYN $0.9 602 | $1,475 5 $73 | 
Holmes’ insights as mere froth. Isn’t it a ip | 2 
Pan PUSS IN BOOTS $0.4 | 389 | $1131 | 9 $143.9 
bit glib to turn the most famous master of . 
. : orgs - SOURCE Rentrak C ti kend of Dec. 23-26, 2011 “Week id gross-to-di inmilli 
deduction into the first victim of ADD? B= ARee eaten teenth ee ee 


¥3Y3031 20f 70I0LONd LSOHD—FTGISSOdWI -NOISSIW ‘HLIWS TZINVG :SMOGYHS 30 3WV9 ¥ “SIWIOH XDOTUSHS 


60 | EW.COM January 6, 2012 


HEADS ABOVE A MANUAL TOOTHBRUSH 


For just a few dollars more than a manual 
toothbrush, the ARM & HAMMER® Spinbrush® 
ProClean®, with its Dual-Action Head, 
removes up to 70% more plaque in 
hard-to-reach places.* 


Don’t just brush. 


TTERY-POWERED TOOTHBRUSH 


Safety Notice: Please remember to replace your brush head after 3 months of use, or if the brush is 
damaged, or if parts become loose. Extended usage, loose parts, or excessive wear could lead to brush head 
breakage, generation of small parts, and possible choking hazard. Inspect brush for loose parts before use. 


©horch & Dwight Co, Inc, 2012. All Rights Reserved. Spinbrush, ARH & HAMMER, and ProClean are registered trademarks of Church & Dwight Co, Inc *ys. an ordinary manual toothbrush. Data on file. 


DVD«Downloads 


What movies to own, rent, and stream this week BY CHRIS NASHAWATY 


, , 
LL POPSET ELE 


Contagion 28 Days Later 


= (2011, PG-13) 
Stay away from that 
bowl of beer nuts! I 

can’t think of a scarier 
movie to watch during 
germ season than Steven 
Soderbergh’s globe- 
trotting thriller about a 
pandemic that spares no 
one—not even Gwyneth 
Paltrow! Matt Damon is 
great as a terrified, can-do 
dad, and Kate Winslet, 


5 Infectious 
Thrillers 


Justin time for flu season, here are movies that 
make your winter sniffles seem like child’s 
play, starting with Contagion, now on DVD 


as a CDC scientist, raises 
goose bumps the first 
time she coughs. When 
the credits roll, you'll 
hightail it to the nearest 


bottle of Purell. 
> (2003, 
R) Most folks consider 


Danny Boyle’s adrenaline- 
fueled cannibal chiller 

a zombie flick. It ain’t. 
Technically, these 
marauding meat-eaters 


are infected with a rage 
virus. Hither way, they’re 
fast as hell...and they’re 
coming to get you! 

é (1995, R) 

I have a hard time buying 
Dustin Hoffman as an 
action hero. But I have no 
problem being scared 
silly by the Ebola virus. 
(It’s called the Motaba 
virus here—who knew a 
virus could sue?) The 
movie’s got too much 
big-budget hooey, but the 
smaller moments, like a 
guy coughing in a crowded 
movie theater, are sure 
to stick with you. 

> (1977, R) This 
early, rough-around-the- 
edges David Cronenberg 


creepfest stars former 
porn star Marilyn Cham- 
bers as a young woman 
who becomes hysterical, 
infectious, and blood- 
thirsty after receiving 
an experimental surgical 
procedure. The ironic 
ending is a honey. 

> (1971, 
PG) Here’s Charlton 
Heston just the way we 
like him: blasting pasty- 
faced mutants with a 
machine gun. The film’s 
global germ-warfare plot 
is pretty dated (the 
Commies started it). But 
the next time you have to 
call in sick to work, trust 
me, this is exactly what 
the doctor ordered. 
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SID & NANCY: NEW LINE CINEMA/PHOTOFEST: HOSTEL: PART lil: ALICIA GBUR: BRIGHTON ROCK: IFC FILMS/EVERETT COLLECTION; DON'T BE AFRAID OF THE DARK: CAROLYN JOHNS 


on Blu-ray 


The 1986 punk classic about a 
doomed Sex Pistol still thrills 


Gary Oldman has been so good for so 
long it’s easy to forget what a coup he 
pulled off in his big-screen debut 25 years 
ago. As the spiky-haired, live-fast-die- 
young punk-rock casualty Sid Vicious, 
Oldman came out of the gate like Marlon 
Brando with a syringe and safety pins. 
Not only did he (literally) bleed for his 


Happenedin 


art, he made you care 
about a junkie with a 
death wish. Directed by 
British provocateur Alex 
Cox, Sid & Nancy (1986, R, 
1 hr., 51 mins.) is one 

of the great movies of the 
’80s. It’s also one of 

the most haunting love 
stories you'll ever see. 
Just out on Blu-ray, the 
film traces the brief rise 
and fall of Vicious’ band, 
the Sex Pistols. But its 
real focus is the toxic 
relationship between 

the musician and his 
American girlfriend 
Nancy Spungen, a whirlwind of whiny 
neediness played by Chloe Webb. Even 
though she’s portrayed as a peroxide- 
blond Yoko who comes between Sid and 
his bandmates, Nancy brings out the 
puppy-dog side of punk’s most notorious 
pit bull. They argue, take heroin, and run 
around shooting cap guns like two kids 
on the world’s most dysfunctional play- 
date. Sid and Nancy are two lost souls 
who can’t—and don’t want to—live with- 
out each other. Maybe that’s why it seems 
so inevitable when, after accidentally 
stabbing Nancy to death, he follows right 
behind her to that mosh pit in the sky. 


Gary Oldman 
and Chloe Webb 


Vegas, Should Have Stayed 


I'm not ashamed to admit that | kind of 
dig Eli Roth’s Hostel movies. Sure, they're 
sadistic and sick, but there’s always a 
sequence or two that has something on 
its mind besides splatter. | can’t say the 
same for the direct-to-DVD Hostel: 

Part Ill (2011, Not Rated, 1 hr., 28 mins.). 
Not having Roth behind the camera was 
the first mistake. Moving from grimy 
Eastern Europe, where life is cheap, was 
the second. Part III follows four horny 
bachelor-party jerks to Las Vegas, where 
they wind up on the business end of some 
very nasty torture implements. The 
movie wants to be The Hangover with a 
body count, but it’s just a bloody mess. 


Nickola Shreli 


fs. 


BRIGHTON ROCK (2011, R) Sam 
Riley, Helen Mirren A moody 
British noir loosely based on a 
Graham Greene novel about a 
young gangster trying to silence 
a beautiful murder witness. 


FINAL DESTINATION 5 (2011, R) 
Nicholas D’Agosto, Emma Bell Yes, 
it’s time for another dose of Rube 
Goldberg death gags. The series 
may be predictable and silly, but 
the fifth chapter is one of the 
liveliest yet. (Also on iTunes) 


APOLLO 18 (2011, PG-13) Warren 
Christie Think Paranormal 
Activity in space and you've got 
the hook for this zero-gravity 
misfire. Hollywood, we have a 
problem. (Also on iTunes) 


LOVE CRIME (2011, Not Rated) Kristin 
Scott Thomas, Ludivine Sagnier 

In this tense French thriller, a 
female executive (The English 
Patient’s Scott Thomas) faces off 
against her ambitious assistant 
(Swimming Pool’s Sagnier). 


THE LAST KISS (2001, R) Stefano 
Accorsi, Giovanna Mezzogiomo Italian 
director Gabriele Muccino's 
terrific import comedy about a 
group of self-centered men 
afraid of growing up. Zach Braff 
starred in a 2006 remake, but 
all of the original's wit was lost 
in translation. Do yourself a 
favor and check this one out. 
(On Netflix instant viewing) 


DON'T BE AFRAID OF THE DARK 
(2011, R) Katie Holmes, Guy Pearce 
Don't be fooled by producer 
Guillermo del Toro's name in the 
credits. This gothic potboiler 
doesn’t deliver the chills. C- 1/3 


| DON’T KNOW HOW SHE DOES IT 
(2011, PG-13) Sarah Jessica Parker 
If the title refers to how Parker 
keeps picking movies this blah, 
then we don’t either. D+ 1/3 


Most grades are from EW'S reviews of 
the original theatrical release 
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Josh Lucas 


TheFirm 


Debuts Sunday, Jan. 8, 
9 p.m. 

NBC 

By Melissa Maerz 
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ITCH McDEERE WANTS TO warn us: 
“Tt’s happening again.” So says the belea- 
guered lawyer (played by Josh Lucas) 
during a frantic phone call to his wife, 
Abby (Molly Parker), on The Firm, NBC’s 


update of John Grisham’s 1991 best-seller. 


What exactly “it” is Mitch doesn’t say, 
though we can imagine. Ten years ago, 
while working for a Mob-backed firm, he helped the FBI 


bring down his bosses. Now he’s just outrun a gang of 
power-suited Washington, D.C., thugs. Apparently, the 
Mob has a long memory—and so does NBC. 

The Firm picks up 10 years after the events of the 1993 
film starring Tom Cruise ended: Mitch and his family are 
out of Witness Protection and reestablishing a normal life, 
and he’s starting a new practice. But another shady firm, 


DEN/3INTIM 3AZLS 


THE FIRM: STEVE WILKIE/NBC; CLARK IN 2010: IDA MAE ASTUTE/ABC; IN 1983: ABC PHOTO ARCHIVES 


Kinross & Clark, is pushing hard to acquire 
Mitch's business, and he’s beginning to sus- 
pect that he’s being watched. All of this makes 
it very difficult for Mitch to take on new cli- 
ents, like the alleged middle-school murderer 
he defends in the pilot. It seems every episode 
will find him running some version of the same 
to-do list: (1) Get coffee. (2) Solve case of the week. 
(3) Flee shadowy malefactors in high-speed chase. 
For a supposed update, The Firm some- 
times feels like a relic from a bygone era. 
Mitch uses a pay phone, not a cell phone, 
to make that urgent call to Abby. Abby is 
incredulous that a woman is in charge at 
Kinross & Clark. (Associate: “That’s Alex 
Clark. She runs our litigation team.” Abby: 
“She?”) And Mitch’s assistant, Tammy 
(played with incredibly amusing can I smoke 
in here? trashiness by Juliette Lewis), 
dresses like she lives in a world where sexual- 
harassment lawsuits don’t exist. But The 
Firm’s quaintness can be a virtue: Mitch is 
such an old-school, self-made hero—he was 
raised by a coal miner and a waitress(!) and 
worked hard to graduate near the top of his 
class at Harvard—that you can’t help but 


Dick Clark on 40 Rockin’ New Year’s Eves 


With Dick Clark’s Primetime New Year’s Rockin’ Eve (ABC, 10 p.m.) celebrating its 40th anniversary this year, we 
asked the titular host to share some of his most memorable Times Square moments. (Two words: naked partygoers.) 


DickeClark in 2010; 
“Cinset) in 1983 


NEW YEAR’S ROCKIN’ EVE 


MM i 


root for him. And at a time when the proce- 
dural format is constantly being reinvented 
with fairy-tale detectives and psychic intelli- 
gence agents, The Firm’s straightforward, 
one-man-against-the-system story still feels 
compelling—especially when that one man 
happens to look like a Tom Ford model yet 
comes off as totally relatable. It’s been a while 
since Hollywood dusted off the trope of the 
scrappy Everyman lawyer fighting against 
Big Corruption. But if you’ve missed more 
traditional courtroom dramas, you'll be glad 
that Mitch is right: It’s happening again. B 


somewhat distracted by the stage 


Juliette Lewis 


has always been a pleasant and 
memorable night for me. When we 
started in 1972, | was perched on 
top of a Times Square building 
accompanied by my wife and a lone 
cameraman. Since then, our crew 
and show have grown considerably. 

| always remember the weather, 
because strangely enough, we were 
always standing out in the elements 
and were not able to go into a studio 
as we are today. Over the years, there 
were many nights we had torrential 
rain, heavy snow, or gusty winds 
to deal with during the show. The 
coldest New Year's Eves | remember 
were in 1976 and 1996, when the 
temperature dropped to 15 degrees 
and the windchill factor was minus 
14! One chilly New Year’s Eve, | was 


manager standing beside my camera, 
directing me. He, the cameraman, and 
several stagehands were paying no 
attention to me whatsoever but were 
fascinated with the off-camera sight 
taking place directly behind me. Much 
to their amusement, high atop Times 
Square in an office building, they 
were being entertained by an office 
full of naked celebrants, who were 
dancing, partying, and celebrating the 
arrival of the new year. 

Ona more serious note, Dec. 31, 
2001, followed the tragic events of 
9/11, but the New Year’s Eve cele- 
brants were undeterred and brought 
in 2002 in grand fashion...proving, 
once again, if you want to ring in the 
new year in an upbeat frame of mind, 
the place to be is Times Square. 
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So what will season 2 

look like? 

RYAN MURPHY What | 
planned all along is it’s an 
anthological series—every 
year there is a different 
house or institution that is 
haunted. This year it was the 
Harmon house. Next year, it 
will be something else that | 
know but | don’t want to talk 
about yet. Some of the 
actors that have been in the 
show this year will stay as 
different characters, and 
some will come and go. | 
was really interested in 
what Orson Welles did with 
the Mercury Theatre—they 
always did different roles 
and different projects. So 
that’s the setup. 

So the Harmon family will 
not be back next season? 
MURPHY No. Although, 
interestingly enough, | think 
there is a possibility that we 
could revisit that story line 
in season 3 or 4. As of now, 
the plan is to do a different 
house, different haunting, 
different cast. 

What about Jessica Lange’s 
Constance coming back? 
MURPHY No. | might have a 
brainstorm in season 4 to do 
{something with] Constance 
and her grandson, like, in New 
York. But as of now, that 
story is done and put to bed. 
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American Horror Story: 
Scary Plans for Season 2 


F'X’s freshman hit finished its wild (Tate is Rubber 
Man!) and wicked (Violet killed herself!) season with 
a shocking jolt (spoiler alert for you DVR dawdlers): 
The entire Harmon family (Dylan McDermott, Connie 
Britton, Taissa Farmiga) ended up dead and trapped 
as ghosts in their haunted home. What does the 
bloodbath mean for season 2? EW talked to co-creator 
Ryan Murphy about what’s in store. —TIM STACK 


Can you give us any 

hint about what actors 
you're keeping? 

MURPHY No, | can’t. To get 
that caliber of cast in that 
one-year deal, everyone 
knew there was an end. It 
wasn't a typical TV show, 
which is how we got people 
like Connie and Dylan and 
Jessica. It’s almost like a 


Twilight Zone approach to it. 


What | like is that people 
can really get invested in it 
and then they can have a 
conclusion. It's not some- 
thing you have to follow for 
four years to figure out 
what the hell is happening, 
and every season will have 
the same resolution. 

When | spoke to you and 
co-creator Brad Falchuk in 
September, you said that 
each season would have 
a new theme, like this 


Connie Britton 


season's was infidelity. 
MURPHY Yes. Next year 
we'll center in on one 
theme as told through the 
metaphor of that house. 
Will it take place in Los 
Angeles? 

MURPHY No. It will be 
completely the opposite of 
what we've seen. We'll 
probably announce who's 
in it and where it will be set 


/ Sessica Lange 
and her on- 
scr@en grandson 


in February. I'm really 
excited about it because 
it’s different and it’s 
challenging. It’s a lot of 
work to reboot some- 
thing every year. What 
I'm excited about is 
using all of those music 
cues and putting them 
into a different story, 
doing a completely 

new title sequence with 
the same artist. | think 
hopefully the audience will 
love that there’s a new 
mystery, a new house, a 
new way to do horror. 

Are you sad to say good- 
bye to things like Rubber 
Man and the infantata? 
Or is it exciting? 

MURPHY I think it’s sad for 
me to say goodbye to the 
relationships. | definitely will 
miss the Constance 
character. I'll definitely miss 
the Tate-Violet relationship. 
I'm really excited to come up 
with a list of completely 
crazy new creatures. It will 
not be another family in peril. 
It will be something else. I'm 
not going to say what it is, 
but the clue to what it is is in 
the “Birth” episode. Go 
through frame by frame. | 
planted it in there—but | will 
never reveal it. mi 
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LENO: MITCHELL HAASETH/NBC; RIVERS: CINDY ORD/GETTY IMAGES; O'BRIEN: ART STREIBER/TBS; LABELLE: VIVIAN ZINK/BRAVO; FALLON; LLOYD BISHOP/NBC; NCIS: SONJA FLEMMING/CBS 


SoundBites 


“CAnthony Weiner] 
and his wife, Huma, 
have given birth to 
a baby boy. He 
posted a photo of 
the new baby on 
Twitter, but people 
are afraid to open it.” 


Jay Leno on The Tonight Show 


“| fell asleep watching 
The Help. How does 
it end? Does the house 
get clean or not?” 


—Joan Rivers on Fashion Police 


“Mitt Romney's 
wife says her hus- 
band loves caffeine- 
free Diet Coke. 
Yeah, or as it’s 
known in the 
Mormon commu- 
nity, the ultimate 
gateway drug.” 


—Conan O'Brien on Conan 


CVE 


“| thought | had 
Bigfoot on the plate.” 


—Guest judge Patti LaBelle, critiquing 
ameat dish, on Top Chef: Texas 


Nb eh oe 


“Facebook founder Mark 
Zuckerberg apparently 
went hunting; he killed a 
bison, nicknamed it ‘Billy, 
then mounted its head 
on a wall. Then 
Zuckerberg was like, 
‘Anyone else wanna 
complain about the new 
Facebook Timeline?” 


—Jimmy Fallon on Late Night 


’ 


REVIEWS TV 


| The Chart 


NCIS 


Gibbs (Mark 
Harmon) and his 
team protect a 
pregnant woman 
being targeted 
by foreign merce- 
naries in this 
chart-topping 
Dec. 13 episode. 


ja NCIS CBS, Tuesday, 8 p.m. 19.1 ee 
= = 


"2 60 MINUTES CBS, Sunday, 7334 p.m. 85 | 3 


SUNDAY NIGHT FOOTBALL NBC Sunday,83lpm. | 16.6 | 1 


NCIS: LOS ANGELES CBS, Tuesday, 9 p.m. 16.4 


| >) TWOAND AHALF MEN CBS, Monday, 9pm. | 149 


|S) THE MENTALIST CBS, Thursday, 10 p.m. B2 


~/ SURVIVOR: SOUTH PACIFIC CBS, Sunday, 834pm. | 13.1 


2 
5 
:)) PERSON OF INTEREST CBS, Thursday, 9p.m. | 129 | 8 


CRIMINAL MINDS CBS, Wednesday, 9 p.m. 12! 10 

) MIKE & MOLLY CBS, Monday, 9:31 p.m [ws | 9 | 
7 
18 


L 
; 


' UNFORGETTABLE CBS, Tuesday, 10 p.m, 


Tr) HAWAII FIVE-O CBS, Monday, 10 p.m 


b 


10 
+t) 2. BROKE GIRLS CBS, Monday, 8 p.m 
B 


4] by fi Bis 
2 CSI CBS, Wednesday, 10 p.m. 


»\ THE X FACTOR Fox, Wednesday, 8 p.m. 


——— 


10: 

10. 

v 2 BROKE GIRLS (R) CBS, Monday, 8:30 p.m. 10. 
h 10 


——s 


.2 
2) 4 
SURVIVOR: SOUTH PACIFIC CBS, Sunday, 10:43pm. | 9.9 


| 


THE X FACTOR Fox, Thursday, 8 p.m. 99 | 22 
RULES OF ENGAGEMENT CBS, Thursday,83lpm. | 9.5 | 21 
} )) FEAR FACTOR NBC, Monday, 8 p.m. 


ve 
22 
B 
"7 BARBARA WALTERS PRESENTS: THE10.. [ea | - | 
Hoel) ABC, Wednesday, 931 pm. 
44 


*)) FEAR FACTOR NBC, Monday, 9 p.m 


|=) THE BIGGEST LOSER NBC, Tuesday, 9 p.m. 78 


SOURCE: Nielsen, week of Dec. 12-18, 2011 “In millions 


Pew | Bachelor, How | Met Your Mother, Jersey Shore, 
> Top Chef: Texas, and more every week on EW.com 
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DOG WHISPERER 
WITH CESAR MILLAN 


NAT GEO 


NATGEOWILD.COM/DOGWHISPERER 


THE BACHELOR: RICK ROWELL/ABC; PRETTY LITTLE LIARS: DANNY FELD/ABC FAMILY; IT’S A BRAD, BRAD WORLD: NICOLE WILDER/BRAVO 


Lindzi and 
Ben Flajnik 


WhattoWatch 


JANUARY 2 


Pretty Little Liars 
ABC Family, TV-14-LV £2) 


i 


A DAY-TO-DAY 
GUIDE TO 
NOTABLE 
PROGRAMS* 


By Jessica Shaw 


The teen mystery will reveal the 
ee cRe identity of “A” on the March 19 
season finale, but the journey 


to that revelation—beginning with tonight's story- 
stuffed episode—may prove to be even more 
delicious. Finally, our four Liars have concocted 

a serious plan to take down “A’...but it’s not that 
easy. By the end of the hour, though, we'll see 
something powerful fall into the girls’ hands that 
should make the hunt for “A” juicier than ever. As 
“X" would say: Buckle up, bitches. & —Tanner Stransky 


The Bachelor 
MONDAY, JAN. 2 | 8-10:01PM | ABC [2 

“That’s crazy!” laughs winemaking Bachelor 

t"\'5-' Ben Flajnik when contestant Lindzi (not to be 
confused with contestant Lyndsie) rides up on a horse to greet 
him tonight. Oh, you dear boy—you don’t know from lady-crazy. 
But we loyal Bachelor fans do, and that’s why we'll be cozying 
up with a glass of Evolve Winery’s sauvignon blanc (courtesy 
of Ben’s vineyard) every Monday night to watch the new Bach, 
last seen dodging a bullet—er, getting dumped by Ashley on 
the Bachelorette finale—try to find love among a blogger, an 
actress, a model, and an inordinate number of nurses. Will the 
sensitive dude who's not afraid to cry and cry some more on 
national TV prove to be as therapized as Brad Womack, or as 


robot-creepy as Jake Pavelka? Only time will tell. Let’s just hope 
he finds someone who's more fine wine than body shot of tequila. 


The 123rd Tournament 

of Roses Parade 

HGTV, TV-G fo) 

Nancy O'Dell, 44 floats, 
and college football. Also 
known as: You're Still 
Hungover and Too Lazy to 
Watch Anything Else. 


SEASON PREMIERE 


Antiques Roadshow 

PBS, TV-G ED) 

Five cups made from rhino 
horns are appraised for 
more than $1 million. That's 
crazy. They're probably not 
even BPA-free. ‘check local listings 


SERIES DEBUT 


Celebrity Wife Swap 

ABC Eo 

Tracey Gold and Carnie 
Wilson judge each other's 
lives as we judge them for 
sinking to new lows. 


\ 
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SERIES DEBUT 


It’s a Brad, Brad World 
Bravo, TV-14-L tm 

| didn’t realize how 
much | missed former 
Rachel Zoe assistant 
Brad Goreski—his 
sequined wardrobe, 
geek-chic glasses, and 
cavern-deep forehead 
lines—until he got his 
own show. He's just as 
entertaining as ever, 
not to mention endear- 
ingly human. B+ 


“TIMES ARE EASTERN STANDARD AND SUBJECT TO CHANGE 
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TV WHATtoWATCH 


Bén Shuh and 
Dolvett Quite 


8-10PM 
The Biggest Loser: No Excuses 
NBC, TV-PG-L 6 

Plenty of reality shows have chal- 
lenges, but few are as emotionally 

powerful/manipulative as The 
Biggest Loser’s. For its 13th season, the series 
welcomes multiple sets of contestants including 
a grandmother and granddaughter, a single mom 
and her brother, and a father-son duo, each with 
a deeply compelling reason for wanting to lose 
weight. It doesn’t take long to start rooting fora 
team, and of course that’s exactly when every- 
thing changes, as—for the first time ever—the 
pairs are split up and pitted against one another. 
For viewers, that means twice as much invest- 
ment, anxiety, and yes, tears. B+ —Nuzhat Naoreen 


JANUARY 5 


Georgina Chapman, 
Isaac Mizrahi, 
and Angela Lindvall#*7) 


9-10PM 
Project Runway All Stars 
Lifetime, TV-PG-L fm 

Thirteen of Runway’s most memorable 
designers are back in the workroom to 

redeem themselves and/or win mega- 
cash. Judging the all-stars instead of Heidi Klum 
& Co, are Isaac Mizrahi, model Angela Lindvall, 
and Marchesa founder Georgina Chapman—who 
promises crazy challenges, including one that has 
designers literally taking clothes off strangers’ 
backs. “There were a lot of cute naked people 
walking the streets of New York,” says Chapman. 
Upsets are inevitable; favorites like Mondo Guerra, 
Kara Janx, and Austin Scarlett aren't safe. “I didn’t 
always like the rules, but it’s a week-by-week 
challenge,” Chapman says of difficult cuts. “Trust 
me, | had many sleepless nights.” —Stephan Lee 


SERIES DEBUT 
8:30-9PM 

Work It! 

ABC, TV-PG-DL&m 

Guys go drag to get jobs! 
But they’re straight guys. 
So straight that they 
think it’s okay to slap their 
female co-workers’ butts 
at every turn. Tootsie 
would not approve. 


SERIES DEBUT 
9-10PM 

Jane by Design 

ABC Family, TV-14-DL 
Jane is a high school 
student who gets a job at 
a super-fancy design 
studio where she’s mis- 
taken for an adult. How 
very Don't Tell Mom the 
Babysitter’s Dead of her! 


10-11PM 

Parenthood 

NBC, TV-PG fa) 

File under Things that only 
work on television because 
in real life they would lead 
to mass murder: Zeek 
talks the whole gang into 
going on a family road trip. 


8-9PM 
Wipeout 

ABC, TV-PG-L fi 
All-new winter-friendly 
challenges like “Snow 
Shovel Trouble.” Doesn't 
everyone in the suburbs 
with a driveway play 
that game without the 
promise of $50,000? 


8-9PM 

The Vampire Diaries 

The CW, TV-14-LV & 
Stefan hides the coffins 
that contain the dead 
bodies of Klaus’ relatives. 
In other words, it’s a 
vampire sleepover. 


9-11PM 
Louder Than a Bomb 
OWN, TV-PG fa 

An award-winning docu- 
mentary about high school 
students competing ina 
slam-poetry championship. 
This is exactly the kind of 
movie Oprah, Gayle, and | 
would sit around watching 
while wearing cashmere 
slippers and crying! (Sure, 
we'd be in different time 
zones, but still...) 


JANUARY 4 


Jeremy Sisto 
dnd Jané Levy 


8:30-9PM 

Suburgatory 

ABC fa 

Tessa (Jane Levy) and 
Dalia (Carly Chaikin) 
appear to have finally 
found a proper feud 
subject in foxy older 
guy Scott Strauss 
(Thomas McDonell). 
Hopefully the rivalry 
lends some narrative 
thrust that will capi- 
talize on this show's 
wicked potential, which 
surfaces in biting lines 
like “You remind me 
of Tyler Perry: You're 
joking but you're not 
funny.” B —Kyle Anderson 


9-10PM 
Jersey Shore 
MTV, TV-14-DLS 


After a cosi cosi 
season in Italy, 
the Shore 
things return to Seaside Heights, 
primed to get back into the 
GTL lifestyle: Snooki hits the 


SEASO 
PREMIERE 


pickle juice and Pauly D 


q 
declares a tanning emergency, 


9-10PM 
Mobbed 

Fox, TV-PG-DL fi 
Howie Mandel ekes out 
the last few seconds of 
flash mobs’ 15 minutes. 


10-10:;30PM 
Hot in Cleveland 

TV Land, TV-PG-D fa 

The story of how Melanie 
(Valerie Bertinelli), Joy 
(Jane Leeves), and Victoria 
(Wendie Malick) first 

met in the ’80s. If only 
ginormous hair, shoulder 
pads, and soft lighting 
could erase three decades. 


SEASON PREMIERE 
10-11PM 

Steven Seagal Lawman 
A&E, TV-14-VL ta 

When not intercepting 
1,000-pound drug loads 
from Mexico, Steven 
Seagal decides to give 

his fellow law enforcers 
from the Maricopa County 
sheriff's office some acting 
lessons. In how to pretend 
you're taking Steven 
Seagal seriously? 


informing the salon employee __, $5 


that he needs “the strongest 


lotion you have, and the 


max time—and | want to go 
twice.” (Eff you, SPF!) The 


premiere is gorilla-juiced 


with tension, as the gang 
find themselves at a surprise 


pal, the Unit, and Snooki’s beau, 
Jionni. (Will Unit sabotage Snooki 
and tell Jionni about that situation 
with Situation?) You will cringe 
delightfully when one of the girls 
awkwardly intrudes on a house 
hookup, and nod poignantly 
when homesick Vinnie glumly 
tells his boys, “I've got nothing 
left to give, man.” It does feel like 
the last of the fist pumps are fast 
approaching, but until then, soak 
up the sun and the new term “guido 


bingo.” B+ —Dan Snierson 
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FABULOUS: JAY BROOKS/BBC; WATCH 


WHAT HAPPENS: LIVE: PETER KRAMER/BRAVO; CALIFORNICATION: MARK SELIGER/SHOWTIME 


THE INCREASINGLY POOR DECISIONS OF TODD MARGARET: COLIN HUTTON/IFC; FIXING PETE: ALEXX 
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JANUARY 6 


SERIES FINALE 
8-9PM 

Wizards of Waverly Place 
Disney, TV-G fa 

Which Russo siblings will 
keep their superpowers? 

“| don’t need those any- 
more,” says Selena Gomez. 
“I'm dating Justin Bieber.” 


SEASON PREMIERE 
10-10:30PM 

Portlandia 

IFC, TV-14 co 

Saturday Night Live's Andy 
Samberg guest-stars as 
Carrie’s mixologist crush, 
who commits the cardinal 
sin of anyone living in 
Portland: He decides to 
move out of Portland. 


SEASON PREMIERE 
10-11PM 

Merlin 

Syfy, TV-PG-V fa 
Sorceress Morgana 
summons Cailleach’s dark 
powers. Aw, hell no! (That 
was me channeling Lafa- 
yette after he finds out that 
Syfy lifted the premise of 
last season's True Blood.) 


Jennifer 
Saunders 


10-11PM 

Absolutely Fabulous 

BBC America and Logo, 
TV-14 

Jennifer Saunders’ 
Edina and Joanna 
Lumley’s Patsy are as 
deliciously delusional 
as ever in the Brit- 
com's 20th-anniversary 
special. At times, the 
jokes try too hard 
(smartphones have 
so many noises!), but 
fans will relish seeing 
Bubbles reenact the 
royal wedding, Edina 
dreaming about being 
on The Killing, and Patsy 
finding out her true 
age in order to collect 
her pension. Spoiler: 
She's not 39. A- 


@ . @ - S 
Lb! ee 
e 1 David Cross 


10:30-11PM 
The Increasingly Poor Decisions of Todd Margaret 
IFC, TV-MA 
j David Cross’ titular energy-drink 
aan Ae salesman continues to lurch 

from one U.K.-set disaster to 
another in a series of misadventures that we 
now discover are being masterminded by 
Margaret's secretly rich assistant Dave (Blake 
Harrison) and Dave's butler (cast newbie Jon 
Hamm). Series creator Cross flexes the kind 
of bleakly hilarious comic muscles that were 
presumably allowed to atrophy while filming, 
say, Alvin and the Chipmunks: Chipwrecked. 
The result is a show whose most jaw-droppingly 
reprehensible line (“You're not going to win an 
argument by raping her, | promise you”) is also 
its funniest. 8 —Clark Collis 


8-8:30PM 


The Simpsons Mazel of the Week 
Fox, TV-PG-DLV fa 

Homer lands a political 11-11:30PM 

talk show and endorses Watch What 

Ted Nugent (voiced by... Happens: Live 

you guessed it, Ted Bravo, TV-14 
Nugent!). It’s a bold choice Andy Cohen's mishmash 
for Homer. He fought the of game show, ther- 

urge to endorse Herman apy, performance fi, 
Cain for the pizza. art, and celeb chat- 


fest goes 
nightly. 


SEASON PREMIERE 
9-10PM 
Shameless 


Showtime, TV-MA co SERIES DEBUT 


SEASON PREMIERE 
8-9PM 

My Cat From Hell 

Animal Planet, TV-PG 5 
A cat behaviorist intervenes 
when a feline tries to destroy 
its owner's Pilates studio by 
attacking the clients. After 
years of cat-behaviorist 
training, here's my expert 
advice: Leave it home. 


9-11PM 

The Republican Debate 
From New Hampshire 
ABC ED 

Meet the Press’ David 
Gregory moderates 
tonight's debate. Phew. 

At least there’s something 
funny to watch tonight 
before Saturday Night Live 
comes on. 


11-11:30PM 

Would You Rather...? 

With Graham Norton 

BBC America, TV-MA fa) 
An Oscar nominee (Stanley 
Tucci) and Stephen Colbert's 
“black friend Alan” (Jordan 
Carlos) answer uncomfort- 
able questions. 


10:30-11PM 
Californication 
Showtime, TV-MA co 


The new season of 
Batiee ne Showtime's gleefully 
filthy sex comedy 


boldly jumps ahead three years, 
reconfiguring the relationship between 
edgy writer Hank Moody (David 
Duchovny) and his ex-wife, Karen 
(Natascha McElhone), who has 
since remarried. “In my mind, 
Hank would have gotten over 
Karen in those three years, 
but in a sense that’s a lie. This 
season is about him discover- 


9-11PM 


Fixing Pete 

Hallmark, TV-G 

You can’t change a 
man—unless you look 
like Brooke Burns. 
She stars as a fashion 
journalist who's up 
for a promotion but 
must first make over 
her toughest client 
yet: misogynistic 
sportswriter Pete 
(Dylan Bruno). Want 
What Not to Wear as 
a cliché-filled roman- 
tic comedy? Then try 
this on for size. Other- 
wise, give Pete a 
pass. C= —Erin Strecker 


David 
Duchovny 


William H. Macy's Frank 
loses a bet and is forced to 
give up Liam as collateral 
to a scary dude named 
Baby. I'm guessing no one 
puts him in the corner. 


9-10PM 

The Good Wife 

CBS 

Let’s keep up the momen- 
tum lost by Alicia's 
unfortunate bangs but 
then regained during some 
awesome December epi- 
sodes by the increased 
presence of Peter “I’m the 
state’s attorney!” Florrick. 


9-11PM 

The Firm 

NBC, TV-14-V co 

Josh Lucas can replace Tom 
Cruise, but no one will be 
as scary and oatmeal- 
friendly as Wilford Brimley. 


SEASON PREMIERE 
9-11PM 

Downton Abbey 

PBS, TV-14 1 

More drama for the three 
Crawley daughters, who 
are essentially early-20th- 
century Kardashians. Lady 
Edith, stay away from bas- 
ketball players! ‘check local listings 


ing that he’s lied to himself,” 
Duchovny says. “I like the 
jump. It’s pretty ballsy.” Also 
ballsy? Hank discussing the 
merits of Viagra with a post- 
coitus Stu Beggs (Stephen 
Tobolowsky). “Originally, 
Stephen was wearing a 
Speedo,” Duchovny explains. 
“And | said, ‘That doesn’t make 
any sense. They’re having sex. 
Why would he have a Speedo 
on?’ And Stephen said, ‘You're 
right, | should really appear 
naked.’ It’s gratuitous, but male 
nudity is inherently funny.” Good 
to know Californication hasn't 
lost its huevos. —Kyle Anderson 
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Postholiday 
Gift Swap 


Well-meaning relatives and 
friends stuffed your stocking 
with eight copies of Adele’s 27? 
Exchange them (we won’t tell!) 
for 10 great recent releases you 
might have missed. 


| — 
| By EV N Music Staff 


> Amy Winehouse, 
Lioness: Hidden Treasures 
ij ~ Sharon Jones & the Dap-Kings, Soul 

| Time! Find shades of the beehived diva’s neo- 
Stax sound on this rarities and B-sides disc 
from soul vet Sharon Jones, who played with 
| the Dap-Kings long before they backed Amy. 


SAV ‘S3OVWI ALL39/LLINuaW NOSE 
NMOUS ‘WO 'S9VWISHIM/SINUNL OIONSY “SNAVM 117 


| > Lil Wayne, Tha 
Carter IV Danny Brown, XXX 
Post-inearceration, Weezy got weirdly... 
normal. For genuinely out-there hip-hop haze, 
check out Brown's psychedelic style-hopper. 
(Also great: Kendrick Lamar’s Section.80 
and A$AP Rocky’s woozy LiveLoveA$AP.) 


> Radiohead, The 
King of Limbs The Indie 
Cred Test, by the staff of Chunklet 

You don’t get extra credit for owning more 
than one copy of Radiohead's latest humcore 
opus. How do we know? By testing ourselves 
with this encyclopedic, tongue-in-Will-Oldham’s- 
bearded-cheek series of indie-rock quizzes. 


b top) Lil 


Wayne, (inset) 
Danny Brown; 
Amy. Winehouse, 
(inset) Sharon 
Jones & the Dap- 
Kings; Florence + 
the'Machine," 
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(inset) Austra; 
David Guetta; 
(inset) Martin = 
Solveig: (fat right) Taylor Swift, Speak 
Miranda Lambert, | Now World Tour Live DVD 
inset Ashton fi | Needtobreathe, The Reckoning Those who 
ss = oy ‘“e | arrived at a Taylor tour stop at exactly 
Xe) ~ t = — a 
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headlining-act o’clock missed her openers’ 
Kings of Leon-esque Southern-rock boogie; 
here’s a chance to fix that. 


> YOU ALREADY OWN Florence + the 
Machine, Ceremonials TRADE IT FOR 
Austra, Feel It Break Flo, lovely as she is, 
doesn’t have the lock on lady-druid mysticism; 
Austra’s lush debut is equally alluring in its 
own Kate-Bush-is-my-spirit-animal way. 


> YOU ALREADY OWN Nickelback, Here 
and Now TRADE IT FOR F---ed Up, David 
Comes to Life If you insist that your rock 
be loud, melodic, and Canadian, grab this 
Toronto hardcore collective’s double- 
length concept album, loaded with roof- 
rattling riffs. 


+ YOU ALREADY OWN David Guetta, 
Nothing but the Beat TRADE !T 
FOR Martin Solveig, Smash 

So you’ve already ee-yo-oh’d along 
with the Parisian Top 40 king- 
pin’s “Without You”? Sub 
in Solveig’s Eurodisco 
breakthrough, more 
proof that the French 
have invaded America. 


ALSO AVAILABLE 


> YOU ALREADY OWN Aretha Franklin, 
Take a Look: Aretha Franklin Complete on 
Columbia TRADE !T FOR Various Artists, 
Eccentric Soul: The Nickel & Penny Labels 
No dis-R.E.S.P.E.C-T. to the Queen, but why 
not dig into this undeservedly obscure—and 
awesomely finger-snap groovy—survey of 
Chicago’s ’60s and ’70s soul scene instead? 


+> YOU ALREADY OWN Miranda Lambert, 


Four the Record TRADE IT FOR Ashton The Go-Go's 
Beauty and the 
Shepherd, Where Country Grows The Beat (1981) 
twangy Alabama native has Lambert’s “| was always 
lyrical gift for bad-boyfriend payback—if inspired by girls— 
not her firearms license. Still, even revenge like Pippi Long- 
take a Saturday off: See tipsy- Stock ed 
can y Ol: pSy: was also obsessed 


with—who could 
be cool and strong 
but weren't man 
haters. | was like, 
‘Oh, so you can do 
that!’ It was, like, 
the green light for 
my life.” 
COGOS — 


afternoon tribute “Beer on a Boat.” 


> YOU ALREADY OWN Mumford 
& Sons, Sigh No More TRADE 
!T FOR Alexander, Alexander 
Until Marcus Mumford and the 
boys Sigh again (word is there 
will be a follow-up in 2012), check 
out their recent tourmate— 
and Edward Sharpe & the 
M ©Magnetic Zeros frontman— 
who has a few gorgeously 
jangly gems of his own. 


>» ALBUMS 


KELLY CLARKSON 

iTunes Session 

Clarkson completists are the 
target demo for this meager 
live set, in which the star sics 
her superhuman lungs on old 
hits (a raw-nerve acoustic 
“Since U Been Gone”) plus one 
stocking stuffer (“I'll Be Home 
for Christmas”). B —Adam 
Markovitz 


The Believer 

Jettisoning the Neptunes’ 
pop-funk of his last disc in 
favor of old friend No |.D/s 
nostalgic neck-snappers, 
Common attacks his ninth 
album with so much inten- 
sity he even manages to turn a 
sample of ELO’s “Mr. Blue Sky” 
into an elbow-throwing banger. 
A= —Kyle Anderson 


SNOOP DOGG & 
WIZ KHALIFA 
Mac & Devin Go 
to High School 
A full-length collab- 
oration between 
these two renowned 
herb enthusiasts 
should sound bor- 
derline incoherent, 
but this soundtrack 
to their upcoming 
movie provides an 
ample crop of spry, 
extra-sticky 
hooks and 
some of 
Snoop's sharp- 
est rhymes in 
years (especially on 
“French Inhale”). Sure, 
it’s all pretty one-spliff- 
minded, but their pair-up 
is surprisingly rich, too: 
Call it Watch the Bong. 
B+ —Kyle Anderson 


+ SINGLES 


TAYLOR SWIFT FEAT. 
THE CIVIL WARS 
| “SAFE & SOUND” 
Harmonizing for the 
Hunger Games soundtrack, 
Swift sounds all grown up 
on this sweet Americana 
ballad about how her love 
will save you—at least 
until Katniss shoots an 
arrow through your skull. 
B+ —Melissa Maerz 


SLEIGH BELLS 
“BORN TO LOSE” 
Crossing the great 
divide between heshers 
and electro fans, the first 

single from the Brooklyn 
duo's upcoming Reign of 
Terror combines Guitar 
F Heroriffs with mammoth 
synth breakdowns and 
angelic vocals for the best 


kind of oxymoron: a totally 
inspired underachiever anthem. 
B+ —Melissa Maerz 

ADAM LAMBERT 

“BETTER THAN I KNOW 
MYSELF” 

Lambert's invocation of Queen- 
size bombast made him the 
king of the latter-day /do/ alums. 
He leaves his courtly swagger 
behind on “Better,” a deflating 
study in ornate, well-executed 
emptiness. C+ —Kyle Anderson 
LADY GAGA 

“STUCK ON F--IN’ YOU” 
Freestyled on her tour bus, this 
demo finds Gags straining for 
the high notes over a boom- 
clap beat and a strummy strut. 
If she weren't an international 
superstar, she could've had a 
promising career as the tipsy 
white-girl blues act at any bar 
in St. Paul. B- —Melissa Maerz 


Le 
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Dan Auerbach and , 
Patrick Carney = ge 
photogretihed at + 
the Bowery Hotel's” aS oa 
Gemma Restaurant 

in New York City 


ROUND 1 whiskey (Auerbach), 
Bloody Mary (Carney), vodka 
and soda (EW) 

You two were just nominated for 
another Grammy. How have your 
lives changed since you won for 
[2010 breakout] Brothers? 

Patrick Carney Last time, when we 
walked the red carpet, everyone 


Kardashian and Snooki could get 


But now you're playing to massive 


to get stage fright for a while. 
Carney There was a really huge 


it kind of freaked me out. 


don’t get to use any lights—you’re 


pushed us out of the way so that Kim 


through. We left when Justin Bieber 
was about to perform. Dan’s Bieber 
fever spiked so high we had to rush 
him to the emergency room. [Laughs] 


crowds. Pat, | heard that you started 


crowd at Lollapalooza last year, and 


Dan Auerbach We were playing in the 
daylight, which is scary because we 


Three Rounds With... 
The Black Keys 


Rock’sawesomest duo since the White Stri ipes y anewalbum, £/Camino, and 
abig yearahead. Wesatdownwith guitarist-singer Dan Auerbach and drummer 
Patrick Carney totalkGrammys, vans, and Robert Plant. MELISSA MAERZ 


just out there. It’s like watching a 
sweaty puppet show. 

Carney It was a little bit overwhelm- 
ing. I had a panic attack. 

I heard you hired a hypnotist to help. 
Carney Yeah, a guy who worked with, 
like, Kim Jong Il and Russell Crowe. 
[Laughs] The next night, I sleepwalked 
out of the hotel room in my underwear. 
Auerbach He was wearing Spanx. 
Carney Yeah, Spanx and some 
pasties. [Laughs] But it worked. 
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ROUND 2 whiskey 
(Auerbach), beer 
(Carney), vodka 
and soda (EW) 

You just moved from 
Akron, Ohio, to Nash- 
ville. Has living in the 
capital of country 
music inspired you? 
Auerbach For sure. 

I love it, meeting all 
these old-school 
Nashville people. I 
mean, middle 
America is scared of 
hip-hop people? 
Country musicians, 
man—they’re the 
craziest. Their life- 
style was so what you 
would think of as rock 
& roll. They’ve all got these stories, 
just filthy, about motorcycle crashes, 
pill-popping, [dirty] Polaroids of 
famous women. It’s awesome. 
Carney I haven’t met anyone cool. In 
Nashville, if you can’t sing, you’re a 
second-class citizen. Seriously. 

Tell me about your new studio in 
Nashville, where you made this record. 
Auerbach | love my studio, but I’m 
not delusional. I know none of that 
matters if you have s---ty songs. It’s 
the musicians, it’s the spirit of the 
moment, the energy in the room. 
Every morning, we'd get together 
and sit around and listen to records— 
the Clash, the Cramps, Johnny 
Burnette, Tom Petty; everything that 
was drums, bass, guitar, organ. That’s 
it. Not a lot of excess. And there’s art 
in the studio, too, some that’s from 
Alfred McMoore... 

Didn’t he give you your band name? 
Auerbach Yeah, he did these 30-foot- 
long drawings of, like, Jesus playing 
an electric guitar that’s plugged into 
a Christmas tree. He was mentally 
handicapped and schizophrenic, and 
my dad, who was a folk-art dealer, 
would buy him pencils. 

Carney My dad wrote a story about 
him for the Akron newspaper. For a 
while, Dan and I would get home 
from school, and there would be, like, 


Photographs by MATTHEW SALACUSE 


50 messages from Alfred on our 
answering machines. He’d use these 
crazy sayings we didn’t understand. 
He called my dad a “black key.” 


Carney Yeah. We drove it from Port- 
land, Oregon, to San Francisco, after 
playing the worst show of our lives. 
Auerbach We played for, like, two 
drunk middle-aged women, and we 
opened for a black-metal band. The 
singer told us, “Whatever you do, 
don’t hang out in front of the [club], 
because there’s crazy drug dealers 
out there.” And we're like, “Okay.” 


But the place was so gross, we went 
back to the van. And there was 

the black-metal band in their car, 
smoking crack. 


Auerbach I'd never listened to them 
once. I was listening to lots of South 
American psychedelic music then. I 
sometimes dig into a certain kind of 
music—like, now I’m into ’60s falsetto 
soul. When I get together with Brian 
[Burton, a.k.a. Danger Mouse, who 
co-produced El Camino], we’re 
always trying to one-up each other, 
like, “Oh, you haven't heard this?” 


ROUND 3 water (Au 


(Carney), more vo 


Auerbach | went to Greenville, 
Mississippi, and [blues musician] 
T-Model Ford showed up in this giant 


Lincoln. I said, “Are you playing 
music?” and he’s like, “Yeah, follow me.” 
Thad my guitar, so we played at this 
no-name cinder-block juke joint in the 
middle of a field. Later, I passed out in 
his trailer. I slept on the linoleum floor 
and woke up to him plunging the 
toilet. I learned a lot from him. He got 
paid nothing, and he was still happy. 


Cc ay - yy YUUT IVS ‘ = 85 


Diantisa 


Carney He came to our listening 
session. He offered to play bass for us, 
kind of as a joke, but we tried to take 
him up on it. He’s the exception; nor- 
mally, I don’t think you should meet 
your idols. Unless your idol is George 
Clooney, and you’re a hot babe. @ 


_EW’S BLACK KEYS 
SSENTIAL PLAYLIST 
> “Have Love, Will Travel” (2003) 
“Your Touch” (2006) 
»“| Got Mine” (2008) 
> “Howlin’ for You” (2010) 
> “Lonely Boy” (2011) 
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10 Books We Can’t Wait 
To Read in 2012 


These days it can feel like the seas of publishing are filled with 
derivative young-adult novels, tired franchise thrillers, and inane 
celebrity memoirs. But book lovers, don’t lose hope! If you squint 
your eyes, you can see an armada of promising titles on the 

2012 horizon. From gifted new writers like Ayad Akhtar to firmly 
established figures like John Irving and Tom Wolfe, from engaging 
works of reportage to bookstore-blockbuster sequels, we’ve 
gathered a list of 10 upcoming works that we’re excited to read. 
BY KEITH STASKIEWICZ 


behind the \ 
Heauriinl 


> THE TWELVE 

Justin Cronin 

Cover your necks, because 
the nasty strain of vampirism 
that wreaked havoc through- 
out 2010's best-selling The 
Passage will return in this 
hotly anticipated sequel. 
Publication date: fall 


> IN ONE PERSON 
Johnirving 
Irving will celebrate his 70th 


| birthday this year, and the 


literary lion keeps on roaring. 
Continuing his exploration of 
the world that hides just 
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HITCHENS: CHRISTIAN WITKIN 


beneath New England's cozy 
surface, his 13th novel is 
about a bisexual man reflect- 
ing on his life in the 1950s 
through the AIDS epidemic. 
Publication date: May 8 


> BEHIND THE 

BEAUTIFUL FOREVERS 
Katherine Boo 
Prizewinning journalist Boo 
documents the destitute 
shadow settlements of 
Mumbai in this nonfiction 
chronicle of caste and class in 
a country rushing so quickly 
into the future that it is leav- 
ing some citizens in the dust. 
Publication date: Feb. 7 


> BACK TO BLOOD 

Tom Wolfe 

The Bonfire of the Vanities 
was as much about New 
York City as anything else, 
while A Man in Full told 
you more about Atlanta's 


political scene than you 
ever really cared to know. 
Similarly, Wolfe's latest 
work—coming eight years 
after the disappointing / Am 
Charlotte Simmons—will 
take on Miami as both 
setting and primary target. 
Publication date: fall 


> WILD 

Cheryl Strayed 

If you're tired of cushy 
emotional journeys through 
European pastry shops and 
Indonesian resort towns from 
twentysomething writers 
who conflate a life epiphany 
with a great éclair, you might 
want to try this memoir about 
Strayed’s 1100-mile solo hike 
up the Pacific Crest Trail. 
Publication date: March 20 


> AMERICAN DERVISH 
Ayad Akhtar 
In his much-buzzed-about 


debut novel about a Pakistani- 
American boy, Akhtar 
grapples with what it means 
to be Muslim in America 
and, more universally, what 
it means to be young. 
Publication date: Jan. 9 
> THE SUGAR 

FROSTED NUTSACK 

Mark Leyner 

Despite what the title might 
suggest, Leyner’s brand of 
comedic writing tends to be 
more salty than sweet. His 
new novel details the interac- 
tions between mortals anda 
group of mischievous gods 
with names like La Felina, 
XOXO, and Fast-Cooking Alli. 


Publication date: March 26 


> THE NEW REPUBLIC 
Lionel Shriver 

Shriver wrote this Portugal- 
set novel back in 1998, but it 
was rejected by a number of 


publishers. Of course, So was 
her brilliant We Need to Talk 
About Kevin, so we still have 
high hopes for this one. 
Publication date: March 27 


> WHEN! WAS A CHILD, 

| READ BOOKS 

Marilynne Robinson 
Robinson's novels have long 
taken home accolades 
(including the 2005 Pulitzer 
for Gilead), but her nonfiction, 
like this essay collection, 
should never be overlooked. 
Publication date: March 13 


> THE YELLOW BIRDS 
Kevin Powers 

Little, Brown quickly 
snapped up the manuscript 
for this novel by author and 
Iraq veteran Powers, whom 
they've compared to such 
icons of war fiction as Ernest 
Hemingway and Tim O’Brien. 
Publication date: fall 


How It All Began 


Penelope Lively 
NOVEL 


Lives intersect in unexpected 


and comical ways in this breezy, 


The Quotable Hitchens 


Author/polemicist Christopher Hitchens died at 62 from complica- 
tions of esophageal cancer on Dec. 15, yet his incisive opinions live 
onin his books like God Js Not Great and Hitch-22. A few bon mots: 


“Take the risk of thinking 
for yourself. Much more 


engrossing novel. When 77-year- 
old Charlotte Rainsford is 
mugged on a London street, her 
misfortune sets off a ripple effect 
of consequences for both loved 
ones and strangers. Lively infuses 
her motley cast of characters 
with a blend of pathos and sharp 
satire, and though it’s light fare, 
this deftly 
paced novel 
remains 
compulsively 
readable 


Penelope Lively 
“tow 


throughout. B+ | ll Ars | 


—Stephan Lee 


Begny. 


happiness, truth, beauty, 
and wisdom will come to 
you that way.” —in a debate, 
November 2010 

“[Mother Teresa] was nota friend of 
the poor. She was a friend of poverty. 
She said that suffering was a gift 
from God. She spent her life 
opposing the only known cure for 
poverty, whichis the empowerment 
of women and the emancipation 

of them from a livestock version 

of compulsory reproduction.” 
—writing on Slate.com, October 2003 
“[Obama’s Nobel Peace 
Prize] would be like giving 
someone.an Oscar in 

the hope that it would 
encourage them to make 
adecent motion picture.” 
—on Morning Joe, 2009 
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Heather 
Donahue 


i 


: 


Blair Witch Star’s 


Career Takes a Hit 


A decade after starring in 1999’s The Blair Witch Project, Heather Donahue 
was back in the woods...growing pot. The actress, 38, recalls her stintasa 


medical-marijuana farmer ina new memoir, Growgirl.—CLARK COLLIS 


So we have a bone to pick with 
you. Back in the summer of 2009, on 
the 10th anniversary of The Blair 
Witch Project, you told us you had 
set up a farm in California with 

27 chickens, red Russian kale, and 
heirloom tomatoes... 

All true! 

But that wasn’t the whole story, 
was it? 

Well, you didn’t ask for the whole 
story. [Laughs] I was doing all of 
those things. By that time the 
chickens had been eaten by foxes, 
and the deer had devoured the 
organic veggie garden. So it was 
just me, the dog, and “the Girls.” 
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supporting myself. I went to a silent 
meditation retreat, and a man sat 
next to me on the last day who told 
me he grew pot. I thought to myself, 
“Ding!” It would give me time to 
write, it would give me a cute little 
house in the woods and a lot of space 
to figure out what comes next. 

You could have gone to jail, right? 

I still could. I’m writing about 
something that is federally illegal. 
What I was doing was completely 
legal [according to California state 
law], but then there’s the federal 
problem. The risk continues for me 
with Growgirl. I’ve had a few sleep- 
less nights about it, for sure. But I 
thought it was important to put a 
human face on it. So much of the 
media coverage of the medical- 
marijuana business [uses] words 
like trafficking, whereas for me it’s 
very much a medicinal plant. 
Growgirl makes pot growing 

seem spectacularly difficult. 

You can easily grow smokable 
nuggets. But because there are 

so many people growing now, 
people in California won't settle 
for anything less than perfection. 
And our idea of perfection has 
been very much driven by the 
dudes’ side of the market. They 
want their big nugs. 

Why did you stop farming after 

a year? 

Partly it was the paranoia. Partly 
it was that I didn’t want my parents 


“The Girls”? to have to lie to their friends about 

My medical-marijuana plants. what their daughter was doing. 

My most fruitful One of the 

roommates! * ,| things we 

How does someone go g 4 owg | pi | . learn in Growgirl 

from Hollywood ’ CATHER SONUG is that pot 

actress to pot farmer? = farmers often 

You decide you want to don’t turna 

live a really interesting profit in the 

life, and when L.A. How My Life Alter first year. 

ceases to provide that, gree a Was that true 

you figure out what for you? 8 
comes next. I realized I Yes. [Laughs] E 
wanted to write, and I But boy, Z 
knew I was going to did I leave é 
need a space to do that with a wealth 5 
and some way of EY 


of experience. 


REVIEWS BOOKS 


TAKEN: SCI Fl CHANNEL/PHOTOFEST 


You don’t always pa 


your pot-growing fri 


ends, in th 
light. How have your fellow farmers 
reacted to Growgirl? 

They have issues with the book, 

for sure. I expected no less. But I 
think anybody that decides to write 
a memoir has to be prepared to 
make themselves the biggest 
a--hole in the book. [Laughs] I hope 
I succeeded in that. 

What about your family? Your 
parents, and in particular your father, 
act as a sort of disapproving Greek 
chorus in the book. Growgirl must be 
his worst nightmare come true. 
Ihave incredibly amazing, loving 
parents. They’re very happy to see 
my dream of writing a book come 
true. Would they have been happier 
with different subject matter? Yes. 
But they’re adjusting. My brother 
always says my mom would be 
proud of us if we were serial killers 
[as long as we] cleaned up really 
well at the crime scene. I think for 
my dad it’s a little bit more challeng- 
ing. But it helped that I had early 
success in acting. It made them 
realize that I wasn’t just going to 
dream the dream, I was also 
prepared to put in the work. 
Speaking of that acting success, you 
write in the book about your inten- 
tion to fight for the words Blair 
Witch Project not to appear on the 
cover. That's clearly a battle you lost. 
It’s a battle I continually lose. I 

just went to my 20-year high school 
reunion and it was a pretty constant 
stream of Blair Witch questions. 
That is one of those parts of my 
identity that is stuck there. So 

I have to love it. 

Except, as you make clear in the 
book, you don’t really love it. What 
is the main problem you have with 
that experience? 

The central issue I have with Blair 
Witch is that, because [the character 
had] my real name, it became such 
an identity shaper for me. And it 


In The Blair 
Witch Project 


was an identity shaper 

I didn’t really choose 
and didn’t feel like it 
reflected on me in a way 
that felt accurate. 
Actually, when | put your 
name into IMDb this 
morning, | accidentally ended up on 
your Blair Witch character's page 
Right. It also says that I made 

$4 million, which is untrue. 
[Laughs] It’s all good. I’ve been able 
to do so many things because of 
Blair Witch. 1 got to live that 
Hollywood dream. Until it became 
undreamy. And then I had the good 
sense to move on. 

You were cast in a number of 
projects after Blair Witch, including 
some for TV, such as Taken and It’s 
Always Sunny in Philadelphia. And 
then there was a 2008 horror film 
called The Morgue. 

Yes. Which I don’t recommend. 
[Laughs] That experience was like 
a swan song. When I was lying 

on wet asphalt having just died a 
death by mock fellation, I realized 


With James 
McDaniel in Taken 


that this was not the life that I 
wanted. 

“Mock fellation”? 
They had me siphoning gas, sucking 
on a tube, to get out of the dire situ- 
ation. I choked on what I had sucked 
out of the tube and then died. 
What's next for you? 

I have a plan for another book. The 
next one is fiction. And the one 

after that will be nonfiction, but I’m 
not going to talk about that yet. 

So, no more pot farming? 

I think it would be impossible for 
me to return to weed growing, 
although there were many times in 
the process of writing when I 
thought I’d made a mistake leaving 
it to write about it. To have that 
gift of a long string of wide-open 
days—lI really miss that. m 
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Michael Bay may sign on for 
Transformers 4. Mission: Make 
the worst action movie. 
of 2013? Accomplished, 


al Gibson's ex Robyn gets one of 
Bs ‘biggest divorce settlements in yates ch itapped 
: - in the Closet” ready for 
Hollywood history. “Just wait,” says 


War and Peace!” 


~ Kris Humphries. “That doesn’t 


include pain and suffering.” 


: “ills , . : 
__ First picture released of Magic Mike, a movie 
that is not about five soldiers who save 
the world. It’s much, much better than that. 


Hey, stupid! 
Download the 
Honey Badger Don't 
Care app. 
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In Contraband, Mark 
: Wahlberg stars as a former 
smuggler who returns toa 
life of crime to rescue 
his brother-in-law. But first 
he must scratch his back. 


R. Kelly says he has 32 


2012, adding: “Eat it, 


Cautious excitement 
for Project Runway 
All Stars 


& 
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vbest action 
| movie of 
theyear? 


Games soundtrack: So 


Panem will just die. 


A 
AV 
MD cil 


Evenone except Jessica Lange and the 
demon baby dies on the American Horror 
Story season ender, funny, that’s exactly 
what happened on the Homeland finale, too. 


Baz Luhrmann suffers a head injury on 
the set of The Great Gatsby. Afterward, 
he says, “I’m making what?! In 3-D?” 


> 


on. Swift on the Aas 


good, every teenager in 


Happy New Year! 
Let’s make 2004 
the best ever! 


Surprise! Turns out 


Dido had a son back 


in July. Another 
surprise: Dido 
still exists. 


his wings. 


Sibtin Bieber, 7 


» glyes his best 
w frignd a new cat '\ 
¥ for Christmas and 

acard that reads, 
“Thanks for the 
DNA!" 


Watch Extra 


every Friday for more on the celebrities 


and stories featured in Bullseye 


Every tim@a TV 
show spoofs It’s a 
Wonderful Life, 
an angel loses 
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Being bad } 
never felt so good. | 
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All the content, half the price. 


Movies and TV Shows 
100,000 new releases and 
popular TV shows. 


Music 
18 million songs from 
your favorite artists. 


Amazon Silk, the revolutionary 
cloud-accelerated web browser 
Ultra-fast web browsing using Amazon's 
cloud technology. Exclusively on Kindle Fire. 


Apps and Games 
Thousands of the most popular 
apps & games at your fingertips. 


State-of-the-art dual-core processor 
Stream music while browsing the web 
and downloading movies. 


Millions of books 
Enjoy children’s books, comic books and 
cookbooks in vibrant color. Plus hundreds 


of magazines and newspapers. = 
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